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The Selfish Gene
Highly controversial when it was first published in 1981, Alasdair MacIntyre's After Virtue has since established itself as a landmark work in contemporary
moral philosophy. In this book, MacIntyre sought to address a crisis in moral language that he traced back to a European Enlightenment that had made the
formulation of moral principles increasingly difficult. In the search for a way out of this impasse, MacIntyre returns to an earlier strand of ethical thinking,
that of Aristotle, who emphasised the importance of 'virtue' to the ethical life. More than thirty years after its original publication, After Virtue remains a
work that is impossible to ignore for anyone interested in our understanding of ethics and morality today.

An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals
How do we determine right from wrong? Conscience illuminates the answer through science and philosophy. In her brilliant work Touching a Nerve,
Patricia S. Churchland, the distinguished founder of neurophilosophy, drew from scientific research on the brain to understand its philosophical and ethical
implications for identity, consciousness, free will, and memory. In Conscience, she explores how moral systems arise from our physical selves in combination
with environmental demands. All social groups have ideals for behavior, even though ethics vary among different cultures and among individuals within
each culture. In trying to understand why, Churchland brings together an understanding of the influences of nature and nurture. She looks to evolution to
elucidate how, from birth, our brains are configured to form bonds, to cooperate, and to care. She shows how children grow up in society to learn, through
repetition and rewards, the norms, values, and behavior that their parents embrace. Conscience delves into scientific studies, particularly the fascinating
work on twins, to deepen our understanding of whether people have a predisposition to embrace specific ethical stands. Research on psychopaths
illuminates the knowledge about those who abide by no moral system and the explanations science gives for these disturbing individuals. Churchland then
turns to philosophy—that of Socrates, Aquinas, and contemporary thinkers like Owen Flanagan—to explore why morality is central to all societies, how it is
transmitted through the generations, and why different cultures live by different morals. Her unparalleled ability to join ideas rarely put into dialogue brings
light to a subject that speaks to the meaning of being human.
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A Discourse on Inequality
Two renowned investment advisors and authors of the bestseller The Great Reckoning bring to light both currents of disaster and the potential for
prosperity and renewal in the face of radical changes in human history as we move into the next century. The Sovereign Individual details strategies
necessary for adapting financially to the next phase of Western civilization. Few observers of the late twentieth century have their fingers so presciently on
the pulse of the global political and economic realignment ushering in the new millennium as do James Dale Davidson and Lord William Rees-Mogg. Their
bold prediction of disaster on Wall Street in Blood in the Streets was borne out by Black Tuesday. In their ensuing bestsellar, The Great Reckoning,
published just weeks before the coup attempt against Gorbachev, they analyzed the pending collapse of the Soviet Union and foretold the civil war in
Yugoslavia and other events that have proved to be among the most searing developments of the past few years. In The Sovereign Individual, Davidson and
Rees-Mogg explore the greatest economic and political transition in centuries -- the shift from an industrial to an information-based society. This transition,
which they have termed "the fourth stage of human society," will liberate individuals as never before, irrevocably altering the power of government. This
outstanding book will replace false hopes and fictions with new understanding and clarified values.

Cooperation among Animals
The New York Times bestselling author of The Rational Optimist and Genome returns with a fascinating argument for evolution that definitively dispels a
dangerous, widespread myth: that we can command and control our world. Human society evolves. Change in technology, language, morality, and society
is incremental, inexorable, gradual, and spontaneous. It follows a narrative, going from one stage to the next; it creeps rather than jumps; it has its own
spontaneous momentum rather than being driven from outside; it has no goal or end in mind; and it largely happens by trial and error—a version of natural
selection. Much of the human world is the result of human action but not of human design: it emerges from the interactions of millions, not from the plans
of a few. Drawing on fascinating evidence from science, economics, history, politics, and philosophy, Matt Ridley demolishes conventional assumptions that
the great events and trends of our day are dictated by those on high, whether in government, business, academia, or organized religion. On the contrary,
our most important achievements develop from the bottom up. Just as skeins of geese form Vs in the sky without meaning to and ter-mites build mud
cathedrals without architects, so brains take shape without brain-makers, learning happens without teaching, and morality changes for no reason other than
the prevailing fashion. Although we neglect, defy, and ignore them, bottom-up trends shape the world. The Industrial Revolution, cell phones, the rise of
Asia, and the Internet were never planned; they happened. Languages emerged and evolved by a form of natural selection, as did common law. Torture,
racism, slavery, and pedophilia—all once widely regarded as acceptable—are now seen as immoral despite the decline of religion in recent decades. In this
wide-ranging and erudite book, Ridley brilliantly makes the case for evolution, rather than design, as the force that has shaped much of our culture, our
technology, our minds, and that even now is shaping our future. As compelling as it is controversial, as authoritative as it is ambitious, Ridley’s deeply
thought-provoking book will change the way we think about the world and how it works.

