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A World Beyond Physics
“The most honest book about climate change yet.” —The Atlantic “The Infinite Jest of climate
books.” —The Baffler An eye-opening look at the consequences of coal mining and oil and natural gas
production—the second of a two volume work by award-winning author William T. Vollmann on the
ideologies of energy production and the causes of climate change The second volume of William T.
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Vollmann's epic book about the factors and human actions that have led to global warming begins in the
coal fields of West Virginia and Eastern Kentucky, where "America's best friend" is not merely a fuel,
but a "heritage." Over the course of four years Vollmann finds hollowed out towns with coal-polluted
streams and acidified drinking water; makes covert visits to mountaintop removal mines; and offers
documented accounts of unpaid fines for federal health and safety violations and of miners who died
because their bosses cut corners to make more money. To write about natural gas, Vollmann journeys to
Greeley, Colorado, where he interviews anti-fracking activists, a city planner, and a homeowner with
serious health issues from fracking. Turning to oil production, he speaks with, among others, the former
CEO of Conoco and a vice president of the Bank of Oklahoma in charge of energy loans, and conducts
furtive roadside interviews of guest workers performing oil-related contract labor in the United Arab
Emirates. As with its predecessor, No Immediate Danger, this volume seeks to understand and listen, not
to lay blame--except in a few corporate and political cases where outrage is clearly due. Vollmann is a
carbon burner just like the rest of us; he describes and quantifies his own power use, then looks around
him, trying to explain to the future why it was that we went against scientific consensus, continually
increasing the demand for electric power and insisting that we had no good alternative.

Panpsychism in the West, revised edition
Philosophy of Mind: The Basics is a concise and engaging introduction to the fundamental philosophical
questions and theories about the mind. The author Amy Kind, a leading expert in the field, examines
central issues concerning the nature of consciousness, thought, and emotion. The book addresses key
questions such as: What is the nature of the mind? What is the relationship between the mind and the
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brain? Can machines have minds? How will future technology impact the mind? With a glossary of key
terms and suggestions for further reading, Philosophy of Mind: The Basics is an ideal starting point for
anyone seeking a lively and accessible introduction to the rich and complex study of philosophy of mind.

The Routledge Handbook of Panpsychism
An investigation of some of the most contentious debates of our time, Galileo's Middle Finger describes
Alice Dreger's experiences on the front lines of scientific controversy, where for two decades she has
worked as an advocate for victims of unethical research while also defending the right of scientists to
pursue challenging research into human identities. Dreger's own attempts to reconcile academic freedom
with the pursuit of justice grew out of her research into the treatment of people born intersex (formerly
called hermaphrodites). Among the subjects she covers in the book are the anthropologist Napoleon
Chagnon, falsely accused in a bestselling book of committing genocide against a South American tribe;
the psychologist Michael Bailey, accused of abusing transgender women; and the evolutionary biologist
E. O. Wilson, accused of fomenting rightwing ideas about human nature. Galileo's Middle Finger
describes Dreger's long and harrowing journey back and forth between the two camps for which she felt
equal empathy: social justice warriors and researchers determined to put truth before politics.

No Immediate Danger
"Rosenberg introduces a new paradigm called Liberal Naturalism for thinking about what causation is,
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about the natural world, and about how to create a detailed model to go along with the new paradigm.
Arguing that experience is part of the categorical foundations of causality, he shows that within this new
paradigm there is a place for something essentially like consciousness in all its traditional mysterious
respects."--BOOK JACKET.

Galileo's Muse
How did life start? Is the evolution of life describable by any physics-like laws? Stuart Kauffman's latest
book offers an explanation-beyond what the laws of physics can explain-of the progression from a
complex chemical environment to molecular reproduction, metabolism and to early protocells, and
further evolution to what we recognize as life. Among the estimated one hundred billion solar systems in
the known universe, evolving life is surely abundant. That evolution is a process of "becoming" in each
case. Since Newton, we have turned to physics to assess reality. But physics alone cannot tell us where we
came from, how we arrived, and why our world has evolved past the point of unicellular organisms to an
extremely complex biosphere. Building on concepts from his work as a complex systems researcher at
the Santa Fe Institute, Kauffman focuses in particular on the idea of cells constructing themselves and
introduces concepts such as "constraint closure." Living systems are defined by the concept of
"organization" which has not been focused on in enough in previous works. Cells are autopoetic systems
that build themselves: they literally construct their own constraints on the release of energy into a few
degrees of freedom that constitutes the very thermodynamic work by which they build their own self
creating constraints. Living cells are "machines" that construct and assemble their own working parts.
The emergence of such systems-the origin of life problem-was probably a spontaneous phase transition
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to self-reproduction in complex enough prebiotic systems. The resulting protocells were capable of
Darwin's heritable variation, hence open-ended evolution by natural selection. Evolution propagates this
burgeoning organization. Evolving living creatures, by existing, create new niches into which yet further
new creatures can emerge. If life is abundant in the universe, this self-constructing, propagating,
exploding diversity takes us beyond physics to biospheres everywhere.

