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Bart Ehrman and the Quest of the Historical Jesus of Nazareth
Historian John Dickson examines what can be trusted as reliable history in order to answer the
question: is Jesus fact or fiction? More importantly, he asks: if Jesus really did exist and was
who he claimed to be, what does that mean for you today? Great to give away to people
interested in the evidence for Christianity.

On the Historicity of Jesus
This work takes up two related questions with regard to Jesus: his intention and his
relationship to his contemporaries in Judaism. These questions immediately lead to two others:
the reason for his death (did his intention involve an opposition to Judaism which led to death?)
and the motivating force behind the rise of Christianity (did the split between the Christian
movement and Judaism originate in opposition during Jesus' lifetime?).

Is Jesus History?
This unconventional cultural history explores the lifecycle of the radical historical Jesus, a
construct created by the freethinkers, feminists, socialists and anarchists who used the findings
of biblical criticism to mount a serious challenge to the authority of elite liberal divines during
the Gilded Age and Progressive Era.

Paul: A Very Short Introduction
In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible expert Bart Ehrman confronts the question, "Did Jesus
exist at all?" Ehrman vigorously defends the historical Jesus, identifies the most historically
reliable sources for best understanding Jesus’ mission and message, and offers a compelling
portrait of the person at the heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a master explainer with
deep knowledge of the field, Bart Ehrman methodically demolishes both the scholarly and
popular “mythicist” arguments against the existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from within
the Bible and the wider historical record of the ancient world, Ehrman tackles the key issues
that surround the mythologies associated with Jesus and the early Christian movement. In Did
Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument forPage
Jesus
of Nazareth, Ehrman establishes the criterion
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for any genuine historical investigation and provides a robust defense of the methods required
to discover the Jesus of history.

I Believe in the Historical Jesus
Professor Wells argues that there was no historical Jesus, and in thus arguing he deals with
the many recent writers who have interpreted the historical Jesus as some kind of political
figure in the struggle against Rome, and calls in evidence the many contemporary theologians
who agree with some of his arguments about early Christianity. The question at issue is what
all the evidence adds up to. Does it establish that Jesus did or did not exist? Professor Wells
concludes that the latter is the more likely hypothesis.This challenge to received thinking by
both Christians and non-Christians is supported by much documentary evidence, and
Professor Wells carefully examines all the relevant problems and answers all the relevant
questions. He deliberately avoids polemic and speculation, and sticks so far as possible to the
known facts and to rational inferences from the facts.

A New Perspective on Jesus
In this illustrated book, Pelikan discusses how each age created Jesus in its own image,
discovering in his life and teachings the answers to fundamental questions of human existence
and destiny.

Jesus as a Figure in History
Presenting a cogent and balanced view of Jesus as a person, a theologian examines different
interpretations of Jesus's aims and teachings, discussing the disciples' role in Christianity's
success

Jesus
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER · A meticulously researched biography that challenges
long-held assumptions about Jesus, from the host of CNN’s Believer NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Good Housekeeping · Booklist · Publishers Weekly ·
Bookish Two thousand years ago, an itinerant Jewish preacher and miracle worker walked
across the Galilee, gathering followers to establish what he called the “Kingdom of God.” The
revolutionary movement he launched was so threatening to the established order that he was
captured, tortured, and executed as a state criminal. Within decades after his shameful death,
his followers would call him God. Sifting through centuries of mythmaking, Reza Aslan sheds
new light on one of history’s most influential and enigmatic characters by examining Jesus
through the lens of the tumultuous era in which he lived: first-century Palestine, an age awash
in apocalyptic fervor. Scores of Jewish prophets, preachers, and would-be messiahs wandered
through the Holy Land, bearing messages from God. This was the age of zealotry—a fervent
nationalism that made resistance to the Roman occupation a sacred duty incumbent on all
Jews. And few figures better exemplified this principle than the charismatic Galilean who defied
both the imperial authorities and their allies in the Jewish religious hierarchy. Balancing the
Jesus of the Gospels against the historical sources, Aslan describes a man full of conviction
and passion, yet rife with contradiction; a man of peace who exhorted his followers to arm
themselves with swords; an exorcist and faith healer who urged his disciples to keep his
identity a secret; and ultimately the seditious “King of the Jews” whose promise of liberation
Page 2/11