Moral Origins
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Despite the depiction of nature "red in tooth and claw," cooperation is actually widespread in the animal kingdom. Various types of cooperative behaviors
have been documented in everything from insects to primates, and in every imaginable ecological scenario. Yet why animals cooperate is still a hotly
contested question in literature on evolution and animal behavior. This book examines the history surrounding the study of cooperation, and proceeds to
examine the conceptual, theoretical and empirical work on this fascinating subject. Early on, it outlines the four different categories of cooperation -reciprocal altruism, kinship, group-selected cooperation and byproduct mutualism -- and ties these categories together in a single framework called the
Cooperator's Dilemma. Hundreds of studies on cooperation in insects, fish, birds and mammals are reviewed. Cooperation in this wide array of taxa
includes, but is not limited to, cooperative hunting, anti-predator behavior, foraging, sexual coalitions, grooming, helpers-at-the nest, territoriality, 'policing'
behavior and group thermoregulation. Each example outlined is tied back to the theoretical framework developed early on, whenever the data allows.
Future experiments designed to further elucidate a particular type of cooperation are provided throughout the book.

The Popol Vuh
Why are people nice to each other? What are the reasons for altrusim? Matt Ridley explains how the human mind has evolved a special instinct for social
exchange, offering a lucid and persuasive argument about the paradox of human benevolence.

The Book of Songs
First published in 1937. The Book of Songs is a collection of ancient Chinese songs, dating from 800 to 600 B.C. Until this was published in 1937 it had not
been translated into English since the middle of nineteenth century, when sinology was still in its infancy. For the first time the original meaning of 290 out
of the 305 songs is given, use being made of the advances in the study of old Chinese. The result is not merely a clear picture of early Chinese life, but also
the restoration to its proper place in world literature of one of the finest collection of traditional songs.

Religion Explained
Conflict is ubiquitous and inevitable, but people generally dislike it and try to prevent or avoid it as much as possible. So why do clashes of right and wrong
occur? And why are some more serious than others? In Moral Time, sociologist Donald Black presents a new theory of conflict that provides answers to
these and many other questions. The heart of the theory is a completely new concept of social time. Black claims that the root cause of conflict is the
movement of social time, including relational, vertical, and cultural time--changes in intimacy, inequality, and diversity. The theory of moral time reveals
the causes of conflict in all human relationships, from marital and other close relationships to those between strangers, ethnic groups, and entire societies.
Moreover, the theory explains the origins and clash of right and wrong not only in modern societies but across the world and across history, from conflict
concerning sexual behavior such as rape, adultery, and homosexuality, to bad manners and dislike in everyday life, theft and other crime, racism, antiSemitism, anti-Americanism, witchcraft accusations, warfare, heresy, obscenity, creativity, and insanity. Black concludes by explaining the evolution of
conflict and morality across human history, from the tribal to the modern age. He also provides surprising insights into the postmodern emergence of the
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right to happiness and the expanding rights of humans and non-humans across the world. Moral Time offers an incisive, powerful, and radically new
understanding of human conflict--a fundamental and inescapable feature of social life.

Demonic Males
How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in
the wild, often failing to overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other hand, human groups
have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions that have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of
diverse environments. What has enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals? This
book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially
interconnect and learn from one another over generations. Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers,
neuroscientific findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective brains have propelled our species' genetic
evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers,
plant knowledge, and projectile weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in crucial
ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also creating the
institutions that continue to alter our motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with cultural
evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking clues from our ancient past to the
present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both
our species' immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.