The Vindication of Absolute Idealism
Mathematics depends on proofs, and proofs must begin somewhere, from some fundamental
assumptions. The axioms of set theory have long played this role, so the question of how they are
properly judged is of central importance. Maddy discusses the appropriate methods for such evaluations
and the philosophical backdrop that makes them appropriate.

Modern Indian Responses to Religious Pluralism
Inspired by a long fascination with Galileo, and by the remarkable surviving letters of Galileo's daughter,
a cloistered nun, Dava Sobel has written a biography unlike any other of the man Albert Einstein called
"the father of modern physics- indeed of modern science altogether." Galileo's Daughter also presents a
stunning portrait of a person hitherto lost to history, described by her father as "a woman of exquisite
mind, singular goodness, and most tenderly attached to me." Galileo's Daughter dramatically recolors
the personality and accomplishment of a mythic figure whose seventeenth-century clash with Catholic
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doctrine continues to define the schism between science and religion. Moving between Galileo's grand
public life and Maria Celeste's sequestered world, Sobel illuminates the Florence of the Medicis and the
papal court in Rome during the pivotal era when humanity's perception of its place in the cosmos was
about to be overturned. In that same time, while the bubonic plague wreaked its terrible devastation and
the Thirty Years' War tipped fortunes across Europe, one man sought to reconcile the Heaven he
revered as a good Catholic with the heavens he revealed through his telescope. With all the human
drama and scientific adventure that distinguished Dava Sobel's previous book Longitude, Galileo's
Daughter is an unforgettable story

Consciousness and Its Place in Nature
An argument that consciousness, more widespread than previously assumed, is the feeling of being alive,
not a type of computation or a clever hack. In The Feeling of Life Itself, Christof Koch offers a
straightforward definition of consciousness as any subjective experience, from the most mundane to the
most exalted--the feeling of being alive. Psychologists study which cognitive operations underpin a given
conscious perception. Neuroscientists track the neural correlates of consciousness in the brain, the organ
of the mind. But why the brain and not, say, the liver? How can the brain, three pounds of highly
excitable matter, a piece of furniture in the universe, subject to the same laws of physics as any other
piece, give rise to subjective experience? Koch argues that what is needed to answer these questions is a
quantitative theory that starts with experience and proceeds to the brain. In The Feeling of Life Itself,
Koch outlines such a theory, based on integrated information. Koch describes how the theory explains
many facts about the neurology of consciousness and how it has been used to build a clinically useful
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consciousness meter. The theory predicts that many, and perhaps all, animals experience the sights and
sounds of life; consciousness is much more widespread than conventionally assumed. Contrary to
received wisdom, however, Koch argues that programmable computers will not have consciousness.
Even a perfect software model of the brain is not conscious. Its simulation is fake consciousness.
Consciousness is not a special type of computation--it is not a clever hack. Consciousness is about being.

Galileo's Mistake
“The most honest book about climate change yet.” —The Atlantic “The Infinite Jest of climate
books.” —The Baffler A timely, eye-opening book about climate change and energy generation that
focuses on the consequences of nuclear power production, from award-winning author William T.
Vollmann In his nonfiction, William T. Vollmann has won acclaim as a singular voice tackling some of
the most important issues of our age, from poverty to violence to the dark soul of American imperialism
as it has played out on the U.S./Mexico border. Now, Vollmann turns to a topic that will define the
generations to come--the factors and human actions that have led to global warming. Vollmann begins
No Immediate Danger, the first volume of Carbon Ideologies, by examining and quantifying the many
causes of climate change, from industrial manufacturing and agricultural practices to fossil fuel
extraction, economic demand for electric power, and the justifiable yearning of people all over the world
to live in comfort. Turning to nuclear power first, Vollmann then recounts multiple visits that he made at
significant personal risk over the course of seven years to the contaminated no-go zones and sad ghost
towns of Fukushima, Japan, beginning shortly after the tsunami and reactor meltdowns of 2011.
Equipped first only with a dosimeter and then with a scintillation counter, he measured radiation and
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interviewed tsunami victims, nuclear evacuees, anti-nuclear organizers and pro-nuclear utility workers.
Featuring Vollmann's signature wide learning, sardonic wit, and encyclopedic research, No Immediate
Danger, whose title co-opts the reassuring mantra of official Japanese energy experts, builds up a
powerful, sobering picture of the ongoing nightmare of Fukushima.

