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A Natural History of Human Thinking
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that
are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.

The Science of Being Human
Basics in Human Evolution offers a broad view of evolutionary biology and medicine. The book
is written for a non-expert audience, providing accessible and convenient content that will
appeal to numerous readers across the interdisciplinary field. From evolutionary theory, to
cultural evolution, this book fills gaps in the readers’ knowledge from various backgrounds and
introduces them to thought leaders in human evolution research. Offers comprehensive
coverage of the wide ranging field of human evolution Written for a non-expert audience,
providing accessible and convenient content that will appeal to numerous readers across the
interdisciplinary field Provides expertise from leading minds in the field Allows the reader the
ability to gain exposure to various topics in one publication

Becoming Human
Inspired by the work of the philosopher Judith Butler, influenced by Marx’s theory of alienation
and intrigued by theories of death, this book develops an anti-methodological approach to
studying working lives. Distinctions are drawn between labour (the tasks we do in our jobs) and
work (self-making activities that are carried out at the workplace): between the less than
human, zombie-like laborer and the working human self. Nancy Harding argues that the
experience of being at work is one in which the insistence on practising one’s humanity always
provides a counter-point to organisational demands.

Becoming Human
Acclaimed as a man "who inspires the world" (Maclean's) and a "nation builder" (Globe and
Mail), Jean Vanier has made a difference in the lives of countless people — including those with
disabilities and the many young people who have been moved by his life's work. Becoming
Humanis a modern classic that continues to resonate among the generations. In a world of
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competition, where the strong dominate the weak, Vanier calls on each one of us to open
ourselves to those we perceive as different or inferior. This, he says, is the key to true personal
and societal freedom. This 10th anniversary edition includes a new introduction by the author.

How Not to Make a Human
Interrogating Human Origins encourages new critical engagements with the study of human
origins, broadening the range of approaches to bring in postcolonial theories, and begin to
explore the decolonisation of this complex topic. The collection of chapters presented in this
volume creates spaces for expansion of critical and unexpected conversations about human
origins research. Authors from a variety of disciplines and research backgrounds, many of
whom have strayed beyond their usual disciplinary boundaries to offer their unique
perspectives, all circle around the big questions of what it means to be and become human.
Embracing and encouraging diversity is a recognition of the deep complexities of human
existence in the past and the present, and it is vital to critical scholarship on this topic. This
book constitutes a starting point for increased interrogation of the important and wide-ranging
field of research into human origins. It will be of interest to scholars across multiple disciplines,
and particularly to those seeking to understand our ancient past through a more diverse lens.

Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice
Engages the problem of finding purpose and meaning in a perplexing and postmodern world,
utilizing disciplines including philosophy, literature, sociology, and film studies.

On Becoming Human
Neil Shubin, the paleontologist and professor of anatomy who co-discovered Tiktaalik, the “fish
with hands,” tells the story of our bodies as you've never heard it before. The basis for the
PBS series. By examining fossils and DNA, he shows us that our hands actually resemble fish
fins, our heads are organized like long-extinct jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes
look and function like those of worms and bacteria. Your Inner Fish makes us look at ourselves
and our world in an illuminating new light. This is science writing at its finest—enlightening,
accessible and told with irresistible enthusiasm.

Becoming Human
A novel, wide-ranging, and comprehensive account of how human emotionality develops,
proposing a process in which "nature" and "nurture" are integrated.

Becoming Human Again
First published in 1981, On Becoming Human presents a unique theory of human origins, an
original explanation of how early hominids evolved from their ape-like primate ancestors.
Professor Nancy M. Tanner's book integrates the data on chimpanzee behaviour with the
available information on early phases of human evolution. The result is a model by which we
can more accurately reconstruct the lifeways of the early hominids and better understand the
rapid transition from ape to early human. By an innovative use of conventional data and a fresh
perspective on traditional anthropological approaches, Professor Tanner, in her first book, has
developed a powerful new theory of human origins by which we can understand the actual
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dynamics of becoming human.

