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Dealing with Darwin
A FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE NAMED A BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW, SMITHSONIAN, AND WALL STREET JOURNAL A
major reimagining of how evolutionary forces work, revealing how
mating preferences—what Darwin termed "the taste for the
beautiful"—create the extraordinary range of ornament in the animal
world. In the great halls of science, dogma holds that Darwin's
theory of natural selection explains every branch on the tree of life:
which species thrive, which wither away to extinction, and what
features each evolves. But can adaptation by natural selection really
account for everything we see in nature? Yale University
ornithologist Richard Prum—reviving Darwin's own views—thinks
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not. Deep in tropical jungles around the world are birds with a
dizzying array of appearances and mating displays: Club-winged
Manakins who sing with their wings, Great Argus Pheasants who
dazzle prospective mates with a four-foot-wide cone of feathers
covered in golden 3D spheres, Red-capped Manakins who
moonwalk. In thirty years of fieldwork, Prum has seen numerous
display traits that seem disconnected from, if not outright contrary
to, selection for individual survival. To explain this, he dusts off
Darwin's long-neglected theory of sexual selection in which the act
of choosing a mate for purely aesthetic reasons—for the mere
pleasure of it—is an independent engine of evolutionary change.
Mate choice can drive ornamental traits from the constraints of
adaptive evolution, allowing them to grow ever more elaborate. It
also sets the stakes for sexual conflict, in which the sexual
autonomy of the female evolves in response to male sexual control.
Most crucially, this framework provides important insights into the
evolution of human sexuality, particularly the ways in which female
preferences have changed male bodies, and even maleness itself,
through evolutionary time. The Evolution of Beauty presents a
unique scientific vision for how nature's splendor contributes to a
more complete understanding of evolution and of ourselves.

The Beggar Maid
Darwin's Harvest addresses concerns that we are losing the diversity
of crop plants that provide food for most of the world. With
contributions from evolutionary biologists, geneticists, agronomists,
molecular biologists, and anthropologists, this collection discusses
how economic development, loss of heirloom varieties and wild
ancestors, and modern agricultural techniques have endangered the
genetic diversity needed to keep agricultural crops vital and capable
of adaptation. Drawing on the most up-to-date data, the contributors
review the utilization of molecular techniques to understand crop
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evolution. They explore current research on various crop plants of
both temperate and tropical origin, including maize, sunflower,
avocado, sugarcane, and wheat. The chapters in Darwin's Harvest
also provide solid background for understanding many recent
discoveries concerning the origins of crops and the influence of
human migration and farming practices on the genetics of our
modern foods.

The Tangled Tree
"Of all the questions now engaging the attention of those whose
destiny has commanded them to take more or less exercise of mind,
I know of none more interesting than that which deals with what is
called teleology--that is to say, with design or purpose, as evidenced
by the different parts of animals and plants. The question may be
briefly stated thus: Can we or can we not see signs in the structure
of animals and plants, of something which carries with it the idea of
contrivance so strongly that it is impossible for us to think of the
structure, without at the same time thinking of contrivance, or
design, in connection with it? It is my object in the present work to
answer this question in the affirmative, and to lead my reader to
agree with me, perhaps mainly, by following the history of that
opinion which is now supposed to be fatal to a purposive view of
animal and vegetable organs. I refer to the theory of evolution or
descent with modification"--Book. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2010 APA, all rights reserved).