A Place for Consciousness
A fresh interpretation of the life of Galileo Galilei, one of history’s greatest and most fascinating
scientists, that sheds new light on his discoveries and how he was challenged by science deniers. “We
really need this story now, because we’re living through the next chapter of science denial” (Bill
McKibben). Galileo’s story may be more relevant today than ever before. At present, we face
enormous crises—such as the minimization of the dangers of climate change—because the science
behind these threats is erroneously questioned or ignored. Galileo encountered this problem 400 years
ago. His discoveries, based on careful observations and ingenious experiments, contradicted
conventional wisdom and the teachings of the church at the time. Consequently, in a blatant assault on
freedom of thought, his books were forbidden by church authorities. Astrophysicist and bestselling
author Mario Livio draws on his own scientific expertise to provide captivating insights into how Galileo
reached his bold new conclusions about the cosmos and the laws of nature. A freethinker who followed
the evidence wherever it led him, Galileo was one of the most significant figures behind the scientific
revolution. He believed that every educated person should know science as well as literature, and insisted
on reaching the widest audience possible, publishing his books in Italian rather than Latin. Galileo was
put on trial with his life in the balance for refusing to renounce his scientific convictions. He remains a
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hero and inspiration to scientists and all of those who respect science—which, as Livio reminds us in this
gripping book, remains threatened even today.

No Good Alternative
Among the most profound questions we confront are the nature of what and who we are as conscious
beings, and how the human mind relates to the rest of what we consider reality. For millennia,
philosophers, scientists, and religious thinkers have attempted answers, perhaps none more meaningful
today than those offered by neuroscience and by Buddhism. The encounter between these two
worldviews has spurred ongoing conversations about what science and Buddhism can teach each other
about mind and reality. In Mind Beyond Brain, the neuroscientist David E. Presti, with the assistance of
other distinguished researchers, explores how evidence for anomalous phenomena—such as near-death
experiences, apparent memories of past lives, apparitions, experiences associated with death, and other
so-called psi or paranormal phenomena, including telepathy, clairvoyance, and precognition—can
influence the Buddhism-science conversation. Presti describes the extensive but frequently
unacknowledged history of scientific investigation into these phenomena, demonstrating its relevance to
questions about consciousness and reality. The new perspectives opened up, if we are willing to take
evidence of such often off-limits topics seriously, offer significant challenges to dominant explanatory
paradigms and raise the prospect that we may be poised for truly revolutionary developments in the
scientific investigation of mind. Mind Beyond Brain represents the next level in the science and
Buddhism dialogue.
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Conscious
A core philosophical project is the attempt to uncover the fundamental nature of reality, the limited set
of facts upon which all other facts depend. Perhaps the most popular theory of fundamental reality in
contemporary analytic philosophy is physicalism, the view that the world is fundamentally physical in
nature. The first half of this book argues that physicalist views cannot account for the evident reality of
conscious experience, and hence that physicalism cannot be true. Unusually for an opponent of
physicalism, Goff argues that there are big problems with the most well-known arguments against
physicalismChalmers' zombie conceivability argument and Jackson's knowledge argumentand proposes
significant modifications. The second half of the book explores and defends a recently rediscovered
theory of fundamental realityor perhaps rather a grouping of such theoriesknown as 'Russellian
monism.' Russellian monists draw inspiration from a couple of theses defended by Bertrand Russell in
The Analysis of Matter in 1927. Russell argued that physics, for all its virtues, gives us a radically
incomplete picture of the world. It tells us only about the extrinsic, mathematical features of material
entities, and leaves us in the dark about their intrinsic nature, about how they are in and of themselves.
Following Russell, Russellian monists suppose that it is this 'hidden' intrinsic nature of matter that
explains human and animal consciousness. Some Russellian monists adopt panpsychism, the view that
the intrinsic natures of basic material entities involve consciousness; others hold that basic material
entities are proto-conscious rather than conscious. Throughout the second half of the book various forms
of Russellian monism are surveyed, and the key challenges facing it are discussed. The penultimate
chapter defends a cosmopsychist form of Russellian monism, according to which all facts are grounded
in facts about the conscious universe.
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The Great Philosophers: The Lives and Ideas of History's Greatest Thinkers
An influential neuroscientist presents a narrative exploration of consciousness that covers such topics as
the important and less-important regions of the brain, the shifting of consciousness with sleep and the
role of awareness in an evolving consciousness. 25,000 first printing.

