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Orthodox Christianity
The debate between science and religion is never out of the news: emotions run high, fuelled by
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polemical bestsellers like iThe God Delusion/i and, at the other end of the spectrum, high-profile
campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in schools. Yet there is much more to the debate than the clash of
these extremes. As Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a whole
range of views, subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be taken on this complex and
centuries-old subject. He explores not only the key philosophical questions that underlie the debate, but
also highlights the social, political, and ethical contexts that have made 'science and religion' such a
fraught and interesting topic in the modern world. Along the way, he examines landmark historical
episodes such as the Galileo affair, Charles Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey, the Scopes
'Monkey Trial' in Tennessee in 1925, and the Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes
perspectives from non-Christian religions and examples from across the physical, biological, and social
sciences.

Jesus: A Very Short Introduction
Since the end of the Cold War fundamentalism has been seen as the major threat to world peace and
prosperity, a concern that was exacerbated by the events of 9/11, and the 'War against Terrorism'. But
what does 'fundamentalism' really mean? Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the
1920s, the word has expanded its meaning to include radical conservatives or ideological purists in
many spheres of activity, not all of them religious. Modern applications of fundamentalism include
Islamist radicals in the Muslim world, the militant Israeli settlers who oppose them as well as Sikh,
Hindu and even Buddhist nationalists who seek to justify their political agendas by reference to divine
edicts or religious tradition. This exciting new book tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this
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fascinating subject.

Philosophy of Religion
To understand China, it is essential to understand Confucianism. First formulated in the sixth century
BCE, the teachings of Confucius would come to dominate Chinese society, politics, economics, and
ethics. In this Very Short Introduction, Daniel K. Gardner explores the major philosophical ideas of the
Confucian tradition, showing their profound impact on state ideology and imperial government, the civil
service examination system, domestic life, and social relations over the course of twenty-six centuries.
Gardner focuses on two of the Sage's most crucial philosophical problems-what makes for a good
person, and what constitutes good government-and demonstrates the enduring significance of these
questions today. This volume shows the influence of the Sage's teachings over the course of Chinese
history--on state ideology, the civil service examination system, imperial government, the family, and
social relations--and the fate of Confucianism in China in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as
China developed alongside a modernizing West and Japan. Some Chinese intellectuals attempted to
reform the Confucian tradition to address new needs; others argued for jettisoning it altogether in favor
of Western ideas and technology; still others condemned it angrily, arguing that Confucius and his
legacy were responsible for China's feudal, ''backward'' conditions in the twentieth century and
launching campaigns to eradicate its influences. Yet Chinese continue to turn to the teachings of
Confucianism for guidance in their daily lives. In addition to a survey of the philosophy and history of
Confucianism, Gardner offers an examination of the resurgence of Confucianism in China today, and
explores what such a revival means for the Chinese government and the Chinese people. About the
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Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range
of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology
to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and
provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or
field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating
how the subject has developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass
every major academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library.
Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the
general reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely
prove indispensable.

Christianity: A Very Short Introduction
The Jewish culture of the Hellenistic and early Roman periods established a basis for all monotheistic
religions, but its main sources have been preserved to a great degree through Christian transmission.
This Guide is devoted to problems of preservation, reception, and transformation of Jewish texts and
traditions of the Second Temple period in the many Christian milieus from the ancient world to the late
medieval era. It approaches this corpus not as an artificial collection of reconstructed texts--a body of
hypothetical originals--but rather from the perspective of the preserved materials, examined in their
religious, social, and political contexts. It also considers the other, non-Christian, channels of the
survival of early Jewish materials, including Rabbinic, Gnostic, Manichaean, and Islamic. This unique
project brings together scholars from many different fields in order to map the trajectories of early
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Jewish texts and traditions among diverse later cultures. It also provides a comprehensive and
comparative introduction to this new field of study while bridging the gap between scholars of early
Judaism and of medieval Christianity.