Enviro-Capitalists
Virtue Signaling
'Virtue signaling' is the phrase that got popular on social media during the 2016 election as a way of derogating political opponents. But what is virtue
signaling, really? How does it work, where does it come from, and is it really a bad thing? How can it help people to virtue signaling better -- when you're
doing it, and when your friends, family, colleagues, and mates are doing it? This short, thoughtful, easy-to-read book is about how we can better understand
people's instincts to show off our moral virtues, personality traits, ideologies, political attitudes, and lifestyle choices through our public behavior and
language, from dating to street protests to social media to academic censorship. It shows how virtue signaling is the key to understanding current debates
about free speech and viewpoint diversity on campuses, in corporations, and throughout society. Understanding virtue signaling is a social superpower, like
understanding body language, or personality traits, or sex differences. Are you curious why politics and religion lead to so many bitter debates around the
Thanksgiving dinner table -- even among relatives who get along in every other domain? Or why so many single people put 'No Trump supporters ' or 'No
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Libtards ' on the dating profiles -- when politics plays such a small role in day-to-day relationships? Or why Gen Z college students want to censor ideas they
think are evil -- when they're supposed to be exposing themselves to diverse perspectives? Virtue signaling is one of those concepts that's easy to understand,
but that most people don't bother to face -- because we're all doing it all the time, and acknowledging our own virtue signaling makes us feel embarrassed
and hypocritical.Let's face the reality of virtue signaling. This book offers a scientifically grounded, practical, non-partisan set of insights so you understand
your own ideological passions, your relationships, and your society much more easily. If you don't understand your own virtue signaling, then your
ideologies and signaling habits, not your conscious mind, are running your life. If you don't understand other people's virtue signaling, then it's hard to take
their point of view and to find common ground with them. If you don't understanding virtue signaling in the political realm, it's hard to convince other
citizens to support your causes, policies, and candidates.This book collects seven essays written from 1996 through 2018. They're all focused around the
evolutionary psychology of politics, ethics, and language. It includes a new preface, new introductions that give the backstory to each essay, and a new list of
further readings (including about 100 books by other people). The book is about 32,000 words, or about 85-130 pages depending on your reader format.
The author, Geoffrey Miller, is a tenured evolutionary psychology professor at University of New Mexico. He's been writing and teaching about the origins
and functions of moral virtues for decades. His previous books include The Mating Mind, Spent, Mating Intelligence, and What Women Want. He got his
B.A. from Columbia University, and his Ph.D. from Stanford University. He's also worked at NYU Stern Business School, UCLA, University College
London, and the London School of Economics. He has over 110 publications about sexual selection, mate choice, signaling theory, fitness indicators,
consumer behavior, marketing, intelligence, creativity, language, art, music, humor, emotions, personality, psychopathology, and behavior genetics. He has
also given 200 talks in 16 countries, and his research has been featured in Nature, Science, The New York Times, The Washington Post, New Scientist, and
The Economist, on NPR and BBC radio, and in documentaries on CNN, PBS, Discovery Channel, National Geographic Channel, and BBC.

The Evolution of Everything
Many of our questions about religion, says renowned anthropologist Pascal Boyer, are no longer mysteries. We are beginning to know how to answer
questions such as "Why do people have religion?" Using findings from anthropology, cognitive science, linguistics, and evolutionary biology, Religion
Explained shows how this aspect of human consciousness is increasingly admissible to coherent, naturalistic explanation. This brilliant and controversial
book gives readers the first scientific explanation for what religious feeling is really about, what it consists of, and where it comes from.

The Theory of Moral Sentiments
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands of years ago continue to exert huge influence on present-day
politics. If we are to understand the politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis Fukuyama examines the paths that
different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political order. This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes right up to the
eve of the French and American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as economics, anthropology and geography. The Origins of Political Order is
a magisterial study on the emergence of mankind as a political animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers writing today.
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Nature Via Nurture
Tropical Deforestation
Documents the 2001 discovery that there are fewer genes in a human genome than previously thought and considers the argument that nurture elements
are also largely responsible for human behavior.

The Subject of Virtue
The Righteous Mind
“A fascinating new analysis of human violence, filled with fresh ideas and gripping evidence from our primate cousins, historical forebears, and
contemporary neighbors.” —Steven Pinker, author of The Better Angels of Our Nature We Homo sapiens can be the nicest of species and also the
nastiest. What occurred during human evolution to account for this paradox? What are the two kinds of aggression that primates are prone to, and why did
each evolve separately? How does the intensity of violence among humans compare with the aggressive behavior of other primates? How did humans
domesticate themselves? And how were the acquisition of language and the practice of capital punishment determining factors in the rise of culture and
civilization? Authoritative, provocative, and engaging, The Goodness Paradox offers a startlingly original theory of how, in the last 250 million years,
humankind became an increasingly peaceful species in daily interactions even as its capacity for coolly planned and devastating violence remains
undiminished. In tracing the evolutionary histories of reactive and proactive aggression, biological anthropologist Richard Wrangham forcefully and
persuasively argues for the necessity of social tolerance and the control of savage divisiveness still haunting us today.