Dialogues Concerning Two New Sciences
Panpsychism is the view that consciousness – the most puzzling and strangest phenomenon in the entire
universe – is a fundamental and ubiquitous feature of the world, though in a form very remote from
human consciousness. At a very basic level, the world is awake. Panpsychism seems implausible to most,
and yet it has experienced a remarkable renaissance of interest over the last quarter century. The reason
is the stubbornly intractable problem of consciousness. Despite immense progress in understanding the
brain and its relation to states of consciousness, we still really have no idea how consciousness emerges
from physical processes which are presumed to be entirely non-conscious. The Routledge Handbook of
Panpsychism provides a high-level comprehensive examination and assessment of the subject – its
history and contemporary development. It offers 28 chapters, appearing in print here for the first time,
from the world’s leading researchers on panpsychism. The chapters are divided into four sections that
integrate panpsychism’s relevance with important issues in philosophy of mind, philosophy of science,
metaphysics, and even ethics: Historical Reflections Forms of Panpsychism Comparative Alternatives
How Does Panpsychism Work? The volume will be useful to students and scholars as both an
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introduction and as cutting-edge philosophical engagement with the subject. For anyone interested in a
philosophical approach to panpsychism, the Handbook will supply fascinating and enlightening reading.
The topics covered are highly diverse, representing a spectrum of views on the nature of mind and world
from various standpoints which take panpsychism seriously.

Defending the Axioms
Materialism asserts that the universe and everything within it, including ourselves, is a deterministic
machine, trapped until the end of time on the rigid tracks of inviolable laws. Only the mechanisms of
physics - forces, electrical charges, and so on - are consequential; nothing else matters. Experiences, such
as the taste of honey, feelings, thoughts, choices: everything concerning the mind is an illusion, or is at
best a useless and absurd epiphenomenon. This accessible and engagingly-written book is a serious
philosophical work, giving solid reasons for rejecting materialism, and proposing an alternative
metaphysical framework that is fully consistent with science. In the sensuous cosmos, our essence is that
we experience the world in all its exquisite, sensual beauty and unbearable suffering.

Panpsychism
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Foundations of the Universe
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A provocative examination of the 1633 trial of Galileo by the Inquisition contends that the Galileo
incited the opinions of his prosecutors by arguing against spirituality and that the disagreement was more
about the nature of truth than about religious differences. 15,000 first printing.

Galileo's Error
For the last five years philosopher Galen Strawson has provoked a mixture of shock and scepticism with
his carefully argued case that physicalism (the view that every real, concrete phenomenon in the universe
is physical) entails panpsychism (the view that the existence of every real concrete thing involves
experiential being). In this book Strawson provides the fullest and most careful statement of his position
to date, throwing down the gauntlet to his critics -- including Peter Carruthers, Frank Jackson, David
Rosenthal and J.J.C. Smart -- by inviting them to respond in print. The book concludes with Strawson's
response to his commentators. Galen Strawson's books include Mental Reality, The Self? and Freedom
and Belief.

The Idea of the World
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "If you’ve ever wondered how you have the capacity to wonder,
some fascinating insights await you in these pages.” --Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling author
of Originals As concise and enlightening as Seven Brief Lessons on Physics and Astrophysics for People
in a Hurry, this mind-expanding dive into the mystery of consciousness is an illuminating meditation on
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the self, free will, and felt experience. What is consciousness? How does it arise? And why does it exist?
We take our experience of being in the world for granted. But the very existence of consciousness raises
profound questions: Why would any collection of matter in the universe be conscious? How are we able
to think about this? And why should we? In this wonderfully accessible book, Annaka Harris guides us
through the evolving definitions, philosophies, and scientific findings that probe our limited
understanding of consciousness. Where does it reside, and what gives rise to it? Could it be an illusion, or
a universal property of all matter? As we try to understand consciousness, we must grapple with how to
define it and, in the age of artificial intelligence, who or what might possess it. Conscious offers lively and
challenging arguments that alter our ideas about consciousness—allowing us to think freely about it for
ourselves, if indeed we can.