The Dead Sea Scrolls: A Very Short Introduction
Hinduism is practised by eighty per cent of India's population, and by thirty million people outside India.
In this Very Short Introduction, Kim Knott combines a succinct and authoritative overview of a major
religion with an analysis of the challenges facing it in the twentieth century. She discusses key
preoccupations of Hinduism such as the centrality of the Veda as religious texts, the role of brahmins,
gurus, and storytellers in the transmission of divine truths, and the importance of epics such as the
Ramayana. Issues such as the place of women and dalits (untouchables) in contemporary society are also
addressed, making this book stimulating reading for Hindus and non-Hindus alike. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Paul: A Very Short Introduction
From the Publisher: A Short History of the Jews is the story of the Jewish people told in a sweeping and
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powerful historical narrative. Michael Brenner chronicles the Jewish experience from Biblical times to
today, tracing what is at heart a drama of migration and change, yet one that is also deeply rooted in
tradition. He surveys the latest scholarly perspectives in Jewish history, making this short history the
most learned yet broadly accessible book available on the subject. Brenner takes readers from the mythic
wanderings of Moses to the unspeakable atrocities of the Holocaust; from the Babylonian exile to the
founding of the modern state of Israel; and from the Sephardic communities under medieval Islam to the
shtetls of eastern Europe and the Hasidic enclaves of modern-day Brooklyn. This richly illustrated book
is full of fascinating and often personal stories of exodus and return, from that told about Abraham, who
brought his newfound faith into the land of Canaan, to that of Holocaust survivor Esther Barkai, who
lived on a kibbutz established on a German estate seized from the Nazi Julius Streicher as she awaited
resettlement in Israel. Brenner traces the major events, developments, and personalities that have shaped
Jewish history down through the centuries, and highlights the important contributions Jews have made to
the arts, politics, religion, and science. Breathtaking in scope, A Short History of the Jews is a
compelling blend of storytelling and scholarship that brings the history of the Jewish people marvelously
to life.

A Short History of the Jewish People
In this concise introduction to the deity, John Bowker explores how each major religion, and countless
philosophers and theologians, have answered the fundamental question: Who or what is God? He also
explores why some people believe in God and others do not, and concludes by looking at how our
understanding of God continues to evolve in the present day. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
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Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

The Hebrew Bible as Literature: A Very Short Introduction
It's hard to think of a single aspect of American culture, past or present, in which religion has not played
a major role. The roles religion plays, moreover, become more bewilderingly complex and diverse every
day. For all those who want--whether out of curiosity, necessity, or civic duty--a vivid picture and fuller
understanding of the current reality of religion in America, this Very Short Introduction is the go-to
book they need. Timothy Beal describes many aspects of religion in contemporary America that are
typically ignored in other books on the subject, including religion in popular culture and counter-cultural
groups; the growing phenomenon of "hybrid" religious identities, both individual and collective; the
expanding numbers of new religious movements, or NRMs, in America; and interesting examples of
"outsider religion," such as Paradise Gardens in Georgia and the People Love People House of God in
Ohio. He also offers an engaging overview of the history of religion in America, from Native American
traditions to the present day. Beal sees three major forces shaping the present and future of religion in
America: first, unprecedented religious diversity, which will continue to grow in the decades to come;
second, the information revolution and the emergence of a new network society; and third, the rise of
consumer culture. Taken together, these forces offer the potential to create a new American pluralism
that would enrich society in unimaginable ways, but they also threaten the great ideal of e pluribus
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unum. With visual aids that help readers navigate America's diverse religious landscape, this
informative, thoughtful, and provocative book is a must-read in the emerging public conversation
concerning religion in America. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style,
Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by
experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems
and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.

Fundamentalism
This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Judaism covers the history of the Jewish religion through a
chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section
has over 800 cross-referenced entries on important personalities in Jewish religious history.