Becoming Human
"Human beings are important, especially to themselves! But as science advances, it has
become increasingly clear that we are less special and more natural than many people have
long believed. This book shows how, as we finally look at ourselves honestly and accurately,
we can identify ourselves as wonderfully natural, inseparable from the universe and other living
things"--

Cognitive Gadgets
From pet keeping to sky burials, a posthuman and ecocritical interrogation of and challenge to
human particularity in medieval texts Mainstream medieval thought, like much of mainstream
modern thought, habitually argued that because humans alone had language, reason, and
immortal souls, all other life was simply theirs for the taking. But outside this scholarly
consensus teemed a host of other ways to imagine the shared worlds of humans and
nonhumans. How Not to Make a Human engages with these nonsystematic practices and
thought to challenge both human particularity and the notion that agency, free will, and
rationality are the defining characteristics of being human. Recuperating the Middle Ages as a
lost opportunity for decentering humanity, Karl Steel provides a posthuman and ecocritical
interrogation of a wide range of medieval texts. Exploring such diverse topics as medieval pet
keeping, stories of feral and isolated children, the ecological implications of funeral practices,
and the “bare life” of oysters from a variety of disanthropic perspectives, Steel furnishes
contemporary posthumanists with overlooked cultural models to challenge human and other
supremacies at their roots. By collecting beliefs and practices outside the mainstream of
medieval thought, How Not to Make a Human connects contemporary concerns with ecology,
animal life, and rethinkings of what it means to be human to uncanny materials that emphasize
matters of death, violence, edibility, and vulnerability.

Life 3.0
Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is so much more than
that. "Anthropology requires strength, valor, and courage," Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted.
"Pierre Bourdieu called anthropology a combat sport, an extreme sport as well as a tough and
rigorous discipline. It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's hands dirty, to get down
in the dirt, and to commit yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a
"heroic" profession." What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can
carry you across rivers of doubt and over mountains of fear to find the the light and life of
places forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book. You have to go out and
feel the world's jagged edges, wipe its dust from your brow, and at times, leave your blood in
its soil. In this unique book, Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an
anthropologist and what the science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human.
This special first draft edition is a loose framework for more and more complete future chapters
and writings. It serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open resource for
instructors of cultural anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of the "first draft edition" from
2017 and includes 7 new chapters.

Posthuman Ethics
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A leading expert on evolution and communication presents an empirically based theory of the
evolutionary origins of human communication that challenges the dominant Chomskian view.
Human communication is grounded in fundamentally cooperative, even shared, intentions. In
this original and provocative account of the evolutionary origins of human communication,
Michael Tomasello connects the fundamentally cooperative structure of human communication
(initially discovered by Paul Grice) to the especially cooperative structure of human (as
opposed to other primate) social interaction. Tomasello argues that human cooperative
communication rests on a psychological infrastructure of shared intentionality (joint attention,
common ground), evolved originally for collaboration and culture more generally. The basic
motives of the infrastructure are helping and sharing: humans communicate to request help,
inform others of things helpfully, and share attitudes as a way of bonding within the cultural
group. These cooperative motives each created different functional pressures for
conventionalizing grammatical constructions. Requesting help in the immediate you-and-me
and here-and-now, for example, required very little grammar, but informing and sharing
required increasingly complex grammatical devices. Drawing on empirical research into
gestural and vocal communication by great apes and human infants (much of it conducted by
his own research team), Tomasello argues further that humans' cooperative communication
emerged first in the natural gestures of pointing and pantomiming. Conventional
communication, first gestural and then vocal, evolved only after humans already possessed
these natural gestures and their shared intentionality infrastructure along with skills of cultural
learning for creating and passing along jointly understood communicative conventions.
Challenging the Chomskian view that linguistic knowledge is innate, Tomasello proposes
instead that the most fundamental aspects of uniquely human communication are biological
adaptations for cooperative social interaction in general and that the purely linguistic
dimensions of human communication are cultural conventions and constructions created by
and passed along within particular cultural groups.