Online PDF The Historical Figure Of Jesus
from Rome went unfulfilled in his brief lifetime. Aslan explores the reasons why the early
Christian church preferred to promulgate an image of Jesus as a peaceful spiritual teacher
rather than a politically conscious revolutionary. And he grapples with the riddle of how Jesus
understood himself, the mystery that is at the heart of all subsequent claims about his divinity.
Zealot yields a fresh perspective on one of the greatest stories ever told even as it affirms the
radical and transformative nature of Jesus of Nazareth’s life and mission. The result is a
thought-provoking, elegantly written biography with the pulse of a fast-paced novel: a singularly
brilliant portrait of a man, a time, and the birth of a religion. Praise for Zealot “Riveting . . .
Aslan synthesizes Scripture and scholarship to create an original account.”—The New Yorker
“A lucid, intelligent page-turner.”—Los Angeles Times “Fascinatingly and convincingly drawn . .
. Aslan may come as close as one can to respecting those who revere Jesus as the peaceloving, turn-the-other-cheek, true son of God depicted in modern Christianity, even as he
knocks down that image.”—The Seattle Times “[Aslan’s] literary talent is as essential to the
effect of Zealot as are his scholarly and journalistic chops. . . . A vivid, persuasive
portrait.”—Salon “This tough-minded, deeply political book does full justice to the real Jesus,
and honors him in the process.”—San Francisco Chronicle

The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus
After more than 52 weeks on the Toronto Star’s bestseller list and 43 weeks on The Globe and
Mail’s bestseller list, Tom Harpur’s groundbreaking book, The Pagan Christ, is now available in
paperback. This new edition includes the twenty-page discussion guide, with more than 100
questions, to help facilitate a deeper, chapter-by-chapter analysis and more profound
understanding of the findings and arguments found in the book. Subjects for discussion
include: the ancient Egyptian roots of Christianity, the real meaning of the Bible, the key to
whether Jesus really existed, the re-mythologizing of Christianity, the meaning of the Christ
within all of us and the need to understand myth and allegory. With a new introduction by Tom
Harpur, this paperback edition sheds further light on what has become one of the most talked
about books of the new millennium.

Historical Jesus
Rabbi or Messiah? Prophet or the Son of God? People have debated the identity of Jesus of
Nazareth since the first century. But what if there was no Jesus? What if there was no Mary or
Joseph, no twelve apostles? What if the story of Jesus was no more than a myth to convey
spiritual truth? These claims have been around for hundreds of years and have become more
prominent with well-known religion columnist Tom Harpur's recent book, The Pagan Christ.
Harpur claims that Jesus was not a historical figure, but was one version of an ancient myth
that can be traced from ancient Egyptian religion to the Roman mystery cults. Stanley Porter
and Stephen Bedard tackle this radical claim by looking at the roots of the "pagan Christ idea,"
examining the supposed pagan parallels and presenting the evidence for the historical Jesus.
The authors demonstrate that the suggestion of pagan origins for the Gospel story is not based
on historical or textual evidence, but rather on a desire to create a universalistic spirituality
revolving around a "Cosmic Christ" within each person. A fair examination of both the
mythological and biblical texts reveal that the traditional understanding of an actual historical
figure known as Jesus of Nazareth appearing two thousand years ago is indeed the only
logical conclusion. Stanley E. Porter is President and Dean, and Professor of New Testament
at McMaster Divinity College, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Porter has M.A. degrees from
Claremont Graduate School and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and the Ph.D. from the
University of Sheffield. He has written widely on issues of concern in study of the New
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Testament, such as Jesus, Paul, the book of Acts, and John. He has a passion for education in
the church, and preaches and teaches regularly. Stephen J. Bedard is the pastor of Woodford
Baptist Church and First Baptist Church, Meaford, Ontario, Canada. He holds the M.Div. and
M.Th. degrees from McMaster Divinity College, and is actively engaged in further graduate
study. Bedard is an advocate of informed preaching and teaching, and is devoted to the
ministry of the local church.