The Vanishing American Jew
This Very Short Introduction introduces the reader to the teachings of the Buddha and to the integration
of Buddhism into daily life. What are the distinctive features of Buddhism? Who was the Buddha, and
what are his teachings? How has Buddhist thought developed over the centuries, and how can
contemporary dilemmas be faced from a Buddhist perspective? Words such as 'karma' and 'nirvana' have
entered our vocabulary, but what do they mean? Damien Keown's book provides a lively, informative
response to these frequently asked questions about Buddhism.
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Johannes Reuchlin and the Campaign to Destroy Jewish Books
Throughout the early 16th century Germany, attempts were made to confiscate and destroy Jewish books
in order to end the practice of Judaism throughout the empire. Johannes Reuchlin wrote a passionate
defense of Jewish writings and legal rights in 1510. Here is a study of Reuchlin's writings and their
impact on Jewish-Christian relations.

The Abrahamic Religions: a Very Short Introduction
In the book of Genesis, God bestows a new name upon Abram--Abraham, a father of many nations.
With this name and his Covenant, Abraham would become the patriarch of three of the world's major
religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Connected by their mutual--if differentiated--veneration of
the One God proclaimed by Abraham, these traditions share much beyond their origins in the ancient
Israel of the Old Testament. This Very Short Introduction explores the intertwined histories of these
monotheistic religions, from the emergence of Christianity and Islam to the violence of the Crusades and
the cultural exchanges of al-Andalus. Each religion continues to be shaped by this history but has also
reacted to the forces of modernity and politics. Movements such as the Reformation and that led by
seventh-century Kharijites have emerged, intentioned to reform or restore traditional religious practice
but quite different in their goals and effects. Relationships with states, among them Israel and Saudi
Arabia, have also figured importantly in their development. The Abrahamic Religions: A Very Short
Introduction brings these traditions together into a common narrative, lending much needed context to
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the story of Abraham and his descendants. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Confucianism
Hermeneutics is the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, a behaviour that is intrinsic to
our daily lives. As humans, we decipher the meaning of newspaper articles, books, legal matters,
religious texts, political speeches, emails, and even dinner conversations every day . But how is
knowledge mediated through these forms? What constitutes the process of interpretation? And how do
we draw meaning from the world around us so that we might understand our position in it? In this Very
Short Introduction Jens Zimmermann traces the history of hermeneutic theory, setting out its key
elements, and demonstrating how they can be applied to a broad range of disciplines: theology;
literature; law; and natural and social sciences. Demonstrating the longstanding and wide-ranging
necessity of interpretation, Zimmermann reveals its significance in our current social and political
landscape. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Jewish History
Bauckham shows that Jesus was devoted to the God of Israel, with a special focus on God's fatherly love
and compassion, and like every Jewish teacher he expounded the Torah, but did so in his own distinctive
way.

The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction
To many in the West, Orthodoxy remains shrouded in mystery, an exotic and foreign religion that
survived in the East following the Great Schism of 1054 that split the Christian world into two
camps--Catholic and Orthodox. However, as the second largest Christian denomination, Orthodox
Christianity is anything but foreign to the nearly 300 million worshippers who practice it. For them,
Orthodoxy is a living, breathing reality; a way of being Christian ultimately rooted in the person of Jesus
and the experience of the early Church. Whether they are Greek, Russian, or American, Orthodox
Christians are united by a common tradition and faith that binds them together despite differences in
culture. True, the road has not always been smooth -- Orthodox history is littered with tales of schisms
and divisions, of persecutions and martyrdom, from the Sack of Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine
Empire and seat of the Ecumenical Patriarch, to the experience of the Russian Orthodox Church under
the Soviet Union. Still, today Orthodoxy remains a vibrant part of the religious landscape, not only in
those lands where it has made its historic home (Greece, Russia, the Middle East, and Eastern Europe),
but also increasingly in the West. Orthodox Christianity: A Very Short Introduction explores the
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enduring role of this religion, and the history, beliefs, and practices that have shaped it. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction
This book is intended for students of religion and others who seek an introduction to Judaism.

