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Station Eleven
From the bestselling author of How to Get Filthy Rich in
Rising Asia, and Exit West, coming in March 2017, “a nearperfect essay collection, filled with insight, compassion, and
intellect." (NPR) Mohsin Hamid’s brilliant, moving, and
extraordinarily clever novels have not only made him an
international bestseller, they have earned him a reputation as
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a “master critic of the modern global condition” (Foreign
Policy). His stories are at once timeless and of-the-moment,
and his themes are universal: love, language, ambition,
power, corruption, religion, family, identity. Here he explores
this terrain from a different angle in essays that deftly
counterpoise the personal and the political, and are shot
through with the same passion, imagination, and breathtaking
shifts of perspective that gives his fiction its unmistakable
electric charge. A “water lily” who has called three countries
on three continents his home—Pakistan, the birthplace to
which he returned as a young father; the United States,
where he spent his childhood and young adulthood; and
Britain, where he married and became a citizen—Hamid writes
about overlapping worlds with fluidity and penetrating insight.
Whether he is discussing courtship rituals or pop culture,
drones or the rhythms of daily life in an extended family
compound, he transports us beyond the scarifying headlines
of an anxious West and a volatile East, beyond stereotype
and assumption, and helps to bring a dazzling diverse global
culture within emotional and intellectual reach.

The Fall of Rome
**The instant New York Times bestseller.** *An international
bestseller.* “Hugely impressive, a major work.”—NPR A
pioneering and groundbreaking work of narrative nonfiction
that offers a dramatic new perspective on the history of
humankind, showing how through millennia, the mosquito has
been the single most powerful force in determining
humanity’s fate Why was gin and tonic the cocktail of choice
for British colonists in India and Africa? What does Starbucks
have to thank for its global domination? What has protected
the lives of popes for millennia? Why did Scotland surrender
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its sovereignty to England? What was George Washington's
secret weapon during the American Revolution? The answer
to all these questions, and many more, is the mosquito.
Across our planet since the dawn of humankind, this
nefarious pest, roughly the size and weight of a grape seed,
has been at the frontlines of history as the grim reaper, the
harvester of human populations, and the ultimate agent of
historical change. As the mosquito transformed the
landscapes of civilization, humans were unwittingly required
to respond to its piercing impact and universal projection of
power. The mosquito has determined the fates of empires
and nations, razed and crippled economies, and decided the
outcome of pivotal wars, killing nearly half of humanity along
the way. She (only females bite) has dispatched an estimated
52 billion people from a total of 108 billion throughout our
relatively brief existence. As the greatest purveyor of
extermination we have ever known, she has played a greater
role in shaping our human story than any other living thing
with which we share our global village. Imagine for a moment
a world without deadly mosquitoes, or any mosquitoes, for
that matter? Our history and the world we know, or think we
know, would be completely unrecognizable. Driven by
surprising insights and fast-paced storytelling, The Mosquito
is the extraordinary untold story of the mosquito’s reign
through human history and her indelible impact on our
modern world order.

The Great Degeneration
What is Venice worth? To whom does this urban treasure
belong? This eloquent book by the internationally renowned
art historian Salvatore Settis urgently poses these questions,
igniting a new debate about the Pearl of the Adriatic and
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cultural patrimony at large. Venetians are increasingly
abandoning their hometown — there’s now only one resident
for every 140 visitors — and Venice’s fragile fate has become
emblematic of the future of historic cities everywhere as it
capitulates to tourists and those who profit from them. In If
Venice Dies, a fiery blend of history and cultural analysis,
Settis argues that “hit-and-run” visitors are turning landmark
urban settings into shopping malls and theme parks. He
warns that Western civilization’s prime achievements face
impending ruin from mass tourism and global cultural
homogenization. This is a passionate plea to secure Venice’s
future, written with consummate authority, wide-ranging
erudition and élan.