The Gun Seller
The intricate forms of living things bespeak design, and thus a
creator: nearly 150 years after Darwin's theory of natural selection
called this argument into question, we still speak of life in terms of
design--the function of the eye, the purpose of the webbed foot, the
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design of the fins. Why is the "argument from design" so tenacious,
and does Darwinism--itself still evolving after all these
years--necessarily undo it? The definitive work on these contentious
questions, Darwin and Design surveys the argument from design
from its introduction by the Greeks, through the coming of
Darwinism, down to the present day. In clear, non-technical
language Michael Ruse, a well-known authority on the history and
philosophy of Darwinism, offers a full and fair assessment of the
status of the argument from design in light of both the advances of
modern evolutionary biology and the thinking of today's
philosophers--with special attention given to the supporters and
critics of "intelligent design." The first comprehensive history and
exposition of Western thought about design in the natural world,
this important work suggests directions for our thinking as we move
into the twenty-first century. A thoroughgoing guide to a
perennially controversial issue, the book makes its own substantial
contribution to the ongoing debate about the relationship between
science and religion, and between evolution and its religious critics.
Table of Contents: Preface Introduction 1. Two Thousand Years of
Design 2. Paley and Kant Fight Back 3. Sowing the Seeds of
Evolution 4. A Plurality of Problems 5. Charles Darwin 6. A
Subject Too Profound 7. Darwinian against Darwinian 8. The
Century of Evolutionism 9. Adaptation in Action 10. Theory and
Test 11. Formalism Redux 12. From Function to Design 13. Design
as Metaphor 14. Natural Theology Evolves 15. Turning Back the
Clock Sources and Suggested Reading Illustration Credits
Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book: Ruse examines the
concept of 'design' in nature, explaining why it still remains a strong
influence despite the scientific revolution, and historically, how it
dominated Western thought from ancient Greece (Plato) to the
advent and predominance of ChristianityA rich and compelling
book. --J. S. Schwartz, Choice Reviews of this book: Anyone who
is interested in the 'science wars' controversy or the history of
evolutionary thought will find this book fascinating and rewarding.
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The prose is masterfill--relaxed, colloquial, rich in information, and
suffused with flashes of malicious wit and delicious historical
tidbits. --Matt Cartmill, Reports of the National Center for Science
Education Reviews of this book: To anyone interested in the
evolution of evolution, I recommend this book. --John Tyler
Bonner, Natural History Reviews of this book: This has to be the
best of Ruse's many books, and it is hard to imagine how a better
one could be written on this subject. With an understanding
erudition spiced with good-natured wit and occasional sly ribaldry,
Ruse moves easily and assuredly among biology, philosophy,
history, and theology. --Robert T. Pennock, Science Reviews of this
book: Michael Ruse's latest book, Darwin and Design, is an
intellectual history of the design argument and its Darwinian
solutionHis story is a fascinating one, enlivened especially by his
accounts of various imaginative attempts before Darwin to solve the
design problem without recourse to a deity. --Daniel W. McShea,
American Scientist

Charles and Emma
How did life evolve on Earth? The answer to this question can help
us understand our past and prepare for our future. Although
evolution provides credible and reliable answers, polls show that
many people turn away from science, seeking other explanations
with which they are more comfortable. In the book Science,
Evolution, and Creationism, a group of experts assembled by the
National Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Medicine explain
the fundamental methods of science, document the overwhelming
evidence in support of biological evolution, and evaluate the
alternative perspectives offered by advocates of various kinds of
creationism, including "intelligent design." The book explores the
many fascinating inquiries being pursued that put the science of
evolution to work in preventing and treating human disease,
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developing new agricultural products, and fostering industrial
innovations. The book also presents the scientific and legal reasons
for not teaching creationist ideas in public school science classes.
Mindful of school board battles and recent court decisions, Science,
Evolution, and Creationism shows that science and religion should
be viewed as different ways of understanding the world rather than
as frameworks that are in conflict with each other and that the
evidence for evolution can be fully compatible with religious faith.
For educators, students, teachers, community leaders, legislators,
policy makers, and parents who seek to understand the basis of
evolutionary science, this publication will be an essential resource.

Moth
The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the
perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards series is the alpha chimp of
humorous human mishaps. Despite being an international bestseller
and inspiring the movie The Darwin Awards, these hilarious,
cautionary chronicles have failed to stop another generation of
Darwin Award winners from steering motorcycles with their feet,
heating lava lamps on stoves, using liquid soap as brake fluid, and
drowning themselves in the kitchen sink. Filled with more than 100
new tales of evolution in action, plus science essays and a parody
research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards 4
shows that when it comes to common sense, natural selection still
has a long, long way to go.