Mind Beyond Brain
When Timothy Sprigge's The Vindication of Absolute Idealism appeared in 1983 it ran very much
against the grain of the dominant linguistic and analytic traditions of philosophy in Britain. The very title
of this work was a challenge to those who believed that Absolute Idealism fell with the critiques of
Bertrand Russell and G. E. Moore at the beginning of the 20th century. Sprigge, however, saw himself
as providing an underrepresented position in the philosophical spectrum rather than as advocating an
abandoned view. For him, idealism did not fall at any determinate point in the history of philosophy.
The truth of any philosophical thesis cannot depend on what happens to be currently fashionable, but
rather must stand on the soundness of philosophical argument. To this end, The Vindication of Absolute
Idealism is a bold statement of his conclusions, a synthesis of panpsychism and absolute idealism, which
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he contends is the most satisfactory solution to the question of the nature of consciousness and the mindbody problem. Sprigge's view of consciousness remains a challenge to mainstream physicalism and a
viable option that addresses pressing contemporary concerns not only in metaphysics and philosophy of
mind but also in environmental ethics and animal rights.

The New Science of Consciousness
The study of modern Indian responses to the challenge of pluralism reveals the outcome of 2500 years of
experience in this living laboratory of religious encounter, and offers wisdom to the modern West in
its relatively recent encounter with this challenge. A remarkable team of scholars joins forces in this book
to examine how religious pluralism actually functions in India. It focuses on both the responses from
within Hinduism and of other religions in India, with chapters on Parsis, Indian Islam, Indian
Christianity, Sikhism, and Tibetan Buddhism.

Philosophy of Mind: The Basics
In 1638, Galileo was over seventy years old, blind, and confined to house arrest outside of Florence.
With the help of friends and family, he managed to complete and smuggle to the Netherlands a
manuscript that became his final published work, Two New Sciences. Treating diverse subjects that
became the foundations of mechanical engineering and physics, this book is often depicted as the
definitive expression of Galileo’s purportedly modern scientific agenda. In Reading Galileo, Renée
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Raphael offers a new interpretation of Two New Sciences which argues instead that the work embodied
no such coherent canonical vision. Raphael alleges that it was written €”and originally
read €”as the eclectic product of the types of discursive textual analysis and meandering descriptive
practices Galileo professed to reject in favor of more qualitative scholarship. Focusing on annotations
period readers left in the margins of extant copies and on the notes and teaching materials of seventeenthcentury university professors whose lessons were influenced by Galileo’s text, Raphael explores the
ways in which a range of early-modern readers, from ordinary natural philosophers to well-known
savants, responded to Galileo. She highlights the contrast between the practices of Galileo’s actual
readers, who followed more traditional, "bookish" scholarly methods, and their image, constructed by
Galileo and later historians, as "modern" mathematical experimenters. Two New Sciences has not
previously been the subject of such rigorous attention and analysis. Reading Galileo considerably
changes our understanding of Galileo’s important work while offering a well-executed case study in the
reception of an early-modern scientific classic. This important text will be of interest to a wide range of
historians €”of science, of scholarly practices and the book, and of early-modern intellectual and
cultural history.

I Am a Strange Loop
This book provides a novel formulation and defence of moral error theory. It also provides a novel
solution to the so-called now what question; viz., the question what we should do with our moral thought
and talk after moral error theory. The novel formulation of moral error theory uses pragmatic
presupposition rather than conceptual entailment to argue that moral judgments carry a non-negotiable
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commitment to categorical moral reasons. The new answer to the now what question is pragmatic
presupposition substitutionism: we should substitute our current moral judgments, which pragmatically
presuppose the existence of categorical moral reasons with ‘schmoral’ judgments that pragmatically
presuppose the existence of a specific class of prudential reasons. These are prudential reasons that,
when we act on them, contribute to the satisfaction of what the author calls ‘the fundamental desire’;
namely, the desire to live in a world with mutually beneficial cooperation.