Civilization and Its Discontents
If Venice Dies
"In Learning to Die in the Anthropocene, Roy Scranton draws
on his experiences in Iraq to confront the grim realities of
climate change. The result is a fierce and provocative
book."--Elizabeth Kolbert, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History "Roy Scranton's
Learning to Die in the Anthropocene presents, without
extraneous bullshit, what we must do to survive on Earth. It's
a powerful, useful, and ultimately hopeful book that more than
any other I've read has the ability to change people's minds
and create change. For me, it crystallizes and expresses what
I've been thinking about and trying to get a grasp on. The
economical way it does so, with such clarity, sets the book
apart from most others on the subject."--Jeff VanderMeer,
author of the Southern Reach trilogy "Roy Scranton lucidly
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articulates the depth of the climate crisis with an honesty that
is all too rare, then calls for a reimagined humanism that will
help us meet our stormy future with as much decency as we
can muster. While I don't share his conclusions about the
potential for social movements to drive ambitious mitigation,
this is a wise and important challenge from an elegant writer
and original thinker. A critical intervention."--Naomi Klein,
author of This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the
Climate "Concise, elegant, erudite, heartfelt & wise."--Amitav
Ghosh, author of Flood of Fire "War veteran and journalist
Roy Scranton combines memoir, philosophy, and science
writing to craft one of the definitive documents of the modern
era."--The Believer Best Books of 2015 Coming home from
the war in Iraq, US Army private Roy Scranton thought he'd
left the world of strife behind. Then he watched as new
calamities struck America, heralding a threat far more
dangerous than ISIS or Al Qaeda: Hurricane Katrina,
Superstorm Sandy, megadrought--the shock and awe of
global warming. Our world is changing. Rising seas, spiking
temperatures, and extreme weather imperil global
infrastructure, crops, and water supplies. Conflict, famine,
plagues, and riots menace from every quarter. From warstricken Baghdad to the melting Arctic, human-caused climate
change poses a danger not only to political and economic
stability, but to civilization itself . . . and to what it means to be
human. Our greatest enemy, it turns out, is ourselves. The
warmer, wetter, more chaotic world we now live in--the
Anthropocene--demands a radical new vision of human life. In
this bracing response to climate change, Roy Scranton
combines memoir, reportage, philosophy, and Zen wisdom to
explore what it means to be human in a rapidly evolving
world, taking readers on a journey through street protests, the
latest findings of earth scientists, a historic UN summit,
millennia of geological history, and the persistent vitality of
Page 5/29

Download Ebook How Civilizations Die And Why
Islam Is Dying Too
ancient literature. Expanding on his influential New York
Times essay (the #1 most-emailed article the day it appeared,
and selected for Best American Science and Nature Writing
2014), Scranton responds to the existential problem of global
warming by arguing that in order to survive, we must come to
terms with our mortality. Plato argued that to philosophize is
to learn to die. If that’s true, says Scranton, then we have
entered humanity’s most philosophical age--for this is
precisely the problem of the Anthropocene. The trouble now
is that we must learn to die not as individuals, but as a
civilization. Roy Scranton has published in the New York
Times, Wall Street Journal, Rolling Stone, Boston Review,
and Theory and Event, and has been interviewed on NPR's
Fresh Air, among other media.

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World
The Strange Death of Europe is the internationally bestselling
account of a continent and a culture caught in the act of
suicide, now updated with new material taking in
developments since it was first published to huge acclaim.
These include rapid changes in the dynamics of global
politics, world leadership and terror attacks across Europe.
Douglas Murray travels across Europe to examine first-hand
how mass immigration, cultivated self-distrust and delusion
have contributed to a continent in the grips of its own demise.
From the shores of Lampedusa to migrant camps in Greece,
from Cologne to London, he looks critically at the factors that
have come together to make Europeans unable to argue for
themselves and incapable of resisting their alteration as a
society. Murray's "tremendous and shattering" book (The
Times) addresses the disappointing failures of
multiculturalism, Angela Merkel's U-turn on migration, the lack
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of repatriation and the Western fixation on guilt, uncovering
the malaise at the very heart of the European culture. His
conclusion is bleak, but the predictions not irrevocable. As
Murray argues, this may be our last chance to change the
outcome, before it's too late.

Conceptions of the Afterlife in Early Civilizations
Dr Tainter describes nearly two dozen cases of collapse and
reviews more than 2000 years of explanations. He then
develops a new and far-reaching theory.