Felonious Failures
A third collection of misadventures of people who have lost their
lives by engaging in questionable activities includes the stories of a
sheriff who shot himself twice and an artist who made a necklace
using live ammunition.
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Darwin Devolves
The scientific method is just over a hundred years old. From debates
about the evolution of the human mind to the rise of instrumental
reasoning, Henry M. Cowles shows how the idea of a single
"scientific method" emerged from a turn inward by psychologists
that produced powerful epistemological and historical effects that
are still with us today.

Evolution Is Stupid!
When a meteorite lands in Surrey, the locals don't know what to
make of it. But as Martians emerge and begin killing bystanders, it
quickly becomes clear—England is under attack. Armed soldiers
converge on the scene to ward off the invaders, but meanwhile,
more Martian cylinders land on Earth, bringing reinforcements. As
war breaks out across England, the locals must fight for their lives,
but life on Earth will never be the same. This is an unabridged
version of one of the first fictional accounts of extraterrestrial
invasion. H. G. Wells's military science fiction novel was first
published in book form in 1898, and is considered a classic of
English literature.

Darwin's Harvest
In a book that is both groundbreaking and accessible, Daniel C.
Dennett, whom Chet Raymo of The Boston Globe calls "one of the
most provocative thinkers on the planet," focuses his unerringly
logical mind on the theory of natural selection, showing how
Darwin's great idea transforms and illuminates our traditional view
of humanity's place in the universe. Dennett vividly describes the
theory itself and then extends Darwin's vision with impeccable
arguments to their often surprising conclusions, challenging the
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views of some of the most famous scientists of our day.

The Scientific Method
In this volume, men meet their inner idiots as they test their
testosterone levels by petting sharks, kissing snakes, chasing beer
cans, and juggling hand grenades. Only when it’s too late do these
would-be Alpha males realize that they’re actually Omega males,
providing ample proof of a missing “Why?” chromosome.

The Voyage of the Beagle
“Intellectually stimulating and viscerally exciting, The Darwin
Affair is breathtaking from start to stop.” —The Wall Street Journal
Get ready for one of the most inventive and entertaining novels of
2019—an edge-of-your-seat Victorian-era thriller, where the
controversial publication On the Origin of Species sets off a string
of unspeakable crimes. London, June 1860: When an assassination
attempt is made on Queen Victoria, and a petty thief is gruesomely
murdered moments later—and only a block away—Chief Detective
Inspector Charles Field quickly surmises that these crimes are
connected to an even more sinister plot. Was Victoria really the
assassin’s target? Are those closest to the Crown hiding something?
And who is the shadowy figure witnesses describe as having
lifeless, coal-black eyes? Soon, Field’s investigation exposes a
shocking conspiracy in which the publication of Charles Darwin’s
controversial On the Origin of Species sets off a string of murders,
arson, kidnapping, and the pursuit of a madman named the
Chorister. As the investigation takes Field from the dangerous
alleyways of London to the hallowed halls of Oxford, the list of
possible conspirators grows, and the body count escalates. And as
he edges closer to the Chorister, he uncovers dark secrets that were
meant to remain forever hidden. Tim Mason has created a rousing
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page-turner that both Charles Dickens and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
would relish and envy.

Evolution, Old and New
Features examples of people whose lack of common sense resulted
in their demise, in a tribute to how the evolutionary process is
improved when individuals of questionable intelligence accidentally
remove themselves from the gene pool.

Who We Are and How We Got Here
A satirical "award" celebrating the worst examples of human
intelligence features stories about the man who used a cigarette
lighter to check his gas level, the terrorist who opened his own letter
bomb, and other stories of human idiocy.

The Descent of Man
Citing an 1859 letter that accused Charles Darwin of failing to
acknowledge his scientific predecessors, a chronicle of the
collective history of evolution dedicates each chapter to an
evolutionary thinker, from Aristotle and da Vinci to Denis Diderot
to the naturalists of the Jardin de Plantes. 20,000 first printing.

The Darwin Awards
Creative Evolution, originally published in 1911 by Henry Holt and
Company, is the work which catapulted Bergson from obscurity
into world-wide fame. A study of the philosophical implications of
biological evolutionary theory, the impact of this book reached far
beyond biology and seemed to many to herald a new age in
philosophy and the sciences.
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Charles Darwin
Collects Darwin's four seminal works in a slipcase, introduced and
edited by a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning Harvard professor, and
includes an index that links Darwinian evolutionary concepts to
contemporary biological beliefs.