The Pagan Christ
This book features a learned and fascinating debate between two great Bible scholars about
the New Testament as a reliable source on the historical Jesus. Bart Ehrman, an agnostic New
Testament scholar, debates Craig Evans, an evangelical New Testament scholar, about the
historical Jesus and what constitutes "history." Their interaction includes such compelling
questions as: What are sound methods of historical investigation? What are reliable criteria for
determining the authenticity of an ancient text? What roles do reason and inference play? And,
of course, interpretation? Readers of this debate—regardless of their interpretive inclinations
and biases—are sure to find some confirmation of their existing beliefs, but they will surely also
find an honest and well-informed challenge to the way they think about the historical Jesus.
The result? A more open, better informed, and questioning mind, which is better prepared for
discovering both truth and contrivance. The debate between Ehrman and Evans along with
Stewart's introductory framework make this book an excellent primer to the study of the
historical Jesus, and readers will come away with a deeper appreciation for the ongoing quest
for the historical Jesus.

Excavating Jesus
Essential reading for anyone interested in the historical Jesus debate, this volume offers a
comprehensive and balanced account of research into the person of Jesus.

Unmasking the Pagan Christ
Comprehensively detailing the sources for our knowledge of Jesus, Theissen and Merz fully
explore the historical and social context of Jesus and his activity. They then unfold what we
can know about Jesus' characteristics as a charismatic teacher, a Jewish prophet, a healer, a
teller of parables and an ethical teacher. Finally, they examine closely the historical question
surrounding Jesus' last supper, his violent death, the accounts of Easter, and the beginnings of
Christology.

Historical Dictionary of Jesus
Very Short Introductions offer stimulating, accessible introductions to a wide variety of
subjects, demonstrating the finest contemporary thinking about their central problems and
issues.'Sanders makes one think afresh about all sorts of issues read this book ' -Hebrew
Christian

The Historical Jesus Quest
A biography of the historical figure of Jesus. The book studies the relationship between
Judaism and Christianity, distinguishing the certain from the improbable, and assessing the
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historical and religious context of Christ's time. The spread of Christianity is also discussed.

The Historical Jesus and the Mythical Christ
The Historical Jesus: Five Views provides a venue for readers to sit in on a virtual seminar on
the historical Jesus. Beginning with a scene-setting historical introduction by the editors,
prominent figures in the Jesus quest set forth their views and respond to their fellow scholars.
For both the classroom and personal study, this is a book that fascinates, probes and engages.

Jesus and the Logic of History
Historical Jesus asks two primary questions: What does historical mean? and How should we
apply this to Jesus? Anthony Le Donne begins with the unusual step of considering human
perception how sensory data from sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell are interpreted from the
very beginning by what we expect, what we ve learned, and how we categorize the world. In
this way Le Donne shows how historical memories are initially formed. He continues with the
nature of human memory and how it interacts with group memories. Finally, he offers a
philosophy of history and uses it to outline three dimensions from the life of Jesus: his
dysfunctional family, his politics, and his final confrontation in Jerusalem. This little book is
ideal for those with no background in religious studies even those with no faith who wish to
better understand who Jesus was and how we can know what we do know about him.

Did Jesus Exist?
A renowned scholar calls for a change of direction for the study of Jesus in the 21st century.

Jesus the Messiah
In this New Studies in Biblical Theology volume, Historian Paul W. Barnett presents clear,
careful and convincing evidence that the Christ of orthodox Christianity is the same as the
Jesus of history.