Kant's Human Being
Entire Sanctification may be the most important, least understood doctrine of holiness tradition.
Once it was the central concern of much of that tradition's preaching. Churches would hold
"holiness revivals," and people would attend extra services to learn more about it. Now, there
are churches where it is never mentioned, and many who attend historic holiness
denominations would be hard-pressed to explain what it means. However, if the gospel of
Jesus Christ is more than a free ticket to heaven -- if Christ expects his disciples to live as he
lived and not merely because he lived -- then sanctification needs to become, once again, a
central concern of the church.Beginning from the ground up, this book explores how the
doctrine of holiness and entire sanctification is deeply woven into the fabric of Scripture. Once
we understand the nature of God and the nature of humanity, the problem of sin and the work
of salvation, we discover that sanctification is the culmination of the great story of salvation and
the hope of everyone who wants to follow Jesus and be a part of the Kingdom of God that
Christ proclaimed. This is a book for any disciple of Christ who wants to understand why
holiness is not simply an "add-on" to the gospel but rather God's ultimate plan for humanity,
allowing us to truly become human again, living the way God had always intended us to live.

Becoming Human
In this stunningly original book, Richard Wrangham argues that it was cooking that caused the
extraordinary transformation of our ancestors from apelike beings to Homo erectus. At the
heart of Catching Fire lies an explosive new idea: the habit of eating cooked rather than raw
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food permitted the digestive tract to shrink and the human brain to grow, helped structure
human society, and created the male-female division of labour. As our ancestors adapted to
using fire, humans emerged as "the cooking apes". Covering everything from food-labelling
and overweight pets to raw-food faddists, Catching Fire offers a startlingly original argument
about how we came to be the social, intelligent, and sexual species we are today. "This notion
is surprising, fresh and, in the hands of Richard Wrangham, utterly persuasive Big, new ideas
do not come along often in evolution these days, but this is one." -Matt Ridley, author of
Genome

On Being At Work
Offering a unique insight into human behaviour, this book explains why we behave the way we
do and what happens when humans interact with the world and each other. Starting with
evolutionary biology and what it physically means to be a human being, this book moves on to
include a wide range of topics such as artificial intelligence, virtual reality and how we are
evolving as we interact with new technology. There will be sections on how we perceive the
world, such as why our brains - rather than our senses - can tell us about the world around us;
crowd behaviour and more everyday things we can relate to, such as why your queue is
mathematically proven to always be slower. The Science of Being Human explains all these
human phenomena and how science, maths, psychology and other disciplines play their part.

The Better Angels of Our Nature
Posthuman theory asks in various ways what it means to be human in a time when philosophy
has become suspicious of claims about human subjectivity. Those subjects who were
historically considered aberrant, and our future lives becoming increasingly hybrid show we
have always been and are continuously transforming into posthumans. What are the ethical
considerations of thinking the posthuman? Posthuman Ethics asks not what the posthuman is,
but how posthuman theory creates new, imaginative ways of understanding relations between
lives. Ethics is a practice of activist, adaptive and creative interaction which avoids claims of
overarching moral structures. Inherent in thinking posthuman ethics is the status of bodies as
the site of lives inextricable from philosophy, thought, experiments in being and fantasies of the
future. Posthuman Ethics explores certain kinds of bodies to think new relations that offer
liberty and a contemplation of the practices of power which have been exerted upon bodies.
The tattooed and modified body, the body made ecstatic through art, the body of the animal as
a strategy for abolitionist animal rights, the monstrous body from teratology to fabulations,
queer bodies becoming angelic, the bodies of the nation of the dead and the radical ways in
which we might contemplate human extinction are the bodies which populate this book
creating joyous political tactics toward posthuman ethics.

Sylvia Wynter
"Examines the crisis of a late eighteenth-century anthropology as it relates to the emergence of
a modern consciousness that sees itself as condemned to draw its norms and very selfunderstanding from itself"--Provided by publisher.