Darwin Comes to Town
*Carrion crows in the Japanese city of Sendai have learned to use
passing traffic to crack nuts. *Lizards in Puerto Rico are evolving
feet that better grip surfaces like concrete. *Europe’s urban
blackbirds sing at a higher pitch than their rural cousins, to be
heardover the din of traffic. How is this happening? Menno
Schilthuizen is one of a growing number of “urban ecologists”
studying how our manmade environments are accelerating and
changing the evolution of the animals and plants around us. In
Darwin Comes to Town, he takes us around the world for an upclose look at just how stunningly flexible and swift-moving natural
selection can be. With human populations growing, we’re having
an increasing impact on global ecosystems, and nowhere do these
impacts overlap as much as they do in cities. The urban
environment is about as extreme as it gets, and the wild animals and
plants that live side-by-side with us need to adapt to a whole suite
of challenging conditions: they must manage in the city’s hotter
climate (the “urban heat island”); they need to be able to live either
in the semidesert of the tall, rocky, and cavernous structures we call
buildings or in the pocket-like oases of city parks (which pose their
own dangers, including smog and free-rangingdogs and cats); traffic
causes continuous noise, a mist of fine dust particles, and barriers to
movement for any animal that cannot fly or burrow; food sources
are mainly human-derived. And yet, as Schilthuizen shows, the
wildlife sharing these spaces with us is not just surviving, but
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evolving ways of thriving. Darwin Comes toTown draws on eyepopping examples of adaptation to share a stunning vision of urban
evolution in which humans and wildlife co-exist in a unique
harmony. It reveals that evolution can happen far more rapidly than
Darwin dreamed, while providing a glimmer of hope that our race
toward over population might not take the rest of nature down with
us.

Creative Evolution
“If you’ve ever fantasized walking and conversing with the great
scientist on the subjects that consumed him, and now wish to add
the fullness of reality, read this book.” —Edward O. Wilson, author
of Half-Earth: Our Planet’s Fight for Life James T. Costa takes
readers on a journey from Darwin’s childhood through his voyage
on the HMS Beagle, where his ideas on evolution began, and on to
Down House, his bustling home of forty years. Using his garden
and greenhouse, the surrounding meadows and woodlands, and
even the cellar and hallways of his home-turned-field-station,
Darwin tested ideas of his landmark theory of evolution through an
astonishing array of experiments without using specialized
equipment. From those results, he plumbed the laws of nature and
drew evidence for the revolutionary arguments of On the Origin of
Species and other watershed works. This unique perspective
introduces us to an enthusiastic correspondent, collaborator, and,
especially, an incorrigible observer and experimenter. And it
includes eighteen experiments for home, school, or garden. Finalist
for the 2018 AAAS/Subaru SB&F Prizes for Excellence in Science
Books.

The Evolution of Beauty
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In
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this series of interweaving stories, Munro recreates the evolving
bond between two women in the course of almost forty years. One
is Flo, practical, suspicious of other people's airs, at times
dismayingly vulgar. the other is Rose, Flo's stepdaughter, a clumsy,
shy girl who somehow leaves the small town she grew up in to
achieve her own equivocal success in the larger world.

Science, Evolution, and Creationism
This is Charles Darwin's chronicle of his five-year journey,
beginning in 1831, around the world as a naturalist on the H.M.S.
Beagle.