Immortality
Why do cultures commit suicide? Why are we witnessing a
new great extinction of peoples? Why is the economic crisis
really a spiritual crisis? Probing the inner workings of
civilization in a tour d'horizon of cultural decline, Spengler
argues that Europe's postnational, secular dystopia is a death
trap, that the onslaught of modernity has plunged Islam into
an even greater crisis, and that the destiny of nations is
decided in the human heart, by religion. Christian America, in
spite of its follies and gullibility, has the spiritual strength to
restore the faith of the West. This book presents, in one
comprehensive volume, the wide scope of Spengler's
theories on Christianity, Islam, America, the financial crisis,
horror movies, modern art, Israel, Tolkien's Middle Earth,
tribalism, the global balance of power, demography, and sex
in the twenty-first century. he global balance of power,
demography, and sex in the twenty-first century. These highly
original essays may provoke you, even frighten you-but never
bore you. "In the more than twenty years I've known David
Goldman, he's always had an original take on the big picture
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and frequently has spotted key turning points well in advance
of the herd. He's an indispensable voice on financial
television and a must-read observer of politics and
economics." -Lawrence Kudlow CNBC Television "Ask
anyone in the intelligence business to name the world's most
brilliant intelligence service, and we'll all give the same
answer: Spengler. David P. Goldman's 'Spengler' columns
provide more insight than the CIA, MI6, and the Mossad
combined." -Herbert E. Meyer Meyer served during the
Reagan Administration as Special Assistant to the Director of
Central Intelligence and as Vice Chairman of the CIA's
National Intelligence Council.

The Mosquito
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's most
brilliant work. In it he states his views on the broad question
of man's place in the world. It has been praised, dissected,
lambasted, interpreted, and reinterpreted. Originally published
in 1930, it seeks to answer several questions fundamental to
human society and its organization—What influences led to the
creation of civilization? Why and how did it come to be? What
determines civilization’s trajectory? This process, argues
Freud, is an inherent quality of civilization that instills
perpetual feelings of discontent in its citizens. Freud's theme
is that what works for civilization doesn't necessarily work for
man. Man, by nature aggressive and egotistical, seeks selfsatisfaction.

The Better Angels of Our Nature
You’ve heard about the Death of the West. But the Muslim
world is on the brink of an even greater collapse. WILL WE
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GO DOWN IN THE IMPLOSION? Thanks to collapsing
birthrates, much of Europe is on a path of willed selfextinction. The untold story is that birthrates in Muslim nations
are declining faster than anywhere else—at a rate never before
documented. Europe, even in its decline, may have the
resources to support an aging population, if at a terrible
economic and cultural cost. But in the impoverished Islamic
world, an aging population means a civilization on the brink of
total collapse— something Islamic terrorists know and fear.
Muslim decline poses new threats to America, challenges we
cannot even understand, much less face effectively, without a
wholly new kind of political analysis that explains how
desperate peoples and nations behave. In How Civilizations
Die, David P. Goldman—author of the celebrated “Spengler”
column read by intelligence organizations worldwide—reveals
how, almost unnoticed, massive shifts in global power are
remaking our future. Goldman reveals: How extinctions of
peoples, cultures, and civilizations are not unthinkable—but
certain How for the first time in world history, the birthrate in
the West has fallen below replacement level Why birthrates in
the Muslim world are falling even faster Why the “Arab
Spring” is the precursor of much more violent change in the
Islamic world Why looming demographic collapse may
encourage Islamic terrorists to “go for broke” How the United
States can survive the coming world turmoil In How
Civilizations Die, David P. Goldman has written an essential
book for understanding what lies in the future for America and
the world.

The Collapse of Complex Societies
From the bestselling author of The Ascent of Money and The
Square and the Tower Western civilization’s rise to global
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dominance is the single most important historical
phenomenon of the past five centuries. How did the West
overtake its Eastern rivals? And has the zenith of Western
power now passed? Acclaimed historian Niall Ferguson
argues that beginning in the fifteenth century, the West
developed six powerful new concepts, or “killer
applications”—competition, science, the rule of law, modern
medicine, consumerism, and the work ethic—that the Rest
lacked, allowing it to surge past all other competitors. Yet
now, Ferguson shows how the Rest have downloaded the
killer apps the West once monopolized, while the West has
literally lost faith in itself. Chronicling the rise and fall of
empires alongside clashes (and fusions) of civilizations,
Civilization: The West and the Rest recasts world history with
force and wit. Boldly argued and teeming with memorable
characters, this is Ferguson at his very best.