Becoming Human Through Art
Being Human is the extraordinary new book that articulates a grand unified vision of reality
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through the Entheological Paradigm. Skillfully avoiding all speculation and metaphysics, Martin
W. Ball, Ph.D., presents a concise explanation for the fundamental nature of reality as the
fractal expression of a Unitary Energy Being (God). Ball explores how intentional work with
entheogens, such as 5-MeO-DMT, gives individuals direct access to their immediate energetic
natures. Through such practices, individuals can liberate themselves from the restrictive
confines of their illusion-bound egos and embrace their personalities and bodies as direct
expressions of God in physical and conscious form. Radical in its implications, stunning for its
simplicity, Being Human is humanity's long-awaited guide to genuine fulfillment,
transcendence, and global harmony and peace. If you feel ready to understand and experience
the truth for yourself, then Being Human is the only book you will ever need.

Becoming Human
In Kant's Human Being, Robert B. Louden continues and deepens avenues of research first
initiated in his highly acclaimed book, Kant's Impure Ethics. Drawing on a wide variety of both
published and unpublished works spanning all periods of Kant's extensive writing career,
Louden here focuses on Kant's under-appreciated empirical work on human nature, with
particular attention to the connections between this body of work and his much-discussed
ethical theory. Kant repeatedly claimed that the question, "What is the human being" is
philosophy's most fundamental question, one that encompasses all others. Louden analyzes
and evaluates Kant's own answer to his question, showing how it differs from other accounts of
human nature. This collection of twelve essays is divided into three parts. In Part One (Human
Virtues), Louden explores the nature and role of virtue in Kant's ethical theory, showing how
the conception of human nature behind Kant's virtue theory results in a virtue ethics that is
decidedly different from more familiar Aristotelian virtue ethics programs. In Part Two (Ethics
and Anthropology), he uncovers the dominant moral message in Kant's anthropological
investigations, drawing new connections between Kant's work on human nature and his ethics.
Finally, in Part Three (Extensions of Anthropology), Louden explores specific aspects of Kant's
theory of human nature developed outside of his anthropology lectures, in his works on
religion, geography, education ,and aesthetics, and shows how these writings substantially
amplify his account of human beings. Kant's Human Being offers a detailed and multifaceted
investigation of the question that Kant held to be the most important of all, and will be of
interest not only to philosophers but also to all who are concerned with the study of human
nature.

Origins of Human Communication
"This brilliant and judicious book is a hermeneutically based analysis of the very significant
theology of Gustaf Wingren. Uggla makes Wingren's theology--in all its conflictual glory--come
alive again through both an analysis of Wingren's major works and a moving narrative of his
singular eventful life: a major work on a major theologian." --David W. Tracy, University of
Chicago "Uggla takes the genre of intellectual biography to new heights. 'What Theology Is
and What It Ought to Be' is the subtitle of Gustaf Wingren's debate book The Silent Interpreter;
it also works as a subtitle for what this eloquent interpreter, Bengt Kristensson Uggla, achieves
as he navigates the seas of academic and public theology with scholarly rigor and
hermeneutical elegance. We are given a powerful testimony of why and how the church needs
theology." --Antje Jackelen, Archbishop of Uppsala "This is probably the definitive biography of
the great Swedish theologian Gustaf Wingren. Uggla writes with scope and theological nerve,
and with a sense of wit and detail." --Niels Henrik Gregersen, University of Copenhagen
REVIEWS OF THE SWEDISH EDITION OF THE BOOK (FOR FRONT MATTER) "It is a rich,
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stylistically brilliant and exciting work [] Bengt Kristensson Uggla has created an intellectual
masterpiece about a complex theological personality. When reading the book, it becomes clear
how much we risk losing if we let Gustaf Wingren remain in oblivion. A reading experience of
large dimensions." --KG Hammar, former Archbishop of Uppsala, Sydsvenska Dagbladet "This
is a large and impressive work. Bengt Kristensson Uggla has the advantage that he writes
extremely well / / The book is a shocking and highly interesting reading about a constantly
struggling person." --Mary Schottenius, cultural journalist, Dagens Nyheter "An extremely
readable book, initiated, well-informed and committed." --Svante Nordin, Professor of History of
Ideas at Lund University, Svenska Dagbladet "An important book on an important theologian / /
also if you belong to Wingren's critics, as I do, Kristensson Uggla's book is rewarding and
thought provoking. For me, it meant that I had to re-examine some of my criticism. / / Gustaf
Wingren continues to amaze even after his hundredth birthday." --Anders Jeffner, Professor of
Theology at Uppsala University, Kyrkans Tidning "A magnificent and fascinating biography"
--Dr. and Reverend Arne Fritzon, Sandaren "When Bengt Kristensson Uggla takes on the task
of writing about Gustaf Wingren, it immediately becomes exciting / / it deserves its place
among standard works of our business and for future Swedish theologians." --Dr. and
Reverend Hans Andreasson, Tro & Liv