The Darwin Awards III
The scientist who has been dubbed the “Father of Intelligent
Design” and author of the groundbreaking book Darwin’s Black
Box contends that recent scientific discoveries further disprove
Darwinism and strengthen the case for an intelligent creator. In his
controversial bestseller Darwin’s Black Box, biochemist Michael
Behe challenged Darwin’s theory of evolution, arguing that science
itself has proven that intelligent design is a better explanation for
the origin of life. In Darwin Devolves, Behe advances his argument,
presenting new research that offers a startling reconsideration of
how Darwin’s mechanism works, weakening the theory’s validity
even more. A system of natural selection acting on random
mutation, evolution can help make something look and act
differently. But evolution never creates something organically.
Behe contends that Darwinism actually works by a process of
devolution—damaging cells in DNA in order to create something
new at the lowest biological levels. This is important, he makes
clear, because it shows the Darwinian process cannot explain the
creation of life itself. “A process that so easily tears down
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sophisticated machinery is not one which will build complex,
functional systems,” he writes. In addition to disputing the
methodology of Darwinism and how it conflicts with the concept of
creation, Behe reveals that what makes Intelligent Design
unique—and right—is that it acknowledges causation. Evolution
proposes that organisms living today are descended with
modification from organisms that lived in the distant past. But
Intelligent Design goes a step further asking, what caused such
astounding changes to take place? What is the reason or mechanism
for evolution? For Behe, this is what makes Intelligent Design so
important.

The War of the Worlds
NEW EXPANDED EDITION that includes an additional 73 pages
of feedback and discussion packed with information pertinent to the
question of why the theory of Evolution is not scientific and not
supported by real science! A humorous (and just a bit sarcastic), nononsense frontal attack on the theory of Evolution and its fanatical
religious nature, the tactics evolutionists use to try to intimidate
those who don't agree with their mythology, the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence, and the answer to the question, "How
did nothing become something and turn itself into everything?"

Evolution, Explanation, Ethics and Aesthetics
Powerful and visually spectacular, Moth is the remarkable evolution
story that captures the struggle of animal survival against the
background of an evolving human world in a unique and
atmospheric introduction to Darwin's theory of Natural Selection.
“This is a story of light and dark” Against a lush backdrop of lichencovered trees, the peppered moth lies hidden. Until the world begins
to change Along come people with their magnificent machines
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which stain the land with soot. In a beautiful landscape changed by
humans how will one little moth survive? A clever picture book text
about the extraordinary way in which animals have evolved,
intertwined with the complication of human intervention. This
remarkable retelling of the story of the peppered moth is the perfect
introduction to natural selection and evolution for children.

The Darwin Awards
Named in honor of the father of evolution, the Darwin Awards
comemorate those who improve the genetic pool by removing
themselves from it. Offered now are new miniature editions.

The Story of Evolution in 25 Discoveries
David Reich describes how the revolution in the ability to sequence
ancient DNA has changed our understanding of the deep human
past. This book tells the emerging story of our often surprising
ancestry - the extraordinary ancient migrations and mixtures of
populations that have made us who we are.

Darwin's Ghosts
Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species, his revolutionary
tract on evolution and the fundamental ideas involved, in 1859.
Nearly 150 years later, the theory of evolution continues to create
tension between the scientific and religious communities.
Challenges about teaching the theory of evolution in schools occur
annually all over the country. This same debate raged within
Darwin himself, and played an important part in his marriage: his
wife, Emma, was quite religious, and her faith gave Charles a lot to
think about as he worked on a theory that continues to spark intense
debates. Deborah Heiligman's new biography of Charles Darwin is
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a thought-provoking account of the man behind evolutionary
theory: how his personal life affected his work and vice versa. The
end result is an engaging exploration of history, science, and
religion for young readers. Charles and Emma is a 2009 National
Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature.

Darwin and Design
“A skillful mix of Bertie Wooster and James Bond . . . A
thoroughgoing pleasure from beginning to end” (Booklist). From
the multitalented British actor, beloved for his roles on Blackadder,
Jeeves and Wooster, and House, this is a spot-on spy spoof about
hapless ex-soldier Thomas Lang, who is drawn unwittingly and
unwillingly into the center of a dangerous plot of international
terrorists, arms dealing, high-tech weapons, and CIA spooks.
“There is mystery, intrigue, sex, and violence, all of which Lang
tosses off with sarcastic wit and remarkable poise. Laurie’s humor
hits home. Although the subject is serious, even plausible, much of
this comedy-thriller is laugh-out-loud funny.” —Library Journal
“Suspenseful, hilarious, witty, surprising, ridiculous, and pretty
wonderful . . . A delightful novel.” —The Washington Post Book
World

The Darwin Awards 4
Charles Robert Darwin, FRS FRGS FLS FZS was an English
naturalist and geologist, best known for his contributions to the
science of evolution