War Before Civilization
The late German historian considers all forms and
movements of human affairs as he predicts the inevitable
eclipse of Western civilization, in an abridged edition of the
classic study, first published more than eighty years ago.
Reprint.

How Civilizations Die
First published by Penguin Press in hardcover as The
knowledge: how to rebuild our world from scratch, 2014.

Civilization
The New York Times bestselling coauthor of Sex at Dawn
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explores the ways in which “progress” has perverted the way
we live—how we eat, learn, feel, mate, parent, communicate,
work, and die—in this “engaging, extensively documented, wellorganized, and thought-provoking” (Booklist) book. Most of us
have instinctive evidence the world is ending—balmy
December days, face-to-face conversation replaced with
heads-to-screens zomboidism, a world at constant war, a
political system in disarray. We hear some myths and lies so
frequently that they feel like truths: Civilization is humankind’s
greatest accomplishment. Progress is undeniable. Count your
blessings. You’re lucky to be alive here and now. Well,
maybe we are and maybe we aren’t. Civilized to Death
counters the idea that progress is inherently good, arguing
that the “progress” defining our age is analogous to an
advancing disease. Prehistoric life, of course, was not without
serious dangers and disadvantages. Many babies died in
infancy. A broken bone, infected wound, snakebite, or difficult
pregnancy could be life-threatening. But ultimately,
Christopher Ryan questions, were these pre-civilized dangers
more murderous than modern scourges, such as car
accidents, cancers, cardiovascular disease, and a
technologically prolonged dying process? Civilized to Death
“will make you see our so-called progress in a whole new
light” (Book Riot) and adds to the timely conversation that
“the way we have been living is no longer sustainable, at
least as long as we want to the earth to outlive us”
(Psychology Today). Ryan makes the claim that we should
start looking backwards to find our way into a better future.

Hidden Cities
Shows what humanity has borrowed and shared as a
common heritage.
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The Status Civilization
Cohen (anthropology, State U. of NY, Pittsuburgh) begins by
reviewing the major prehistoric social and technological
transformations that resulted in the emergence of civilization.
He then evalutes the impact of these transformations on
health nutrition through the ages, comparing three types of
evi.

Discontent and its Civilizations
From acclaimed archaeologist and bestselling author Eric
Cline, a breathtaking account of how the collapse of an
ancient civilized world ushered in the first Dark Ages In 1177
B.C., marauding groups known only as the "Sea Peoples"
invaded Egypt. The pharaoh's army and navy defeated them,
but the victory so weakened Egypt that it soon slid into
decline, as did most of the surrounding civilizations. Eric Cline
tells the gripping story of how the end was brought about by
multiple interconnected failures, ranging from invasion and
revolt to earthquakes, drought, famine, and the cutting of
international trade routes. Bringing to life a vibrant
multicultural world, he draws a sweeping panorama of the
empires of the age and shows that it may have been their
very interdependence that hastened their dramatic collapse.
Now revised and updated, 1177 B.C. sheds light on the
complex ties that gave rise to, and eventually destroyed, the
flourishing civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and set the
stage for the emergence of classical Greece and, ultimately,
our world today.

Health and the Rise of Civilization
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In the raucous decade following World War I, newly blurred
boundaries between male and female created fears among
the French that theirs was becoming a civilization without
sexes. This new gender confusion became a central
metaphor for the War's impact on French culture and led to a
marked increase in public debate concerning female identity
and woman's proper role. Mary Louise Roberts examines
how in these debates French society came to grips with the
catastrophic horrors of the Great War. In sources as diverse
as parliamentary records, newspaper articles, novels, medical
texts, writings on sexology, and vocational literature, Roberts
discovers a central question: how to come to terms with rapid
economic, social, and cultural change and articulate a new
order of social relationships. She examines the role of French
trauma concerning the War in legislative efforts to ban
propaganda for abortion and contraception, and explains
anxieties about the decline of maternity by a crisis in gender
relations that linked soldiery, virility, and paternity. Through
these debates, Roberts locates the seeds of actual change.
She shows how the willingness to entertain, or simply the
need to condemn, nontraditional gender roles created an
indecisiveness over female identity that ultimately subverted
even the most conservative efforts to return to traditional
gender roles and irrevocably altered the social organization of
gender in postwar France.