Interrogating Human Origins
Erika experiences German reunification firsthand, in 1990 Berlin; she lives through the
consequences of the Gulf War raging in Iraq, and skirts Berlin anti-war demonstrations; she
indulges in the Munich Oktoberfest, while on TDY in Hamburg; and she is caught up in time
travel back to 1987, and deals with spies spelling double trouble -- all amid a blossoming love
affair between two friends. "Spy Songs" is Ms. Larmon's second book in her "Time Travel 101"
series, following "Swan Songs."

The Social Animal
Argues that blackness disrupts our essential ideas of race, gender, and, ultimately, the human
Rewriting the pernicious, enduring relationship between blackness and animality in the history
of Western science and philosophy, Becoming Human: Matter and Meaning in an Antiblack
World breaks open the rancorous debate between black critical theory and posthumanism.
Through the cultural terrain of literature by Toni Morrison, Nalo Hopkinson, Audre Lorde, and
Octavia Butler, the art of Wangechi Mutu and Ezrom Legae, and the oratory of Frederick
Douglass, Zakiyyah Iman Jackson both critiques and displaces the racial logic that has
dominated scientific thought since the Enlightenment. In so doing, Becoming Human
demonstrates that the history of racialized gender and maternity, specifically antiblackness, is
indispensable to future thought on matter, materiality, animality, and posthumanism. Jackson
argues that African diasporic cultural production alters the meaning of being human and
engages in imaginative practices of world-building against a history of the bestialization and
thingification of blackness—the process of imagining the black person as an empty vessel, a
non-being, an ontological zero—and the violent imposition of colonial myths of racial hierarchy.
She creatively responds to the animalization of blackness by generating alternative
frameworks of thought and relationality that disrupt not only the racialization of the
human/animal distinction found in Western science and philosophy but also by challenging the
epistemic and material terms under which the specter of animal life acquires its authority. What
emerges is a radically unruly sense of a being, knowing, feeling existence: one that necessarily
ruptures the foundations of "the human."
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Becoming Human by Design
Understanding cooperation as a distinctly human combination of innate and learned behavior.
Drop something in front of a two-year-old, and she's likely to pick it up for you. This is not a
learned behavior, psychologist Michael Tomasello argues. Through observations of young
children in experiments he himself has designed, Tomasello shows that children are
naturally—and uniquely—cooperative. Put through similar experiments, for example, apes
demonstrate the ability to work together and share, but choose not to. As children grow, their
almost reflexive desire to help—without expectation of reward—becomes shaped by culture.
They become more aware of being a member of a group. Groups convey mutual expectations,
and thus may either encourage or discourage altruism and collaboration. Either way,
cooperation emerges as a distinctly human combination of innate and learned behavior. In
Why We Cooperate, Tomasello's studies of young children and great apes help identify the
underlying psychological processes that very likely supported humans' earliest forms of
complex collaboration and, ultimately, our unique forms of cultural organization, from the
evolution of tolerance and trust to the creation of such group-level structures as cultural norms
and institutions. Scholars Carol Dweck, Joan Silk, Brian Skyrms, and Elizabeth Spelke respond
to Tomasello's findings and explore the implications.

Why We Cooperate
From the influential New York Times columnist and best-selling author of Bobos in Paradise
comes a landmark exploration of how human beings and communities succeed. Reprint. A #1
best-seller.