A Search for the Historical Jesus
The Historical Jesus
Of the many recent books on the historical Jesus, none has explored what the latest biblical
scholarship means for personal faith. Now, in Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, Marcus
Borg addresses the yearnings of those who want a fully contemporary faith that welcomes
rather than oppresses our critical intelligence and openness to the best of historical
scholarship. Borg shows how a rigorous examination of historical findings can lead to a new
faith in Christ, one that is critical and, at the same time, sustaining. "Believing in Jesus does
not mean believing doctrines about him," Borg writes. "Rather, it means to give one's heart,
one's self at its deepest level, to . . . the living Lord." Drawing on his own journey from a naive,
unquestioning belief in Christ through collegiate skepticism to a mature and contemporary
Christian faith, Borg illustrates how an understanding of the historical Jesus can actually lead
to a more authentic Christian life—one not rooted in creeds or dogma, but in a life of spiritual
challenge, compassion, and community. In straightforward, accessible prose, Borg looks at the
Page 5/11

Online PDF The Historical Figure Of Jesus
major findings of modern Jesus scholarship from the perspective of faith, bringing alive the
many levels of Jesus' character: spirit person, teacher of alternative wisdom, social prophet,
and movement founder. He also reexamines the major stories of the Old Testament vital to an
authentic understanding of Jesus, showing how an enriched understanding of these stories
can uncover new truths and new pathways to faith. For questioning believers, doubters, and
reluctant unbelievers alike, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time frees our understanding of
Jesus' life and message from popular misconceptions and outlines the way to a sound and
contemporary faith: "For ultimately, Jesus is not simply a figure of the past, but a figure of the
present. Meeting that Jesus—the living one who comes to us even now—will be like meeting
Jesus again for the first time."

The Historical Jesus
Did Jesus Exist?
The book consists of three parts: an introduction to the major topics pertaining to Jesus as a
historical figure; a cross-referenced dictionary containing 400 entries on a range of topics,
including things Jesus did and said, ancient sources of historical data, and modern scholarship
and interpretation; and a bibliography listing some of the most important books related to Jesus
and the world in which he lived. This concise and objective reference work provides a clear
and accurate introduction to the study of Jesus as a historical figure.

The 100
In this thoroughly researched study, G.A. Wells has squarely faced the question of whether a
man named Jesus lived, preached, healed, and died in Palestine during the early years of the
first century of the Christian era - or indeed, at any time. Building on the biblical studies of
Christian theologians, Dr. Wells soberly demonstrates that we have no reliable eyewitnesses to
the events depicted in the New Testament. He publicizes a fact known to theological scholars
but little-known in the average Christian congregation: that the order of books of the New
Testament is not an accurate chronological arrangement. Indeed, Paul, who never saw Jesus,
wrote his epistles to early Christian congregations before the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and
John were written. It may come as a great surprise to Christians and other monotheists, to
agnostics, atheists, and humanists alike, that "the earliest references to the historical Jesus are
so vague that it is not necessary to hold that he ever existed; the rise of Christianity can, from
the undoubtedly historical antecedents, be explained quite well without him; and reasons can
be given to show why, from about A.D. 80 or 90, Christians began to suppose that he had lived
in Palestine about fifty years earlier." The Historical Evidence for Jesus is not a frontal attack
on Christians per se; rather it is an easily understood but scholarly examination of the evidence
for many long-accepted notions about the "biography" of the man called Jesus. This book
takes up and quotes extensively from the Epistles and the Gospels of the New Testament, thus
letting the evidence speak for itself in words familiar to every Bible reader. For example, Wells
closely compares what Paul said about Jesus with what the author of Matthew, who lived later,
wrote of him. Then he explains why these discrepancies apparently exist. Startling indeed is
his proof that "earlier writers sometimes make statements which positively exclude the idea
that Jesus worked miracles, delivered certain teachings, or suffered under Pilate." There is
also interesting material on the topics of Jesus' supposed family, the so-called Shroud of Turin,
and the myth-making that even today surrounds the figure of Jesus. Dr. Wells does not,
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however, attempt to demolish belief in God or the ethical precepts held by Christians. His
presentation is always fair and couched in moderate tones.

Mary Through the Centuries
A series of 24 half-hour lectures on a college course level. Examines what available sources
can reliably tell us about Jesus' words and deeds in the context of 1st-century Roman
Palestine and the Jewish religious environment of the time.