Energy and Civilization
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best
tradition of popular history -- the untold story of Ireland's role
in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on
Europe. Every year millions of Americans celebrate St.
Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how great an
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influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of
civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to Ireland, he
instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the
conditions that allowed Ireland to become "the isle of saints
and scholars" -- and thus preserve Western culture while
Europe was being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining
and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how
Europe evolved from the classical age of Rome to the
medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have
taken place. Not only did Irish monks and scribes maintain
the very record of Western civilization -- copying manuscripts
of Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while
libraries and learning on the continent were forever lost -they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task. As
Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we
associate with medieval culture has its roots in Ireland. When
the seeds of culture were replanted on the European
continent, it was from Ireland that they were germinated. In
the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant Mirror, How The
Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that few know
about but which is central to understanding our past and our
cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a winking
wit that aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who
relaunched civilization. BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook
edition includes an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and
Heroes.

History of Civilizations of Central Asia
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that
today's world is the most peaceful time in human existence,
drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that are
causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable
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measure.

The Knowledge
Clash of Civilizations over an Elevator at Piazza
Vittorio
The Decline of the West
An examination of institutional dysfunction in the Western
world argues that such values as a free market and
representative government are being compromised while
future generations are inheriting unmanageable levels of
debt.

Family and Civilization
A fascinating work of popular philosophy and history that both
enlightens and entertains, Stephen Cave’s Immortality
investigates whether it just might be possible to live forever
and whether we should want to. But it also makes a powerful
argument, which is that it’s our very preoccupation with
defying mortality that drives civilization. Central to this book is
the metaphor of a mountaintop where one can find the
Immortals. Since the dawn of humanity, everyone – whether
they know it or not – has been trying to climb that mountain.
But there are only four paths up its treacherous slope, and
there have only ever been four paths. Throughout history,
people have wagered everything on their choice of the correct
path, and fought wars against those who’ve chosen
differently. While Immortality takes the reader on an eyePage 15/29
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opening journey from the beginnings of civilization to the
present day, the structure is not chronological. Rather it is
path driven. As each path is revealed to us, an historical
figure serves as our guide. In drawing back the curtain on
what compels humans to “keep on keeping on,” Cave
engages the reader in a number of mind-bending thought
experiments. He teases out the implications of each
immortality gambit, asking, for example, how long a person
would live if they did manage to acquire a perfectly diseasefree body. Or what would happen if a super-being tried to
round up the atomic constituents of all who’ve died in order to
resurrect them. Or what our loved ones would really be doing
in heaven if it does exist. Or what part of us actually lives in a
work of art, and how long that work of art can survive. Toward
the the book’s end, we’re confronted with a series of brainrattling questions: What would happen if tomorrow humanity
discovered that there is no life but this one? Would people
continue to care about their favorite sports team, please their
boss, vie for the title of Year’s Best Salesman? Would threehundred-year projects still get started? If the four paths up the
Mount of the Immortals lead nowhere -- if there is no getting
up to the summit -- is there still reason to live? And can
civilization survive? Immortality is a deeply satisfying book, as
optimistic about the human condition as it is insightful about
the true arc of history. From the Hardcover edition.

The Lessons of History
Thanks to collapsing birthrates, much of Europe is on a path
of willed self-extinction. The untold story is that birthrates in
Muslim nations are declining faster than anywhere elseâ??at
a rate never before documented. Europe, even in its decline,
may have the resources to support an aging population, if at a
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terrible economic and cultural cost. But in the impoverished
Islamic world, an aging population means a civilization on the
brink of total collapseâ?? something Islamic terrorists know
and fear. Muslim decline poses new threats to America,
challenges we cannot even understand, much less face
effectively, without a wholly new kind of political analysis that
explains how desperate peoples and nations behave. In How
Civilizations Die, David P. Goldman, author of the celebrated
Spengler column read by intelligence organizations world
wide, ??reveals how, almost unnoticed, massive shifts in
global power are remaking our future.

Collapse
A re-evaluation of Genghis Khan's rise to power examines the
reforms the conqueror instituted throughout his empire and
his uniting of East and West, which set the foundation for the
nation-states and economic systems of the modern era.