The Origins of Virtue
Draws on recent discoveries about human evolution to examine whether violence among men is a product of their primitive heritage, and searches for
solutions to the problems of war, rape, and murder

The Origins of Political Order
A clearly written, sophisticated summary of and prospectus for a flourishing current field of anthropological research.
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Who Owns the Environment?
The seven deadly sins are pride, envy, anger, sloth, gluttony, greed, and lust. The seven virtues are prudence, fortitude, temperance, justice, faith, hope, and
love. This book brings all of them together and for the first time lays out their history in a collection of the most important philosophical, religious, literary,
and art-historical works. Starting with the Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian antecedents, this anthology of source documents traces the virtues-and-vices
tradition through its cultural apex during the medieval era and then into their continued development and transformation from the Renaissance to the
present. This anthology includes excerpts of Plato's Republic, the Bible, Dante's Purgatorio, and the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche and C. S. Lewis. Also
included are artworks from medieval manuscripts; paintings by Giotto, Veronese, and Paul Cadmus; prints by Brueghel; and a photograph by Oscar
Rejlander. What these works show is the vitality and richness of the virtues and vices in the arts from their origins to the present. You can continue this
book's conversation by visiting http://www.virtuesvicesinthearts.blogspot.com/. There you can join conversations, find out more, and meet other scholars
and artists interested in this vibrant tradition.

A Discourse Upon the Origin and Foundation of the Inequality Among Mankind
Explores the latest beliefs about why people tell stories and what stories reveal about human nature, offering insights into such related topics as universal
themes and what it means to have a storytelling brain.

The Secret of Our Success
The natural and cultural history of the evolution of our sense of ethics, by a leading anthropologist of human morality.

The Origins of Virtue
Suggests a biological basis for the social organization and cooperation shown by the human race, and traces the evolution of society

A Treatise of Human Nature
The Storytelling Animal
What does pleasure have to do with morality? What role, if any, should intuition have in the formation of moral theory? If something is ‘simulated’, can
it be immoral? This accessible and wide-ranging textbook explores these questions and many more. Key ideas in the fields of normative ethics, metaethics
and applied ethics are explained rigorously and systematically, with a vivid writing style that enlivens the topics with energy and wit. Individual theories are
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discussed in detail in the first part of the book, before these positions are applied to a wide range of contemporary situations including business ethics, sexual
ethics, and the acceptability of eating animals. A wealth of real-life examples, set out with depth and care, illuminate the complexities of different ethical
approaches while conveying their modern-day relevance. This concise and highly engaging resource is tailored to the Ethics components of AQA
Philosophy and OCR Religious Studies, with a clear and practical layout that includes end-of-chapter summaries, key terms, and common mistakes to
avoid. It should also be of practical use for those teaching Philosophy as part of the International Baccalaureate. Ethics for A-Level is of particular value to
students and teachers, but Fisher and Dimmock’s precise and scholarly approach will appeal to anyone seeking a rigorous and lively introduction to the
challenging subject of ethics. Tailored to the Ethics components of AQA Philosophy and OCR Religious Studies.

Conscience: The Origins of Moral Intuition
Francis Crick—the quiet genius who led a revolution in biology by discovering, quite literally, the secret of life—will be bracketed with Galileo, Darwin, and
Einstein as one of the greatest scientists of all time. In his fascinating biography of the scientific pioneer who uncovered the genetic code—the digital cipher
at the heart of heredity that distinguishes living from non-living things—acclaimed bestselling science writer Matt Ridley traces Crick's life from middle-class
mediocrity in the English Midlands through a lackluster education and six years designing magnetic mines for the Royal Navy to his leap into biology at the
age of thirty-one and its astonishing consequences. In the process, Ridley sheds a brilliant light on the man who forever changed our world and how we
understand it.

The Origins of Virtue
The Evolution of Cooperation provides valuable insights into the age-old question of whether unforced cooperation is ever possible. Widely praised and
much-discussed, this classic book explores how cooperation can emerge in a world of self-seeking egoists-whether superpowers, businesses, or individualswhen there is no central authority to police their actions. The problem of cooperation is central to many different fields. Robert Axelrod recounts the
famous computer tournaments in which the "cooperative” program Tit for Tat recorded its stunning victories, explains its application to a broad spectrum
of subjects, and suggests how readers can both apply cooperative principles to their own lives and teach cooperative principles to others.

Character Strengths and Virtues
The Nicomachean Ethics
Papers presented at a forum held June 12-15, 1997.