Phi
An original, endlessly thought-provoking, and controversial look at the nature of consciousness and
identity argues that the key to understanding selves and consciousness is the "strange loop," a special
kind of abstract feedback loop inhabiting our brains.

Galileo
A rigorous case for the primacy of mind in nature, from philosophy to neuroscience, psychology and
physics. The Idea of the World offers a grounded alternative to the frenzy of unrestrained abstractions
and unexamined assumptions in philosophy and science today. This book examines what can be learned
about the nature of reality based on conceptual parsimony, straightforward logic and empirical evidence
from fields as diverse as physics and neuroscience. It compiles an overarching case for idealism - the
notion that reality is essentially mental - from ten original articles the author has previously published in
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leading academic journals. The case begins with an exposition of the logical fallacies and internal
contradictions of the reigning physicalist ontology and its popular alternatives, such as bottom-up
panpsychism. It then advances a compelling formulation of idealism that elegantly makes sense of - and
reconciles - classical and quantum worlds. The main objections to idealism are systematically refuted and
empirical evidence is reviewed that corroborates the formulation presented here. The book closes with
an analysis of the hidden psychological motivations behind mainstream physicalism and the implications
of idealism for the way we relate to the world.

Metasemantics
‘Suddenly the universe appears in a new and much more revealing perspective. A splendid
introduction to this fascinating idea' Philip Pullman From a leading philosopher of mind comes this
lucid, provocative argument that offers a radically new picture of human consciousness—panpsychism.
Understanding how brains produce consciousness is one of the great scientific challenges of our age.
Some philosophers argue that consciousness is something “extra,” beyond the physical workings of the
brain. Others think that if we persist in our standard scientific methods, our questions about
consciousness will eventually be answered. Some even suggest that the mystery is so deep that it will
never be solved. Decades have been spent in trying to explain consciousness from within our current
scientific paradigm, but little progress has been made. Now, Philip Goff offers an exciting alternative that
could pave the way forward. Rooted in an analysis of the philosophical underpinnings of modern science
and based on the early 20th century work of Arthur Eddington and Bertrand Russell, Goff makes the
case for panpsychism, a theory which posits that consciousness is not confined to biological entities but is
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a fundamental feature of all physical matter—from subatomic particles to the human brain. In Galileo's
Error, he has taken the first step on a new path toward the final theory of human consciousness. 'A mustread for anyone interested in the future of consciousness studies' Annaka Harris, New York Times
bestselling author of Conscious: A Brief Guide to the Fundamental Mystery of the Mind

Galileo and the Art of Reasoning
The work of Galileo has long been important not only as a foundation of modern physics but also as a
model - and perhaps the paradigmatic model - of scientific method, and therefore as a leading example
of scientific rationality. However, as we know, the matter is not so simple. The range of Galileo readings
is so varied that one may be led to the conclusion that it is a case of chacun a son Galileo; that here, as
with the Bible, or Plato or Kant or Freud or Finnegan's Wake, the texts themselves underdetermine just
what moral is to be pointed. But if there is no canonical reading, how can the texts be taken as evidence
or example of a canonical view of scientific rationality, as in Galileo? Or is it the case, instead, that we
decide a priori what the norms of rationality are and then pick through texts to fmd those which satisfy
these norms? Specifically, how and on what grounds are we to accept or reject scientific theories, or
scientific reasoning? If we are to do this on the basis of historical analysis of how, in fact, theories came to
be accepted or rejected, how shall we distinguish 'is' from 'ought'? What follows (if anything does) from
such analysis or reconstruction about how theories ought to be accepted or rejected? Maurice
Finocchiaro's study of Galileo brings an important and original approach to the question of scientific
rationality by way of a systematic read
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Consciousness and Fundamental Reality
The Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Consciousness provides the most comprehensive overview
of current philosophical research on consciousness. Featuring contributions from some of the most
prominent experts in the field, it explores the wide range of types of consciousness there may be, the
many psychological phenomena with which consciousness interacts, and the various views concerning
the ultimate relationship between consciousness and physical reality. It is an essential and authoritative
resource for anyone working in philosophy of mind or interested in states of consciousness.

Reading Galileo
The Feeling of Life Itself
Mark Peterson makes an extraordinary claim in this fascinating book focused around the life and
thought of Galileo: it was the mathematics of Renaissance arts, not Renaissance sciences, that became
modern science. Painters, poets, musicians, and architects brought about a scientific revolution that
eluded the philosopher-scientists of the day.