Civilisation Recast
A wide-ranging study that illuminates the connection between
epidemic diseases and societal change, from the Black Death
to Ebola This sweeping exploration of the impact of epidemic
diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have
shaped society, from the Black Death to today. In a clear and
accessible style, Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that
diseases have not only influenced medical science and public
health, but also transformed the arts, religion, intellectual
history, and warfare. A multidisciplinary and comparative
investigation of the medical and social history of the major
epidemics, this volume touches on themes such as the
evolution of medical therapy, plague literature, poverty, the
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environment, and mass hysteria. In addition to providing
historical perspective on diseases such as smallpox, cholera,
and tuberculosis, Snowden examines the fallout from recent
epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, and Ebola and the
question of the world’s preparedness for the next generation
of diseases.

Earth Abides
The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and
pernicious. Indeed, for the last fifty years, most popular and
scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric warfare was
rare, harmless, unimportant, and, like smallpox, a disease of
civilized societies alone. Prehistoric warfare, according to this
view, was little more than a ritualized game, where casualties
were limited and the effects of aggression relatively mild.
Lawrence Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization
offers a devastating rebuttal to such comfortable myths and
debunks the notion that warfare was introduced to primitive
societies through contact with civilization (an idea he
denounces as "the pacification of the past"). Building on much
fascinating archeological and historical research and offering
an astute comparison of warfare in civilized and prehistoric
societies, from modern European states to the Plains Indians
of North America, War Before Civilization convincingly
demonstrates that prehistoric warfare was in fact more
deadly, more frequent, and more ruthless than modern war.
To support this point, Keeley provides a wide-ranging look at
warfare and brutality in the prehistoric world. He reveals, for
instance, that prehistorical tactics favoring raids and
ambushes, as opposed to formal battles, often yielded a high
death-rate; that adult males falling into the hands of their
enemies were almost universally killed; and that surprise
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raids seldom spared even women and children. Keeley cites
evidence of ancient massacres in many areas of the world,
including the discovery in South Dakota of a prehistoric mass
grave containing the remains of over 500 scalped and
mutilated men, women, and children (a slaughter that took
place a century and a half before the arrival of Columbus). In
addition, Keeley surveys the prevalence of looting,
destruction, and trophy-taking in all kinds of warfare and
again finds little moral distinction between ancient warriors
and civilized armies. Finally, and perhaps most
controversially, he examines the evidence of cannibalism
among some preliterate peoples. Keeley is a seasoned writer
and his book is packed with vivid, eye-opening details (for
instance, that the homicide rate of prehistoric Illinois villagers
may have exceeded that of the modern United States by
some 70 times). But he also goes beyond grisly facts to
address the larger moral and philosophical issues raised by
his work. What are the causes of war? Are human beings
inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in our own
time? Challenging some of our most dearly held beliefs,
Keeley's conclusions are bound to stir controversy.

The Strange Death of Europe
Gregory Shushan challenges post-modern scholarly attitudes
concerning cross-cultural comparisons in the study of
religions. In an original and innovative piece of comparative
research, he analyses afterlife conceptions in five ancient
civilisations (Old and Middle Kingdom Egypt, Sumerian and
Old Babylonian Mesopotamia, Vedic India, pre-Buddhist
China, and pre-Columbian Mesoamerica). These are
considered in light of historical and contemporary reports of
near-death experiences, and shamanic afterlife 'journeys'.
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Conceptions of the Afterlife in Early Civilizations is a
significant study, for it presents a comprehensive new
comparative framework for the cross-cultural study of myth
and religion, while at the same time providing a fascinating
exploration of the interface between belief and experience.

Civilized to Death
Part One: The Historical, Social and Economic SettingDuring
the eight centuries covered in this volume, the new faith of
Islam arose in Arabia and gradually spread eastwards and
northwards, eventually affecting much of Central Asia, the
southern fringes of Siberia and the eastern regions of China.
These were also the centuries in which nomadic and military
empires arose in the heart of Asia, impinging on the history of
adjacent, well-established civilizations and cultures (China,
India, Islamic Western Asia and Christian eastern and central
Europe) to an unparalleled extent. Lamaist Buddhism
established itself inthe Mongolian region and in Tibet and
Islam among the Turkish people of Transoxania, southern
Siberia and Xinjiang. It was in Eastern Europe, above all in
Russia, that the Turco-Mongol Golden Horde was to have a
major, enduring influence on the course of the region's
history.