Introduction to the Hebrew Bible
The Hebrew Bible, or Christian Old Testament, contains some of the finest literature that we have. This
biblical literature has a place not only in the synagogue or the church but also among the classics of
world literature. The stories of Jacob and David, for instance, present the earliest surviving examples of
literary characters whose development the reader follows over the length of a lifetime. Elsewhere, as in
the books of Esther or Ruth, readers find a snapshot of a particular, fraught moment that will define the
character. The Hebrew Bible also provides quite a few high points of lyric poetry, from the praise and
lament of the Psalms to the double entendres in the love of poetry of the Song of Songs. In short, the
Bible can be celebrated not only as religious literature but, quite simply, as literature. This book offers a
thorough and lively introduction to the Bible's two primary literary modes, narrative and poetry,
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foregrounding the nuances of plot, character, metaphor, structure and design, and intertextual allusions.
Tod Linafelt thus gives readers the tools to fully experience and appreciate the Old Testament's literary
achievement. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Christian Ethics: A Very Short Introduction
In Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction, Joseph Dan, one of the world's leading authorities on Jewish
mysticism, offers a concise and highly accurate look at the history and character of the various systems
developed by the adherents of the Kabbalah. Dan sheds light on the many misconceptions about what
Kabbalah is and isn't--including its connections to magic, astronomy, alchemy, and numerology--and he
illuminates the relationship between Kaballah and Christianity on the one hand and New Age religion on
the other. The book provides fascinating historical background, ranging from the mystical groups that
flourished in ancient Judaism in the East, and the medieval schools of Kabbalah in Northern Spain and
Southern France, to the widening growth of Kabbalah through the school of Isaac Luria of Safed in the
sixteenth century, to the most potent and influential modern Jewish religious movement, Hasidism, and
its use of kabbalistic language in its preaching. The book examines the key ancient texts of this tradition,
including the Sefer Yezira or "Book of Creation," The Book of Bahir, and the Zohar. Dan explains
Midrash, the classical Jewish exegesis of scriptures, which assumes an infinity of meanings for every
biblical verse, and he concludes with a brief survey of scholarship in the field and a list of books for
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further reading. Embraced by celebrities and integrated in many contemporary spiritual phenomena,
Kabbalah has reaped a wealth of attention in the press. But many critics argue that the form of Kabbalah
practiced in Hollywood is more New Age pabulum than authentic tradition. Can there be a positive role
for the Kabbalah in the contemporary quest for spirituality? In Kabbalah, Joseph Dan debunks the myths
surrounding modern Kabbalistic practice, offering an engaging and dependable account of this
traditional Jewish religious phenomenon and its impact outside of Judaism. About the Series:
Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to
some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy
to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.

The New Testament as Literature: A Very Short Introduction
This Very Short Introduction provides a short, accessible overview for general readers interested in
learning more about the Old Testament and its interpretation. Coogan explores the significance of the
history and literature of the Old Testament and describes how non-biblical evidence, such as
archaeological data and texts, has illuminated the Old Testament in a larger context. Coogan discusses
law in the Bible, particularly the Ten Commandments and the biblical understandings of prophecy,
myth, exodus, death, and afterlife. Finally, Coogan discusses the enduring significance of the Old
Testament.
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Zionism
Jesus turned water into wine, Mohammad split the moon into two, and Buddha walked and spoke
immediately upon birth. According to recent statistics, even in the present age of advanced science and
technology, most people believe in miracles. In fact, newspapers and television regularly report alleged
miracles, such as recoveries from incurable diseases, extremely unlikely coincidences, and religious
signs and messages on unexpected objects. In this book the award-winning author and philosopher Yujin
Nagasawa addresses some of our most fundamental questions concerning miracles. What exactly is a
miracle? What types of miracles are believed in the world's great religions? What do recent scientific
findings tell us about miracles? Can we rationally believe that miracles have really taken place? Can
there be acts that are more religiously significant than miracles? Drawing on a vast variety of fascinating
examples from across the major religions, Nagasawa discusses the lively debate on miracles that ranges
from reported miracles in ancient scriptures in the East and West to cutting-edge scientific research on
belief formation. Throughout, he drives us to ask ourselves if and how we can still believe in in miracles
in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Islam: A Very Short Introduction
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This Very Short Introduction provides both believers and non-believers with a balanced survey of the
central questions of contemporary theology. David Ford's interrogative approach draws the reader into
considering the principles underlying religious belief, including the centrality of salvation to most major
religions, the concept of God in ancient, modern, and postmodern contexts, the challenge posed to
theology by prayer and worship, and the issue of sin and evil. He also proves the nature of experience,
knowledge, and wisdom in theology, and discusses what is involved in interpreting theological texts
today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