The Darwin Affair
The theory of evolution unites the past, present, and future of living
things. It puts humanity’s place in the universe into necessary
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perspective. Despite a history of controversy, the evidence for
evolution continues to accumulate as a result of many separate
strands of amazing scientific sleuthing. In The Story of Evolution in
25 Discoveries, Donald R. Prothero explores the most fascinating
breakthroughs in piecing together the evidence for evolution. In
twenty-five vignettes, he recounts the dramatic stories of the people
who made crucial discoveries, placing each moment in the context
of what it represented for the progress of science. He tackles topics
like what it means to see evolution in action and what the many
transitional fossils show us about evolution, following figures from
Darwin to lesser-known researchers as they unlock the mysteries of
the fossil record, the earth, and the universe. The book also features
the stories of animal species strange and familiar, including
humans—and our ties to some of our closest relatives and more
distant cousins. Prothero’s wide-ranging tales showcase aweinspiring and bizarre aspects of nature and the powerful insights
they give us into the way that life works. Brisk and entertaining
while firmly grounded in fundamental science, The Story of
Evolution in 25 Discoveries is a captivating read for anyone curious
about the evidence for evolution and what it means for humanity.

Darwin's Dangerous Idea
Charles Darwin’s groundbreaking On the Origin of Species is now
available in an accessible, illustrated edition for young readers that
includes an introduction, glossary, modern insight and information,
and more! Charles Darwin’s famous theory of natural selection
shook the world of science to its core, challenging centuries of
orthodox beliefs about life itself. Darwin’s boundary-shattering
treatise was captured in On the Origin of Species, originally
published in 1859, a groundbreaking and detailed study on
ecological interrelatedness, the complexity of animal and plant life,
and the realities of evolution. This Young Reader’s Edition makes
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Darwin’s cornerstone of modern science accessible to readers of all
ages. Meticulously curated to honor Darwin’s original text, this
compelling edition also provides contemporary insight,
photographs, illustrations, and more. This adaptation is a must-have
for any reader with a curious mind and the desire to explore one of
the most influential books of our time.

The Darwin Awards V
One of the best known and most frequently visited web sites is the
Darwin Awards web site. Practically everyone who is on the net has
received a Darwin story in their e-mail at one time or another. It is
one of those legendary sites which has become part of the fabric of
being on-line. Started in 1993 by biologist Wendy Northcutt she set
out to collect together and authenticate stories of individuals around
the world who, through their stupidity, have removed themselves
from the gene pool, (i.e. killed themselves). These are the people for
whom warnings such as 'coffee is hot' and 'this superman cape does
not enable the wearer to fly' were made. This is black humour
elevated to its purest commercial form. There are rules here too.
The candidate must: exhibit astounding misapplication of
judgement; remove himself/herself from the gene pool; be capable
of sound judgement; be self selecting (i.e. it was their fault) and the
event must be verifiable.

From So Simple a Beginning
In this New York Times bestseller and longlist nominee for the
National Book Award, “our greatest living chronicler of the natural
world” (The New York Times), David Quammen explains how
recent discoveries in molecular biology affect our understanding of
evolution and life’s history. In the mid-1970s, scientists began
using DNA sequences to reexamine the history of all life. Perhaps
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the most startling discovery to come out of this new field—the study
of life’s diversity and relatedness at the molecular level—is
horizontal gene transfer (HGT), or the movement of genes across
species lines. It turns out that HGT has been widespread and
important; we now know that roughly eight percent of the human
genome arrived sideways by viral infection—a type of HGT. In The
Tangled Tree, “the grandest tale in biology….David Quammen
presents the science—and the scientists involved—with patience,
candor, and flair” (Nature). We learn about the major players, such
as Carl Woese, the most important little-known biologist of the
twentieth century; Lynn Margulis, the notorious maverick whose
wild ideas about “mosaic” creatures proved to be true; and Tsutomu
Wantanabe, who discovered that the scourge of antibiotic-resistant
bacteria is a direct result of horizontal gene transfer, bringing the
deep study of genome histories to bear on a global crisis in public
health. “David Quammen proves to be an immensely well-informed
guide to a complex story” (The Wall Street Journal). In The
Tangled Tree, he explains how molecular studies of evolution have
brought startling recognitions about the tangled tree of
life—including where we humans fit upon it. Thanks to new
technologies, we now have the ability to alter even our genetic
composition—through sideways insertions, as nature has long been
doing. “The Tangled Tree is a source of wonder….Quammen has
written a deep and daring intellectual adventure” (The Boston
Globe).