The Population Bomb
An audacious, darkly glittering novel set in the eerie days of
civilization’s collapse, Station Eleven tells the spellbinding
story of a Hollywood star, his would-be savior, and a nomadic
group of actors roaming the scattered outposts of the Great
Lakes region, risking everything for art and humanity. A
National Book Award Finalist A PEN/Faulkner Award Finalist
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Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander,
the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage
during a production of King Lear. That was the night when a
devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within weeks,
civilization as we know it came to an end. Twenty years later,
Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world
with a small troupe of actors and musicians. They call
themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have
dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and
humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the
Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will threaten the
tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving
back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and
after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects
them all will be revealed. Look for Emily St. John Mandel's
new novel, The Glass Hotel, available in March.

How Civilizations Die
Family and Civilization is the magnum opus of Carle
Zimmerman, a distinguished sociologist who taught for many
years at Harvard University. In this unjustly forgotten work
Zimmerman demonstrates the close and causal connections
between the rise and fall of different types of families and the
rise and fall of civilizations, particularly ancient Greece and
Rome, medieval and modern Europe, and the United States.
Zimmerman traces the evolution of family structure from
tribes and clans to extended and large nuclear families to the
small nuclear families and broken families of today. And he
shows the consequences of each structure for the bearing
and rearing of children; for religion, law, and everyday life;
and for the fate of civilization itself. Originally published in
1947, this compelling analysis predicted many of today’s
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cultural and social controversies and trends, including youth
violence and depression, abortion and homosexuality, the
demographic collapse of Europe and of the West more
generally, and the displacement of peoples. This new edition,
part of ISI Books’ Background series, has been edited and
abridged by cultural commentator James Kurth of
Swarthmore College and includes essays on the text by
Kurth, Allan Carlson, and Bryce Christensen.

1177 B.C.
A small culturally mixed community living an apartment
building in the center of Rome is thrown into disarray when
one of the neighbors is murdered. An investigation ensues
and as each of the victim's neighbors is questioned, the
reader is offered an all-access pass into the most colorful
neighborhood in contemporary Rome. Each character takes
his or her turn center-stage, giving evidence, recounting his or
her story, the dramas of emigration, the daily equivocations of
immigration, the fears and misunderstandings of a life spent
on society's margins, abused by mainstream culture's fears
and indifference, preconceptions and insensitivity. What
emerges is a touching story that is common to us all, whether
we live in Rome or in Los Angeles. This novel is animated by
a style that is as colorful as the neighborhood it describes and
is characterized by seemingly effortless equipoise that
borrows from the cinematic tradition of the Commedia
Italiana, as exemplified by directors such as Federico Fellini
and Mario Monicelli. At the heart of this bittersweet comedy
told with affection and sensitivity is a social reality that we
tend to gloss over and a surprisingly exact anthropological
analysis of this reality that cannot fail to fascinate.
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Epidemics and Society
A comprehensive account of how energy has shaped society
throughout history, from pre-agricultural foraging societies
through today's fossil fuel-driven civilization. "I wait for new
Smil books the way some people wait for the next 'Star Wars'
movie. In his latest book, Energy and Civilization: A History,
he goes deep and broad to explain how innovations in
humans' ability to turn energy into heat, light, and motion
have been a driving force behind our cultural and economic
progress over the past 10,000 years. --Bill Gates, Gates
Notes, Best Books of the Year Energy is the only universal
currency; it is necessary for getting anything done. The
conversion of energy on Earth ranges from terra-forming
forces of plate tectonics to cumulative erosive effects of
raindrops. Life on Earth depends on the photosynthetic
conversion of solar energy into plant biomass. Humans have
come to rely on many more energy flows--ranging from fossil
fuels to photovoltaic generation of electricity--for their civilized
existence. In this monumental history, Vaclav Smil provides a
comprehensive account of how energy has shaped society,
from pre-agricultural foraging societies through today's fossil
fuel-driven civilization. Humans are the only species that can
systematically harness energies outside their bodies, using
the power of their intellect and an enormous variety of
artifacts--from the simplest tools to internal combustion
engines and nuclear reactors. The epochal transition to fossil
fuels affected everything: agriculture, industry, transportation,
weapons, communication, economics, urbanization, quality of
life, politics, and the environment. Smil describes humanity's
energy eras in panoramic and interdisciplinary fashion,
offering readers a magisterial overview. This book is an
extensively updated and expanded version of Smil's Energy
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in World History (1994). Smil has incorporated an enormous
amount of new material, reflecting the dramatic developments
in energy studies over the last two decades and his own
research over that time.