Conducting Research in Human Geography
Why are humans so fond of water? Why is our skin colour so variable? Why aren’t we hairy
like our close ape relatives? A savannah scenario of human evolution has been widely
accepted primarily due to fossil evidence; and fossils do not offer insight into these questions.
Other alternative evolutionary scenarios might, but these models have been rejected. This
book explores a controversial idea – that human evolution was intimately associated with
watery habitats as much or more than typical savannahs. Written from a medical point of view,
the author presents evidence supporting a credible alternative explanation for how humans
diverged from our primate ancestors. Anatomical and physiological evidence offer insight into
hairlessness, different coloured skin, subcutaneous fat, large brains, a marine-type kidney, a
unique heat regulation system and speech. This evidence suggests that humans may well
have evolved, not just as savannah mammals, as is generally believed, but with more affinity
for aquatic habitats – rivers, streams, lakes and coasts. Key Features: Presents the evidence
for a close association between riparian habitats and the origin of humans Reviews the
"savannah ape" hypothesis for human origins Describes various anatomical adaptations that
are associated with hypotheses of human evolution Explores characteristics from the head and
neck such as skull and sinus structures, the larynx and ear structures and functions
Corroborates a novel scenario for the origin of human kind ‘ a counterpoint to the textbooks or
other books which deal with human evolution. I think readers will see it as a clearly written, wellsupported discussion of an alternativeperspective on human origins’. —Kathlyn Stewart,
Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa ‘There is a pressing need to expand discussions of
human evolution to includenon-anthropocentric narratives that use comparative data. Dr RhysEvans’ specific expertise and experience with the human head, neck, ears, throat, mouth and
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sinuses, provides him with a distinct perspective from which to approach the subject of human
evolution. Moreover, his understanding of non-anthropocentric views of human evolution
(water-based models), allow him to apply a biological approach to the subject, missing in more
traditional (savannah-based) models’. —Stephen Munro, National Museum of Australia

Becoming Human
Reading this book is your first step to becoming a competent human geography researcher.
Whether you are a novice needing practical help for your first piece of research or a
professional in search of an accessible guide to best practice, Conducting Research in Human
Geography is a unique and indispensable book to have at hand. The book provides a broad
overview of theoretical underpinnings in contemporary human geography and links these with
the main research methodologies currently being used. It is designed to guide the user through
the complete research process, whether it be a one day field study or a large project, from the
nurturing of ideas and development of a proposal, to the design of an enquiry, the generation
and analysis of data, to the drawing of conclusions and the presentation of findings.

Becoming Human
This lively text by leading medical anthropologist Elisa Sobo offers a unique, holistic approach
to human diversity and rises to the challenge of truly integrating biology and culture. The
inviting writing style and fascinating examples make important ideas from complexity theory
and epigenetics accessible to students. In this second edition the material has been updated to
reflect changes in both the scientific and socio-cultural landscape, for example in relation to
topics such as the microbiome and transgender. Readers learn to conceptualize human
biology and culture concurrently—as an adaptive biocultural capacity that has helped to produce
the rich range of human diversity seen today. With clearly structured topics, an extensive
glossary and suggestions for further reading, this text makes a complex, interdisciplinary topic
a joy to teach

Becoming Human
The last in Tony Fry's celebrated trilogy of books continues his radical rethinking of design.
Becoming Human by Design's provocative argument presents a revised reading of human
'evolution' centred on ontological design. Examining the relation of design to the nature of the
human species - where the species came from, how it was created, what it became and its
likely future - Fry asserts that current biological and social models of evolution are an
insufficient explanation of how 'we humans' became what we are. Making a case for
ontological design as an evolutionary agency, the book posits the relation between the
formation of the world of human fabrication and the making of mankind itself as indivisible. It
also functions as a provocation to rethink the fate of Homo sapiens, recognising that all
species are finite and that the fate of humankind turns on a fundamental Darwinian principle adapt or die. Fry considers the nature of adaptation, arguing that it will depend on an ability to
think and design in new ways.

Basics in Human Evolution
Virtually all theories of how humans have become a distinctive species focus on evolution.
Here, Michael Tomasello proposes a complementary theory focused on ontogenetic
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processes. Built on the essential ideas of Vygotsky, his data-driven model explains how those
things that make us most human are constructed during the first six years of life.