Jesus Through the Centuries
The introduction to this new guide sets out the sources (Graeco-Roman, Jewish and Christian),
noting the problems connected with them, paying particular attention to the nature of the
gospels, and the Synoptic versus the Johannine tradition. A substantial section will discuss
scholarship on Jesus from the nineteenth century to the explosion of works in the present day,
introducing and explaining the three different 'quests' for the historical Jesus. Subsequent
chapters will analyse key themes in historical Jesus research: Jesus' Galilean origins; the
scope of his ministry and models of 'holy men', particularly that of prophet; Jesus' teaching and
healing; his trial and crucifixion; the highly contentious question of his resurrection; and finally
an exploration of the links between the Jesus movement and the early church. Throughout, the
(often opposing) positions of a variety of key scholars will be explained and discussed (eg.
Sanders, Crossan, Dunn, Wright, Brown).

The Holy Bible
Scholars and students have long awaited such a volume, which provides direct access to the
classic writers on the Historical Jesus, allowing them to speak in their own words. This volume
brings together, in English translation, substantial extracts from the key works in Jesus studies.
Includes substantial quotations in English from Troeltsch, Schweitzer, Wrede, K hler,
Bultmann, K semann and others. The selections are accompanied by brief introductions to
each writer with helpful summaries of the works from which extracts are taken.

The Human Christ
A list of the one hundred most influential people in history features descriptions of the careers,
contributions, and accomplishments of the political and religious leaders, inventors, writers,
artists, and others who changed the course of history. Simultaneous.

Jesus and Judaism
A scholarly exploration of the life of Jesus seeks to separate historical information from the
faith-based tenets of his life, analyzing the role played by politics in his rise to power, the
miraculous events attributed to him, and the separation of Christianity and Judaism after his
death. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.

The Historical Figure of Jesus
The premier historical Jesus scholar joins a brilliant archaeologist to illuminate the life and
teaching of Jesus against the background of his world. There have been phenomenal
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advances in the historical understanding of Jesus and his world and times, but also huge,
lesser known advances in first–century Palestine archaeology that explain a great deal about
Jesus, his followers, and his teachings. This is the first book that combines the two and it does
it in a fresh, accessible way that will interest both biblical scholars and students and also the
thousands of lay readers of Biblical Archaeology Review (150,000+ circulation), National
Geographic, and other archaeology and ancient history books and magazines. Each chapter of
the book focuses on a major modern archaeological or textual discovery and shows how that
discovery opens a window onto a major feature of Jesus's life and teachings.

The Historical Jesus
An informed, scholarly approach to the study of the historical Jesus that takes the Gospels
seriously as a source of historical information.

Zealot
In this accessible introduction to Jesus Christ, Robert Stein draws together the results of a
career of research and writing on Jesus and the Gospels. Now in paperback, this classic
textbook is clearly written, ably argued, and geared to the needs of students, giving probing
minds a sure grounding in the life and ministry of Jesus.

Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time
"He comes as yet unknown into a hamlet of Lower Galilee. He is watched by the cold, hard
eyes of peasants living long enough at a subsistence level to know exactly where the line is
drawn between poverty and destitution. He looks like a beggar yet his eyes lack the proper
cringe, his voice the proper whine, his walk the proper shuffle. He speaks about the rule of God
and they listen as much from curiosity as anything else. They know all about rule and power,
about kingdom and empire, but they know it in terms of tax and debt, malnutrition and
sickness, agrarian oppression and demonic possession. What, they really want to know, can
this kingdom of God do for a lame child, a blind parent, a demented soul screaming its tortured
isolation among the graves that mark the edges of the village?" –– from "The Gospel of Jesus,"
overture to The Historical Jesus The Historical Jesus reveals the true Jesus––who he was,
what he did, what he said. It opens with "The Gospel of Jesus," Crossan's studied
determination of Jesus' actual words and actions stripped of any subsequent additions and
placed in a capsule account of his life story. The Jesus who emerges is a savvy and
courageous Jewish Mediterranean peasant, a radical social revolutionary, with a rhapsodic
vision of economic, political, and religious egalitarianism and a social program for creating it.
The conventional wisdom of critical historical scholarship has long held that too little is known
about the historical Jesus to say definitively much more than that he lived and had a
tremendous impact on his followers. "There were always historians who said it could not be
done because of historical problems," writes Crossan. "There were always theologians who
said it should not be done because of theological objections. And there were always scholars
who said the former when they meant the latter.' With this ground–breaking work, John
Dominic Crossan emphatically sweeps these notions aside. He demonstrates that Jesus is
actually one of the best documented figures in ancient history; the challenge is the complexity
of the sources. The vivid portrayal of Jesus that emerges from Crossan's unique methodology
combines the complementary disciplines of social anthropology, Greco–Roman history, and
the literary analysis of specific pronouncements, anecdotes, confessions and interpretations
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involving Jesus. All three levels cooperate equally and fully in an effective synthesis that
provides the most definitive presentation of the historical Jesus yet attained.