God
"How have the Jews survived? For millennia, they have defied odds by overcoming the travails of exile,
persecution, and recurring plans for their annihilation. This book charts the long journey of the Jews
through history. At the same time, it points to two unlikely factors to explain the survival of the Jews:
antisemitism and assimilation"--

A Guide to Early Jewish Texts and Traditions in Christian Transmission
John J. Collins's Introduction to the Hebrew Bible> is one of the most reliable and widely adopted
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critical textbooks at undergraduate and graduate levels alike, and for good reason. Enriched by decades
of classroom teaching, it is aimed explicitly at motivated students, regardless of their previous exposure
to the Bible or faith commitments. The approach is ecumenical, in the sense that it seeks not to impose
any particular theological perspective but to provide information and raise questions that should be
relevant to any student. Collins proceeds through the canon of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha,
judiciously presenting the current state of historical, archaeological, and literary understanding of the
biblical text, and engaging the student in questions of significance and interpretation for the
contemporary world. The third edition is presented in a new and engaging format with new maps and
images. An index has been added to the volume for the first time.

Hermeneutics: A Very Short Introduction
This Very Short Introduction examines and untangles the various strands of antisemitism seen
throughout history, from medieval religious conflict to 'new' antisemitism in the 21st century. Steven
Beller reveals how the phenomenon grew as a political and ideological movement in the 19th century,
how it reached it its dark apogee in the worst genocide in modern history - the Holocaust - and how
antisemitism still persists around the world today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Essential Judaism: Updated Edition
Islam features widely in the news, often in its most militant versions, but few people in the non-Muslim
world really understand the nature of Islam. Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction offers an essential
insight into issues such as why Islam has such major divisions between movements such as the Shi'ites,
the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, why the Shar'ia (Islamic law) is such an important aspect of Islamic life,
and why the greatest `Jihad' (holy war) is now against the enemies of Islam, rather than the struggle
against evil. In addition he prompts further questioning into the ideas of `Islamic resurgence' as both an
old and new concept, whether or not women can find fulfilment and equality within an Islamic
framework, and the sort of problems facing Islam and its confrontation with the modern world. - ;Islam
features widely in the news, often in its most militant versions, but few people in the non-Muslim world
really understand the nature of Islam, both as ideology and religion. Malise Ruthven's Very Short
Introduction therefore offers an essential insight into issues such as the why the greatest `Jihad' (holy
war) is now against the enemies of Islam, rather than the struggle against evil, why Islam has such major
divisions between movements such as the Shi'ites, the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, and how the Shar'ia
(Islamic law) has become such an important aspect of Islamic life. In addition he prompts further
questioning into the ideas of `Islamic resurgence' as both an old and new concept, whether or not women
can find fulfilment and equality within an Islamic framework, and the sort of problems facing Islam and
its confrontations with the modern world. -

Hinduism: A Very Short Introduction
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Outlines the basics of practical Judaism and considers how Judaism has responded to, and dealt with, a
number of key issues and debates, including the impact of the Holocaust and the establishment of the
State of Israel.

Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction
In this urgent book, Alan M. Dershowitz shows why American Jews are in danger of disappearing - and
what must be done now to create a renewed sense of Jewish identity for the next century. In previous
times, the threats to Jewish survival were external - the virulent consequences of anti-Semitism. Now,
however, in late-twentieth-century America, the danger has shifted. Jews today are more secure, more
accepted, more assimilated, and more successful than ever before. They've dived into the melting pot and they've achieved the American Dream. And that, according to Dershowitz, is precisely the problem.
More than 50 percent of Jews will marry non-Jews, and their children will most often be raised as nonJews. Which means, in the view of Dershowitz, that American Jews will vanish as a distinct cultural
group sometime in the next century - unless they act now. Speaking to concerned Jews everywhere,
Dershowitz calls for a new Jewish identity that focuses on the positive - the 3,500-year-old legacy of
Jewish culture, values, and traditions. Dershowitz shows how this new Jewish identity can compete in
America's open environment of opportunity and choice - and offers concrete proposals on how to instill
it in the younger generation.