Moral Error Theory
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Recent debates in philosophy of mind seemingly have resulted in an impasse. Reductive physicalism
cannot account for the phenomenal mind, and nonreductive physicalism cannot safeguard a causal role
for the mental as mental. Dualism was formerly considered to be the only viable alternative, but in
addition to exacerbating the problem of mental causation, it is hard to square with a naturalist
evolutionary framework. By 1979, Thomas Nagel argued that if reductionism and dualism fail, and a
non-reductionist form of strong emergence cannot be made intelligible, then panpsychism-the thesis that
mental being is a fundamental and ubiquitous feature of the universe-might be a viable alternative. But it
was not until David Chalmers' The Conscious Mind in 1996 that debates on panpsychism entered the
philosophical mainstream. Since then the field has been growing rapidly, and some leading philosophers
of mind as well as scientist have argued in favor of panpsychism. This book features contemporary
arguments for panpsychism as a genuine alternative in analytic philosophy of mind in the 21st century.
Different varieties of panpsychism are represented and systematically related to each other in the
volume's 16 essays, which feature not only proponents of panpsychism but also prominent critics from
both the physicalist and non-physicalist camps.

Content and Consciousness
Metasemantics presents new work on the philosophical foundations of linguistic semantics. Experts in the
philosophy of language, metaphysics, and the theory of content provide new perspectives on old
problems about linguistic meaning, pose questions that suggest novel research projects, and sharpen our
understanding of linguistic representation.
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The Character of Consciousness
An updated edition of a comprehensive study of the theory that mind exists, in some form, in all living
and nonliving things. In Panpsychism in the West, the first comprehensive study of the subject, David
Skrbina argues for the importance of panpsychism—the theory that mind exists, in some form, in all
living and nonliving things—in consideration of the nature of consciousness and mind. Panpsychism,
with its conception of mind as a general phenomenon of nature, uniquely links being and mind. More
than a theory of mind, it is a meta-theory—a statement about theories of mind rather than a theory in
itself. Panpsychism can parallel almost every current theory of mind; it simply holds that, no matter how
one conceives of mind, such mind applies to all things. After a brief discussion of general issues
surrounding philosophy of mind, Skrbina examines the panpsychist views of philosophers from the preSocratics to the post-structuralists. The original edition of Panpsychism in the West helped to
reinvigorate a neglected and important aspect of philosophic thinking. This revised edition offers
expanded and updated material that reflects the growth of panpsychism as a subdiscipline. It covers the
problem of emergence of mind from a non-mental reality and the combination problem in greater detail.
It offers expanded coverage of the pre-Socratics and Plato; a new section on Augustine; expanded
discussions of Continental panpsychism, scientific arguments, Nietzsche, and Whitehead; and a new
section on Russellian monism. With this edition, Panpsychism in the West will be continue to be the
standard work on the topic.

The Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Consciousness
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Galileo's Middle Finger
Neuroscientist and psychologist Michael S. A. Graziano puts forward a groundbreaking new theory on
the origin of consciousness. Focusing attention can help an animal find food or flee a predator. It also
may have led to consciousness. Tracing evolution over millions of years, Michael S. A. Graziano uses
examples from the natural world to show how neurons first allowed animals to develop simple forms of
attention: taking in messages from the environment, prioritizing them, and responding as necessary.
Then some animals evolved covert attention—a roving mental focus that can take in information apart
from where the senses are pointed, like hearing sirens at a distance or recalling a memory. Graziano
proposes that in order to monitor and control this specialized attention, the brain evolved a simplified
model of it—a cartoonish self-description depicting an internal essence with a capacity for knowledge
and experience. In other words, consciousness. In this eye-opening work drawn from his and other
scientists’ experiments, Graziano accessibly explores how this sense of an inner being led to empathy
and formed us into social beings. The theory may point the way to engineers for building consciousness
artificially, and even someday taking the natural consciousness of a person and uploading it into a
machine for a digital afterlife. Graziano discusses what a future with artificial conscious might be like,
including both advantages and risks, and what AI might mean for our evolutionary future.