40 Years of Evolution
A large sophisticated telescope complex sits atop a dormant volcano
in one of Earth's most remote locations. Some incredibly bright but
fiercely independent folks operate it much of the time. They detect,
map, and perform threat analysis of near-Earth objects. Shortly after
the world narrowly escapes an extinction event, they start collecting
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pieces of a related cosmic puzzle. When they've connected enough
of them, an intriguing and disturbing picture emerges. Yet the most
revealing pieces don't reveal themselves until after all life on Earth
already has begun marching in lockstep toward possible oblivion.

Voyage of the Narwhal: A Novel
Renowned evolutionary biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant have
produced landmark studies of the Galápagos finches first made
famous by Charles Darwin. In How and Why Species Multiply,
they offered a complete evolutionary history of Darwin's finches
since their origin almost three million years ago. Now, in their
richly illustrated new book, 40 Years of Evolution, the authors turn
their attention to events taking place on a contemporary scale. By
continuously tracking finch populations over a period of four
decades, they uncover the causes and consequences of significant
events leading to evolutionary changes in species. The authors used
a vast and unparalleled range of ecological, behavioral, and genetic
data--including song recordings, DNA analyses, and feeding and
breeding behavior--to measure changes in finch populations on the
small island of Daphne Major in the Galápagos archipelago. They
find that natural selection happens repeatedly, that finches hybridize
and exchange genes rarely, and that they compete for scarce food in
times of drought, with the remarkable result that the finch
populations today differ significantly in average beak size and
shape from those of forty years ago. The authors' most spectacular
discovery is the initiation and establishment of a new lineage that
now behaves as a new species, differing from others in size, song,
and other characteristics. The authors emphasize the immeasurable
value of continuous long-term studies of natural populations and of
critical opportunities for detecting and understanding rare but
significant events. By following the fates of finches for several
generations, 40 Years of Evolution offers unparalleled insights into
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ecological and evolutionary changes in natural environments.

DE EVOLUTION
Evolution, Explanation, Ethics and Aesthetics: Towards a
Philosophy of Biology focuses on the dominant biological topic of
evolution. It deals with the prevailing philosophical themes of how
to explain the adaptation of organisms, the interplay of chance and
necessity, and the recurrent topics of emergence, reductionism, and
progress. In addition, the extensively treated topic of how to explain
human nature as a result of natural processes and the encompassed
issues of the foundations of morality and the brain-to-mind
transformation is discussed. The philosophy of biology is a rapidly
expanding field, not more than half a century old at most, and to a
large extent is replacing the interest in the philosophy of physics
that prevailed in the first two-thirds of the twentieth century. Few
texts available have the benefit of being written by an eminent
biologist who happens to be also a philosopher, as in this work. This
book is a useful resource for seminar courses and college courses on
the philosophy of biology. Researchers, academics, and students in
evolutionary biology, behavior, genetics, and biodiversity will also
be interested in this work, as will those in human biology and issues
such as ethics, religion, and the human mind, along with
professional philosophers of science and those concerned with such
issues as whether evolution is compatible with religion and/or
where morality comes from. Presents the unique perspective of a
distinguished biologist with extensive experience in the field who
has published much about the subject in a wide variety of journals
and edited volumes Covers the philosophical issues related to
evolution and biology in an approachable and readable style
Includes the most up-to-date treatment of this burgeoning, exciting
field within biology Provides the ideal guide for researchers,
academics, and students in evolutionary biology, behavior, genetics,
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and biodiversity

On the Origin of Species
"A luminous work of historical fiction that explores the far reaches
of the Arctic and of men's souls." —Denver Post Capturing a crucial
moment in the history of exploration—the mid-nineteenth century
romance with the Arctic—Andrea Barrett's compelling novel tells the
story of a fateful expedition. Through the eyes of the ship's scholarnaturalist, Erasmus Darwin Wells, we encounter the Narwhal's
crew, its commander, and the far-north culture of the Esquimaux. In
counterpoint, we meet the women left behind in Philadelphia,
explorers only in imagination. Together, those who travel and those
who stay weave a web of myth and mystery, finally discovering
what they had not sought, the secrets of their own hearts.