A Short History of the Jews
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In a book targeted to Christians, Rabbi Kushner explores Jewish spirituality and mysticism and explains
some of the essential differences between Judaism and Christianity.

Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction
Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to the political and moral challenges that arise when
people place national identity above allegiance to geo-political states or international communities. This
book discusses the concept of nations and nationalism from social, philosophical, geological, theological
and anthropological perspectives. It examines the subject through conflicts past and present, including
recent conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East, rather than exclusively focusing on theory. Above
all, this fascinating and comprehensive work clearly shows how feelings of nationalism are an
inescapable part of being human.

Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction
"This book is about the attempt of Orthodox Jewish Zionists to implement traditional Jewish law
(halakha) as the law of the State of Israel. These religious Zionists began their quest for a halakhic sate
immediately after Israel's establishment in 1948 and competed for legal supremacy with the majority of
Israeli Jews who wanted Israel to be a secular democracy. Although Israel never became a halachic state,
the conflict over legal authority became the backdrop for a pervasive culture war, whose consequences
are felt throughout Israeli society until today. The book traces the origins of the legal ideology of
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religious Zionists and shows how it emerged in the middle of the twentieth century. It further shows that
the ideology, far from being endemic to Jewish religious tradition as its proponents claim, is a version of
modern European jurisprudence, in which a centralized state asserts total control over the legal hierarchy
within its borders. The book shows how the adoption (conscious or not) of modern jurisprudence has
shaped religious attitudes to many aspects of Israeli society and politics, created an ongoing antagonism
with the state's civil courts, and led to the creation of a new and increasingly powerful state rabbinate.
This account is placed into wider conversations about the place of religion in democracies and the fate of
secularism in the modern world. It concludes with suggestions about how a better knowledge of the
history of religion and law in Israel may help ease tensions between its religious and secular citizens"--

Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction
"This Very Short Introduction discloses a history of Zionism from the origins of modern Jewish
nationalism in the 1870's to the present. Michael Stanislawski provides a lucid and detached analysis of
Zionism, focusing on its internal intellectual and ideological developments and divides"--

The Invention of Jewish Theocracy
Very Short Introductions offer stimulating, accessible introductions to a wide variety of subjects,
demonstrating the finest contemporary thinking about their central problems and issues.'Sanders makes
one think afresh about all sorts of issues read this book ' -Hebrew Christian
Page 21/28

Free Copy PDF Judaism A Very Short Introduction Very Short Introductions
Religion in America: A Very Short Introduction
You’ll find everything you need to know about being Jewish in this indispensable, revised and updated
guide to the religious traditions, everyday practices, philosophical beliefs, and historical foundations of
Judaism. What happens at a synagogue service? What are the rules for keeping kosher? How do I light
the Hanukah candles? What is in the Hebrew Bible? What do the Jewish holidays signify? What should I
be teaching my children about being Jewish? With the first edition of Essential Judaism, George
Robinson offered the world the accessible compendium that he sought when he rediscovered his Jewish
identity as an adult. In his “ambitious and all-inclusive” (New York Times Book Review) guide,
Robinson illuminates the Jewish life cycle at every stage and lays out many fascinating aspects of the
religion—the Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, the evolution of Hasidism, and much more—while keeping
a firm focus on the different paths to living a good Jewish life in today’s world. Now, a decade and a
half later, Robinson has updated this valuable introductory text with information on topics including
denominational shifts, same-sex marriage, the intermarriage debate, transgender Jews, the growth of antiSemitism, and the changing role of women in worship, along with many other hotly debated topics in the
contemporary Jewish world and beyond. The perfect gift for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or anyone thinking
about conversion—this is the ultimate companion for anyone interested in learning more about Judaism,
the kind of book its readers will revisit over and over for years to come.