Moral Time
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"Character" has become a front-and-center topic in contemporary discourse, but this term does not have a fixed meaning. Character may be simply defined
by what someone does not do, but a more active and thorough definition is necessary, one that addresses certain vital questions. Is character a singular
characteristic of an individual, or is it composed of different aspects? Does character--however we define it--exist in degrees, or is it simply something one
happens to have? How can character be developed? Can it be learned? Relatedly, can it be taught, and who might be the most effective teacher? What roles
are played by family, schools, the media, religion, and the larger culture? This groundbreaking handbook of character strengths and virtues is the first
progress report from a prestigious group of researchers who have undertaken the systematic classification and measurement of widely valued positive traits.
They approach good character in terms of separate strengths-authenticity, persistence, kindness, gratitude, hope, humor, and so on-each of which exists in
degrees. Character Strengths and Virtues classifies twenty-four specific strengths under six broad virtues that consistently emerge across history and culture:
wisdom, courage, humanity, justice, temperance, and transcendence. Each strength is thoroughly examined in its own chapter, with special attention to its
meaning, explanation, measurement, causes, correlates, consequences, and development across the life span, as well as to strategies for its deliberate
cultivation. This book demands the attention of anyone interested in psychology and what it can teach about the good life.

The Evolution of Cooperation
A fascinating examination of the relationship between civilization and inequality from one of history’s greatest minds The first man to erect a fence
around a piece of land and declare it his own founded civil society—and doomed mankind to millennia of war and famine. The dawn of modern
civilization, argues Jean-Jacques Rousseau in this essential treatise on human nature, was also the beginning of inequality. One of the great thinkers of the
Enlightenment, Rousseau based his work in compassion for his fellow man. The great crime of despotism, he believed, was the raising of the cruel above the
weak. In this landmark text, he spells out the antidote for man’s ills: a compassionate revolution to pull up the fences and restore the balance of mankind.
This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on all devices.

Ethics for A-Level
This book proposes a 'strong' (action-guiding) account of a virtue-based approach to moral decision-making within contemporary nursing practice. Merits
and criticisms of obligation and virtue-based approaches to morality are explored. The author argues that in order to deliver morally good care, it is
necessary to examine one's moral character.

Before Virtue
Nursing Ethics
Pauliina Remes and Juha Sihvola In the course of history, philosophers have given an impressive variety of answers to the question, “What is self?” Some
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of them have even argued that there is no such thing at all. This volume explores the various ways in which selfhood was approached and conceptualised in
antiquity. How did the ancients understand what it is that I am, fundamentally, as an acting and affected subject, interpreting the world around me, being
distinct from others like and unlike me? The authors hi- light the attempts in ancient philosophical sources to grasp the evasive character of the specifically
human presence in the world. They also describe how the ancient philosophers understood human agents as capable of causing changes and being affected
in and by the world. Attention will be paid to the various ways in which the ancients conceived of human beings as subjects of reasoning and action, as well
as responsible individuals in the moral sphere and in their relations to other people. The themes of persistence, identity, self-examination and selfimprovement recur in many of these essays. The articles of the collection combine systematic and historical approaches to ancient sources that range from
Socrates to Plotinus and Augustine.

Francis Crick
Presents a groundbreaking investigation into the origins of morality at the core of religion and politics, offering scholarly insight into the motivations behind
cultural clashes that are polarizing America.

Ancient Philosophy of the Self
Arguing that Americans should turn to private entrepreneurs rather than the federal government to guarantee the protection and improvement of
environmental quality, the authors document numerous examples of how entrepreneurs have satisfied the growing demand for environmental quality.
Beginning with historical cases from the turn of the century, they illuminate the benefits of entrepreneurial participation in wildlife preservation, aquatic
habitat production, and environmentally friendly housing development. As government budgets shrink and more people question the efficacy of
government regulations, Enviro-Capitalists offers alternatives to traditional thinking about the environment. While the book does not claim that the private
sector can provide solutions to all environmental problems, it offers innovative ideas that will cultivate and encourage environmental entrepreneurship.

The Goodness Paradox
Jonathan Sanford finds that despite the common origins of contemporary virtue ethics in Anscombe, the literature varies widely not just in its scope but in
its basic commitments. What exactly is contemporary virtue ethics? In Before Virtue, Sanford develops strategies for describing contemporary virtue ethics
accurately. He then assesses contemporary virtue approaches by the Anscombean dual standard which inspired them: the degree to which they avoid the
pitfalls of modern moral philosophy and the extent to which they exemplify a successful recovery of an Aristotelian approach to ethics.

After Virtue
The authors present fresh perspectives on the major global crisis of deforestation from a wide range of fields including biological ecology, forest history,
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conservation biology, anthropology, political economy, and development economics.

The Sovereign Individual
An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one of savage competition and deceit

The Virtues and Vices in the Arts
Suggests a biological basis for the social organization and cooperation shown by the human race, and traces the evolution of society
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