Moral Error Theory
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This book explains in layperson's terms a new approach to studying consciousness based on a
partnership between neuroscientists and complexity scientists. The author, a physicist turned
neuroscientist, outlines essential features of this partnership. The new science goes well beyond
traditional cognitive science and simple neural networks, which are often the focus in artificial
intelligence research. It involves many fields including neuroscience, artificial intelligence, physics,
cognitive science, and psychiatry. What causes autism, schizophrenia, and Alzheimer's disease? How
does our unconscious influence our actions? As the author shows, these important questions can be
viewed in a new light when neuroscientists and complexity scientists work together. This crossdisciplinary approach also offers fresh insights into the major unsolved challenge of our age: the origin of
self-awareness. Do minds emerge from brains? Or is something more involved? Using human social
networks as a metaphor, the author explains how brain behavior can be compared with the collective
behavior of large-scale global systems. Emergent global systems that interact and form relationships with
lower levels of organization and the surrounding environment provide useful models for complex brain
functions. By blending lucid explanations with illuminating analogies, this book offers the general reader
a window into the latest exciting developments in brain research.

Panpsychism
Since the beginning of time mankind has struggled with the big questions surrounding our existence.
Whilst most people have heard of Socrates, Machiavelli and Nietzsche, many are less clear on their
theories and key concepts. In The Great Philosophers, bestselling author Stephen Law condenses and
deciphers their fundamental ideas. Avoiding the technical jargon and complex logic associated with most
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books on philosophy, Law brings the thoughts of these great thinkers, from Confucius and Buddha to
Wittgenstein and Sartre, to life.

Rethinking Consciousness: A Scientific Theory of Subjective Experience
In which a scientist searches for an empirical explanation for phenomenal experience, spurred by his
instinctual belief that life is meaningful. What links conscious experience of pain, joy, color, and smell to
bioelectrical activity in the brain? How can anything physical give rise to nonphysical, subjective,
conscious states? Christof Koch has devoted much of his career to bridging the seemingly unbridgeable
gap between the physics of the brain and phenomenal experience. This engaging book--part scientific
overview, part memoir, part futurist speculation--describes Koch's search for an empirical explanation
for consciousness. Koch recounts not only the birth of the modern science of consciousness but also the
subterranean motivation for his quest--his instinctual (if "romantic") belief that life is meaningful. Koch
describes his own groundbreaking work with Francis Crick in the 1990s and 2000s and the gradual
emergence of consciousness (once considered a "fringy" subject) as a legitimate topic for scientific
investigation. Present at this paradigm shift were Koch and a handful of colleagues, including Ned Block,
David Chalmers, Stanislas Dehaene, Giulio Tononi, Wolf Singer, and others. Aiding and abetting it
were new techniques to listen in on the activity of individual nerve cells, clinical studies, and brainimaging technologies that allowed safe and noninvasive study of the human brain in action. Koch gives
us stories from the front lines of modern research into the neurobiology of consciousness as well as his
own reflections on a variety of topics, including the distinction between attention and awareness, the
unconscious, how neurons respond to Homer Simpson, the physics and biology of free will, dogs, Der
Page 25/29

Free Copy Galileos Error Foundations For A New Science Of Consciousness
Ring des Nibelungen, sentient machines, the loss of his belief in a personal God, and sadness. All of them
are signposts in the pursuit of his life's work--to uncover the roots of consciousness.

Galileo's Daughter
Jonas Olson presents a critical survey of moral error theory, the view that there are no moral facts and so
all moral claims are false. In Part I (History), he explores the historical context of the debate, and
discusses the moral error theories of David Hume and of some more or less influential twentieth century
philosophers, including Axel H gerstr m, Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and Richard
Robinson. He argues that the early cases for moral error theory are suggestive but that they would have
been stronger had they included something like J. L. Mackie's arguments that moral properties and facts
are metaphysically queer. Part II (Critique) focuses on these arguments. Olson identifies four queerness
arguments, concerning supervenience, knowledge, motivation, and irreducible normativity, and goes on
to establish that while the first three are not compelling, the fourth has considerable force, especially
when combined with debunking explanations of why we tend to believe that there are moral properties
and facts when in fact there are none. One conclusion of Part II is that a plausible error theory takes the
form of an error theory about irreducible normativity. In Part III (Defence), Olson considers challenges
according to which that kind of error theory has problematic ramifications regarding hypothetical
reasons, epistemic reasons, and deliberation. He ends his discussion with a consideration of the
implications of moral error theory for ordinary moral thought and talk, and for normative theorizing.
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Consciousness
In this book David Chalmers follows up and extends his thoughts and arguments on the nature of
consciousness that he first set forth in his groundbreaking 1996 book, The Conscious Mind.
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