Historical Dictionary of Judaism
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Christianity: A Very Short Introduction offers a bold new overview of the world's largest religion. Linda
Woodhead provides clear, accessible, and up-to-date information to enable the reader to 'get inside the
skin' of Christians and their beliefs, and to present an old and frequently told story in a fresh and
illuminating way.

Jewish Spirituality
Since their accidental discovery in 1947, the Dead Sea Scrolls have been hailed as the greatest
manuscript discovery ever made. Amidst the conspiracies, politics, and sensational claims, however, it
can be difficult to separate myth from reality. In this Very Short Introduction , Timothy Lim presents the
facts and leading theories behind the cultural and historical background of the scrolls, revealing much
about the Old Testament and the origins of Christianity and Judaism. He also tells the fascinating story
of the scrolls since their discovery, explains the science behind their deciphering and dating, and does
not omit the characters, scandals, and controversies that have hastened the scrolls' rise to the status of
cultural icon.

Miracles: A Very Short Introduction
The words, phrases, and stories of the New Testament permeate the English language. Indeed, this
relatively small group of twenty-seven works, written during the height of the Roman Empire, not only
helped create and sustain a vast world religion, but also have been integral to the larger cultural
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dynamics of the West, above and beyond particular religious expressions. Looking at the New
Testament through the lens of literary study, Kyle Keefer offers an engrossing exploration of this
revered religious text as a work of literature, but also keeps in focus its theological ramifications. Unique
among books that examine the Bible as literature, this brilliantly compact introduction offers an
intriguing double-edged look at this universal text--a religiously informed literary analysis. The book
first explores the major sections of the New Testament--the gospels, Paul's letters, and Revelation--as
individual literary documents. Keefer shows how, in such familiar stories as the parable of the Good
Samaritan, a literary analysis can uncover an unexpected complexity to what seems a simple,
straightforward tale. At the conclusion of the book, Keefer steps back and asks questions about the New
Testament as a whole. He reveals that whether read as a single document or as a collection of works, the
New Testament presents readers with a wide variety of forms and viewpoints, and a literary exploration
helps bring this richness to light. A fascinating investigation of the New Testament as a classic literary
work, this Very Short Introduction uses a literary framework--plot, character, narrative arc, genre--to
illuminate the language, structure, and the crafting of this venerable text. About the Series: Combining
authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of
life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy
to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.

Judaism
From the original legends of the Bible to the peace accords of today's newspapers, this engaging, onePage 24/28
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volume history of the Jews will fascinate and inform. 30 illustrations.

An Introduction to Judaism
Antisemitism, as hatred of Jews and Judaism, has been a central problem of Western civilization for
millennia, and its history continues to invite debate. This Very Short Introduction untangles the history
of the phenomenon, from ancient religious conflict to 'new' antisemitism in the 21st century. Steven
Beller reveals how Antisemitism grew as a political and ideological movement in the 19th century, how
it reached its dark apogee in the worst genocide in modern history - the Holocaust - and how
Antisemitism still persists around the world today. In the new edition of this thought-provoking Very
Short Introduction, Beller brings his examination of this complex and still controversial issue up to date
with a discussion of Antisemitism in light of the 2008 financial crash, the Arab Spring, and the on-going
crisis between Israel and Palestine. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Theology: A Very Short Introduction
This book provides both a short history of Christian ethics and looks at itsbasic sources as they arise
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from Judaism, Greco-Roman ethics, andChristianity

Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction
What is the philosophy of religion? How can we distinguish it from theology on the one hand and the
psychology/sociology of religious belief on the other? What does it mean to describe God as "eternal"?
And should religious people want there to be good arguments for the existence of God, or is religious
belief only authentic in the absence of these good arguments? In this Very Short Introduction Tim Bayne
introduces the field of philosophy of religion, and engages with some of the most burning questions that
philosophers discuss. Considering how "religion" should be defined, and whether we even need to be
able to define it in order to engage in the philosophy of religion, he goes on to discuss whether the
existence of God matters. Exploring the problem of evil, Bayne also debates the connection between
faith and reason, and the related question of what role reason should play in religious contexts. Shedding
light on the relationship between science and religion, Bayne finishes by considering the topics of
reincarnation and the afterlife. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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