Learning to Die in the Anthropocene
From the author of Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond's
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Survive is a
visionary study of the mysterious downfall of past civilizations.
Now in a revised edition with a new afterword, Jared
Diamond's Collapse uncovers the secret behind why some
societies flourish, while others founder - and what this means
for our future. What happened to the people who made the
forlorn long-abandoned statues of Easter Island? What
happened to the architects of the crumbling Maya pyramids?
Will we go the same way, our skyscrapers one day standing
derelict and overgrown like the temples at Angkor Wat?
Bringing together new evidence from a startling range of
sources and piecing together the myriad influences, from
climate to culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared
Diamond's Collapse also shows how - unlike our ancestors we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be
survivors. 'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the
human race' - Daily Mail 'Riveting, superb, terrifying' Observer 'Gripping the book fulfils its huge ambition, and
Diamond is the only man who could have written it' Economis 'This book shines like all Diamond's work' - Sunday
Times

Routledge Revivals: Man and Technics (1932)
Why did Rome fall? Vicious barbarian invasions during the
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fifth century resulted in the cataclysmic end of the world's
most powerful civilization, and a 'dark age' for its conquered
peoples. Or did it? The dominant view of this period today is
that the 'fall of Rome' was a largely peaceful transition to
Germanic rule, and the start of a positive cultural
transformation. Bryan Ward-Perkins encourages every reader
to think again by reclaiming the drama and violence of the last
days of the Roman world, and reminding us of the very real
horrors of barbarian occupation. Attacking new sources with
relish and making use of a range of contemporary
archaeological evidence, he looks at both the wider
explanations for the disintegration of the Roman world and
also the consequences for the lives of everyday Romans, in a
world of economic collapse, marauding barbarians, and the
rise of a new religious orthodoxy. He also looks at how and
why successive generations have understood this period
differently, and why the story is still so significant today.

Civilization without Sexes
A concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind,
The Lessons of History is the result of a lifetime of research
from Pulitzer Prize–winning historians Will and Ariel Durant.
With their accessible compendium of philosophy and social
progress, the Durants take us on a journey through history,
exploring the possibilities and limitations of humanity over
time. Juxtaposing the great lives, ideas, and
accomplishments with cycles of war and conquest, the
Durants reveal the towering themes of history and give
meaning to our own.

Destruction of Black Civilization: Great Issues of a
Race From: 4500 B.C to 2000 A.D
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The Status Civilization concerns Will Barrent, a man who
finds himself, without memory of any crime or, indeed, of his
previous life, being shipped across space to the planet
Omega. Omega, used to imprison extreme offenders, has a
hierarchical society of extreme brutality, where the only way
to advance (and avoid dying) is to commit an endless series
of crimes. The average life expectancy from time of arrival on
Omega is three years. Barrent attempts to survive and
escape, so he can return to Earth to clear himself of the
accusations against him.

It's Not the End of the World, It's Just the End of You
First published in 1932, this book, based on an address
delivered in 1931, presents a concise and lucid summary of
the philosophy of the author of The Decline of the West,
Oswald Spengler. It was his conviction that the technical age
— the culture of the machine age — which man had created in
virtue of his unique capacity for individual as well as racial
technique, had already reached its peak, and that the future
held only catastrophe. He argued it lacked progressive
cultural life and instead was dominated by a lust for power
and possession. The triumph of the machine led to mass
regimentation rather than fewer workers and less work —
spelling the doom of Western civilization.

How the Irish Saved Civilization
This is a widely read classic exposition of the history of
Africans on the continent, the people of African descent in the
United States and in the diaspora. This is well researched
scholarly work detailing the development of civilisation in
Africa and its destruction
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