The Waterside Ape
The Jamaican writer and cultural theorist Sylvia Wynter is best known for her diverse writings
that pull together insights from theories in history, literature, science, and black studies, to
explore race, the legacy of colonialism, and representations of humanness. Sylvia Wynter: On
Being Human as Praxis is a critical genealogy of Wynter’s work, highlighting her insights on
how race, location, and time together inform what it means to be human. The contributors
explore Wynter’s stunning reconceptualization of the human in relation to concepts of
blackness, modernity, urban space, the Caribbean, science studies, migratory politics, and the
interconnectedness of creative and theoretical resistances. The collection includes an
extensive conversation between Sylvia Wynter and Katherine McKittrick that delineates
Wynter’s engagement with writers such as Frantz Fanon, W. E. B. DuBois, and Aimé Césaire,
among others; the interview also reveals the ever-extending range and power of Wynter’s
intellectual project, and elucidates her attempts to rehistoricize humanness as praxis.

Creator Spirit
The Art of Being Human
New York Times Best Seller How will Artificial Intelligence affect crime, war, justice, jobs,
society and our very sense of being human? The rise of AI has the potential to transform our
future more than any other technology—and there’s nobody better qualified or situated to
explore that future than Max Tegmark, an MIT professor who’s helped mainstream research
on how to keep AI beneficial. How can we grow our prosperity through automation without
leaving people lacking income or purpose? What career advice should we give today’s kids?
How can we make future AI systems more robust, so that they do what we want without
crashing, malfunctioning or getting hacked? Should we fear an arms race in lethal autonomous
weapons? Will machines eventually outsmart us at all tasks, replacing humans on the job
market and perhaps altogether? Will AI help life flourish like never before or give us more
power than we can handle? What sort of future do you want? This book empowers you to join
what may be the most important conversation of our time. It doesn’t shy away from the full
range of viewpoints or from the most controversial issues—from superintelligence to meaning,
consciousness and the ultimate physical limits on life in the cosmos.

Catching Fire
Explores the evolution of humankind--who we are, where we came from, and where we are
going

Being Human: An Entheological Guide to God, Evolution and the Fractal
Energetic Nature of Reality
Tool-making or culture, language or religious belief: ever since Darwin, thinkers have struggled
to identify what fundamentally differentiates human beings from other animals. Michael
Tomasello weaves his twenty years of comparative studies of humans and great apes into a
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compelling argument that cooperative social interaction is the key to our cognitive uniqueness.
Tomasello maintains that our prehuman ancestors, like today's great apes, were social beings
who could solve problems by thinking. But they were almost entirely competitive, aiming only at
their individual goals. As ecological changes forced them into more cooperative living
arrangements, early humans had to coordinate their actions and communicate their thoughts
with collaborative partners. Tomasello's "shared intentionality hypothesis" captures how these
more socially complex forms of life led to more conceptually complex forms of thinking. In order
to survive, humans had to learn to see the world from multiple social perspectives, to draw
socially recursive inferences, and to monitor their own thinking via the normative standards of
the group. Even language and culture arose from the preexisting need to work together and
coordinate thoughts. A Natural History of Human Thinking is the most detailed scientific
analysis to date of the connection between human sociality and cognition.

Through a Glass Brightly
Winner of the William James Book Award “MagisterialMakes an impressive argument that
most distinctly human traits are established early in childhood and that the general chronology
in which these traits appear can at least—and at last—be identified.” —Wall Street Journal
“Theoretically daring and experimentally ingenious, Becoming Human squarely tackles the
abiding question of what makes us human.” —Susan Gelman, University of Michigan Virtually
all theories of how humans have become such a distinctive species focus on evolution.
Becoming Human proposes a complementary theory of human uniqueness, focused on
development. Building on the seminal ideas of Vygotsky, it explains how those things that
make us most human are constructed during the first years of a child’s life. In this
groundbreaking work, Michael Tomasello draws from three decades of experimental research
with chimpanzees, bonobos, and children to propose a new framework for psychological
growth between birth and seven years of age. He identifies eight pathways that differentiate
humans from their primate relatives: social cognition, communication, cultural learning,
cooperative thinking, collaboration, prosociality, social norms, and moral identity. In each of
these, great apes possess rudimentary abilities, but the maturation of humans’ evolved
capacities for shared intentionality transform these abilities into uniquely human cognition and
sociality.