Darwin's Cathedral
One of the great intellectual battles of modern times is between
evolution and religion. Until now, they have been considered
completely irreconcilable theories of origin and existence. David
Sloan Wilson's Darwin's Cathedral takes the radical step of joining
the two, in the process proposing an evolutionary theory of religion
that shakes both evolutionary biology and social theory at their
foundations. The key, argues Wilson, is to think of society as an
organism, an old idea that has received new life based on recent
developments in evolutionary biology. If society is an organism,
can we then think of morality and religion as biologically and
culturally evolved adaptations that enable human groups to function
as single units rather than mere collections of individuals? Wilson
brings a variety of evidence to bear on this question, from both the
biological and social sciences. From Calvinism in sixteenth-century
Geneva to Balinese water temples, from hunter-gatherer societies to
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urban America, Wilson demonstrates how religions have enabled
people to achieve by collective action what they never could do
alone. He also includes a chapter considering forgiveness from an
evolutionary perspective and concludes by discussing how all social
organizations, including science, could benefit by incorporating
elements of religion. Religious believers often compare their
communities to single organisms and even to insect colonies.
Astoundingly, Wilson shows that they might be literally correct.
Intended for any educated reader, Darwin's Cathedral will change
forever the way we view the relations among evolution, religion,
and human society.

Darwin's Backyard: How Small Experiments Led to a
Big Theory
An all-new collection of gene-pool belly flops Most people don't
need a PhD to know that doing chin-ups off the edge of a seventhfloor balcony is a recipe for disaster. Or that it's a bad idea to put a
paintball gun in your mouth and pull the trigger. Or to think twice
before joyriding in a shopping cart strapped to a four-wheel drive.
Darwin Award winners lack this basic sound judgement. Named for
Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, The Darwin Awards
celebrates those who have dived headfirst into the shallow end of
the gene pool. From offering a bear a beer to self-testing a Taser to
jumping a drawbridge on a bike, The Darwin Awards V: Next
Evolution honours these macabre and entertaining feats of hapless
misjudgement. Fully illustrated with over a hundred new aweinspiring tales, including science essays from guest writers and
answers to FAQs about evolution in action, The Darwin Awards V:
Next Evolution demonstrates how uncommon common sense still
is.

The Darwin Awards Next Evolution
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Using place, politics, and rhetoric as analytical tools, historical
geographer David N. Livingstone investigates how religious
communities sharing a Scots Presbyterian heritage engaged with
Darwin and Darwinism at the turn of the twentieth century. His
findings, presented as the prestigious Gifford Lectures, transform
our understandings of the relationship between science and religion.
The particulars of place—whether in Edinburgh, Belfast, Toronto,
Princeton, or Columbia, South Carolina—shaped the response to
Darwin’s theories. Were they tolerated, repudiated, or welcomed?
Livingstone shows how Darwin was read in different ways, with
meaning distilled from Darwin's texts depending on readers' own
histories—their literary genealogies and cultural preoccupations.
That the theory of evolution fared differently in different places,
Livingstone writes, is "exactly what Darwin might have predicted.
As the theory diffused, it diverged." Dealing with Darwin shows the
profound extent to which theological debates about evolution were
rooted in such matters as anxieties over control of education, the
politics of race relations, the nature of local scientific traditions, and
challenges to traditional cultural identity. In some settings,
conciliation with the new theory, even endorsement, was
possible—demonstrating that attending to the specific nature of
individual communities subverts an inclination to assume a single
relationship between science and religion in general, evolution and
Christianity in particular. Livingstone concludes with contemporary
examples to remind us that what scientists can say and what others
can hear in different venues differ today just as much as they did in
the past.
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