Can We Trust the Bible on the Historical Jesus?
The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in
the course of the last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually
been put to rest in favor of imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological
in the surviving records of Jesus. Carrier re-examines the whole question and finds compelling
reasons to suspect the more daring assumption is correct. He lays out extensive research on
the evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the key questions that must
now be answered if the historicity of Jesus is to survive as a dominant paradigm. Carrier
contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most credible theory of
Christian origins if a historical Jesus did not exist. Such a theory would posit that the Jesus
figure was originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through private revelations
and hidden messages in scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted
to communicate the claims of the gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be
believed or promoted in the struggle for control of the Christian churches that survived the
tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more credible than has been
previously imagined. He explains why it offers a better explanation for all the disparate
evidence surviving from the first two centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need a
more careful and robust theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of
the second-temple period and the most popular features of pagan religion and philosophy of
the time. For anyone intent on defending a historical Jesus, this is the book to challenge.

The Historical Evidence for Jesus
In this book, Dale Allison addresses ongoing historical-theological questions concerning Jesus
Christ. What should one think of the modern quest for the historical Jesus when there is such
enduring discord among the experts, and when personal agendas play such a large role in the
reconstructions? How much history is in the Gospels, and how much history does Christian
theology require that there be? How does the quest impinge on conventional Christian beliefs,
and what might it contribute to contemporary theological reflection? --From publisher's
description.

The Historical Jesus
Few would deny that a person named Jesus lived and died during the first century of this era.
Yet opinions differ widely as to the reliability of the New Testament record of his life. In I
Believe in the Historical Jesus, Marshall surveys the quest for the historical Jesus from the
19th century to the present, examines the methods used to extract historical information from
the gospels, and investigates the role faith plays in a study of the life of Jesus. The gospel
accounts of Jesus are reliable historically, not merely literary productions impossible to
penetrate from an historical perspective, and Marshall's work is a ringing affirmation of belief in
the historical Jesus. This edition includes a new epilogue and updated bibliography. I. Howard
Marshall is Emeritus Professor of New Testament Exegesis and Honorary Research Professor
at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, where he supervises postgraduate students in their
theological studies. Professor Marshall's area of research has been Luke-Acts, the Pastoral
Epistles and the theology of New Testament writers.
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Studying the Historical Jesus
The King James Bible for ebook readers, desktops, tablets and phones. Including Old
Testament and New Testament, this is a wonderful tool that keeps the scriptures at your
fingertips. The translation that became the Authorized King James Bible was begun in 1604
and in 1611 was published by the Church of England, under the direction of King James. The
translation was done by forty-seven Church of England scholars, the New Testament coming
from the Greek Textus Receptus (Received Text), the Old Testament from the Masoretic
Hebrew text, and the Apocrypha from the Greek Septuagint (LXX), except for two Esdras from
the Latin Vulgate.

The Historical Christ and the Theological Jesus
Massey was an Egyptologist who wrote a tremendous body of scholarly work. He concluded
that much of Christianity and its belief structure was rooted in ancient Egyptian mythology. At
first this sounds strange, but a large number of people have agreed, including some scholars
and researchers in the field of religious studies. A different and compelling view of Christianity
and its roots.

The Historical Jesus: A Guide for the Perplexed
Jesus the historical figure has intrigued some of the most interesting figures of modernity; such
as Newton and Norman Mailer. In this revealing history and critique, the author enters the
complex mental worlds of these researchers to show how our understanding of Jesus has
influenced our culture

The Historical Figure of Jesus
Explores how Mary has been represented in theology, art, music, and literature throughout the
ages
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