Dynamics of Human Biocultural Diversity
How did human minds become so different from those of other animals? What accounts for our
capacity to understand the way the physical world works, to think ourselves into the minds of
others, to gossip, read, tell stories about the past, and imagine the future? These questions are
not new: they have been debated by philosophers, psychologists, anthropologists,
evolutionists, and neurobiologists over the course of centuries. One explanation widely
accepted today is that humans have special cognitive instincts. Unlike other living animal
species, we are born with complicated mechanisms for reasoning about causation, reading the
minds of others, copying behaviors, and using language. Cecilia Heyes agrees that adult
humans have impressive pieces of cognitive equipment. In her framing, however, these
cognitive gadgets are not instincts programmed in the genes but are constructed in the course
of childhood through social interaction. Cognitive gadgets are products of cultural evolution,
rather than genetic evolution. At birth, the minds of human babies are only subtly different from
the minds of newborn chimpanzees. We are friendlier, our attention is drawn to different things,
and we have a capacity to learn and remember that outstrips the abilities of newborn
chimpanzees. Yet when these subtle differences are exposed to culture-soaked human
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environments, they have enormous effects. They enable us to upload distinctively human ways
of thinking from the social world around us. As Cognitive Gadgets makes clear, from birth our
malleable human minds can learn through culture not only what to think but how to think it.

Becoming Human Again
(unseen), $12.95. Donnelly explicates and defends an account of human rights as universal
rights. Considering the competing claims of the universality, particularity, and relativity of
human rights, he argues that the historical contingency and particularity of human rights is
completely compatible with a conception of human rights as universal moral rights, and thus
does not require the acceptance of claims of cultural relativism. The book moves between
theoretical argument and historical practice. Rigorous and tightly-reasoned, material and
perspectives from many disciplines are incorporated. Paper edition Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Becoming Human
Becoming Human argues that human identity was articulated and extended across a wide
range of textual, visual, and artifactual assemblages from the twelfth to the fifteenth centuries.
J. Allan Mitchell shows how the formation of the child expresses a manifold and mutable style
of being. To be human is to learn to dwell among a welter of things. A searching and
provocative historical inquiry into human becoming, the book presents a set of idiosyncratic
essays on embryology and infancy, play and games, and manners, meals, and other messes.
While it makes significant contributions to medieval scholarship on the body, family, and
material culture, Becoming Human theorizes anew what might be called a medieval ecological
imaginary. Mitchell examines a broad array of phenomenal objects—including medical
diagrams, toy knights, tableware, conduct texts, dream visions, and scientific instruments—and
in the process reanimates distinctly medieval ontologies. In addressing the emergence of the
human in the later Middle Ages, Mitchell identifies areas where humanity remains at risk. In
illuminating the past, he shines fresh light on our present.

Your Inner Fish
Winner of the William James Book Award “MagisterialMakes an impressive argument that
most distinctly human traits are established early in childhood and that the general chronology
in which these traits appear can at least—and at last—be identified.” —Wall Street Journal
“Theoretically daring and experimentally ingenious, Becoming Human squarely tackles the
abiding question of what makes us human.” —Susan Gelman, University of Michigan Virtually
all theories of how humans have become such a distinctive species focus on evolution.
Becoming Human proposes a complementary theory of human uniqueness, focused on
development. Building on the seminal ideas of Vygotsky, it explains how those things that
make us most human are constructed during the first years of a child’s life. In this
groundbreaking work, Michael Tomasello draws from three decades of experimental research
with chimpanzees, bonobos, and children to propose a new framework for psychological
growth between birth and seven years of age. He identifies eight pathways that differentiate
humans from their primate relatives: social cognition, communication, cultural learning,
cooperative thinking, collaboration, prosociality, social norms, and moral identity. In each of
these, great apes possess rudimentary abilities, but the maturation of humans’ evolved
capacities for shared intentionality transform these abilities into uniquely human cognition and
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sociality.
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