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Open Minded Torah
A distinguished guide to Jewish prayer Why do Jews pray? What is the role of prayer in their
lives as moral and ethical beings? From the simplest details of how to comport oneself on
entering a synagogue to the most profound and moving comments on the prayers themselves,
Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin guides readers of To Pray as a Jew through the entire prescribed
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course of Jewish liturgy, passage by passage, ritual by ritual, in this handsome and
indispensable guide to Jewish prayer. Unexcelled for beginners as well as the religiously
observant, To Pray as a Jew is intended to show the way, to enlighten, and hopefully to
inspire.

How Adin Steinsaltz Misrepresents the Talmud
The outspoken author of the best-selling Kosher Sex turns his energy and erudition to the core
teachings of Judaism itself, presenting the Jewish faith as a source of inspiration and meaning
to people of all religions.

The Soul
Neusner continues his criticism of recent scholarship on Judaism, naming names and
addressing their work chapter and verse. Here he takes on Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's 1989 The
Talmud. The Steinsaltz Edition. A Reference Guide. He find misrepresentations that the
Talmud has no formal external order, deals with all possible subjects in the world, is not written
in a systematic fashion, and has an associative structure. No index or bibliography. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

The Thirteen Petalled Rose
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“One of the greatest religious biographies ever written.” – Dennis Prager In this enlightening
biography, Joseph Telushkin offers a captivating portrait of the late Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, a towering figure who saw beyond conventional boundaries to turn his movement,
Chabad-Lubavitch, into one of the most dynamic and widespread organizations ever seen in
the Jewish world. At once an incisive work of history and a compendium of Rabbi
Schneerson's teachings, Rebbe is the definitive guide to understanding one of the most vital,
intriguing figures of the last centuries. From his modest headquarters in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn, the Rebbe advised some of the world's greatest leaders and shaped matters of state
and society. Statesmen and artists as diverse as Ronald Reagan, Robert F. Kennedy, Yitzchak
Rabin, Menachem Begin, Elie Wiesel, and Bob Dylan span the spectrum of those who sought
his counsel. Rebbe explores Schneerson's overarching philosophies against the backdrop of
treacherous history, revealing his clandestine operations to rescue and sustain Jews in the
Soviet Union, and his critical role in the expansion of the food stamp program throughout the
United States. More broadly, it examines how he became in effect an ambassador for Jews
globally, and how he came to be viewed by many as not only a spiritual archetype but a savior.
Telushkin also delves deep into the more controversial aspects of the Rebbe's leadership,
analyzing his views on modern science and territorial compromise in Israel, and how in the last
years of his life, many of his followers believed that he would soon be revealed as the Messiah,
a source of contention until this day.

Understanding the Tanya
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Rabbi Nachman's tales are considered the peak of his creative life for their form, content, and
profound, underlying ideas. Transcribed by Rabbi Natan (Sternharz) of Bratslav, Rabbi
Nachman's chief desciple, they are a mixture of intellectual and poetic imagination, fairy tales
rooted in Kabbalistic symbolism and Biblical and Talmudic sources. The Tales of Rabbi
Nachman of Bratslav features select pieces from the original work together with Rabbi Adin
Steinsaltz's elucidating commentary to help the reader discover layer upon layer of meaning in
this classic work.

To Pray as a Jew
Simple words are not simple--each chapter is dedicated to so-called simple words such as
death, envy, masks, sex, good, and love. Steinsaltz uses familiar language and progressive
thinking to offer a greater moral and spiritual understanding to these core concepts.

Change & Renewal
This is a life, in stories, of Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov (1700-1760), the founder of Hasidism.
The Baal Shem Tov, or the Besht, as he is commonly called, led a revival in Judaism that put
love and joy at the center of religious life and championed the piety of the common folk against
the rabbinic establishment. He has been recognized as one of the greatest teachers in Jewish
history, and much of what is alive and vibrant in Judaism today, in all denominations, derives
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from his inspiration. Abraham Joshua Heschel, who was descended from several illustrious
Hasidic dynasties, wrote: "The Baal Shem Tov brought heaven to earth. He and his disciples,
the Hasidim, banished melancholy from the soul and uncovered the ineffable delight of being a
Jew.">

Journey into the Zohar, A
A book that charts a clear path to a more spiritually rich practice of Judaism--from the coauthor
of the best-selling Jewish Catalog volumes. For all the cycles of life, best-selling author Rabbi
Michael Strassfeld presents traditional Jewish teachings as a guide to behavior and values.
Where the tradition is replete with rituals (for example, the Sabbath), he describes them and
shows how they can enrich spiritual living. Where rituals are sparse or nonexistent (for
example, returning home at the end of the workday), he suggests new ones gleaned from his
own study and experience. Strassfeld also brings the principles of "insight meditation" to
Jewish life, using this practice to recover and reconstruct Judaism's spiritual dimension. He
describes a Judaism that encourages within us a spiritual awareness as we participate in both
traditional Jewish practices and the mundane activities of daily life. By engaging with Jewish
tradition in ways that recapture its original kavanah, or intention, we will, Strassfeld maintains,
achieve the two fundamental goals of Judaism-to become better human beings and to be in
God's presence. (Hardcover published in 2002 by Schocken Books, ISBN 0-8052-4124-8.)
Page 5/23

Read PDF The Thirteen Petalled Rose A Discourse On The Essence Of
Jewish Existence And Belief
This is My God
For thousands of years, no book has been more shrouded in mystery than the Zohar, yet no
book offers us greater wisdom. The central text of Kabbalah, the Zohar is a commentary on the
Bible’s narratives, laws, and genealogies and a map of the spiritual landscape. In The
Essential Zohar, the eminent kabbalist Rav P. S. Berg decodes its teachings on evil,
redemption, human relationships, wealth and poverty, and other fundamental concerns from a
practical, contemporary perspective. The Zohar and Kabbalah have traditionally been known
as the world’s most esoteric sources of spiritual knowledge, but Rav Berg has dedicated his life
to making this concentrated distillation of infinite wisdom available to people of all faiths so that
we may use its principles to live each day in harmony with the divine.

Judaism for Everyone
An authentic voice of spiritual leadership answers some of the most difficult questions facing
Jews throughout the United States and the world, with discussions of identity, religion, politics,
and more, all dealt with in an insightful and inspiring manner.

The Candle of God
For nearly thirty years, readers seeking answers to fundamental questions about the nature of
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existence have turned to Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's The Thirteen Petalled Rose. This contempory
classic opens new vistas for understanding the relationship of G-d to man, and how moral
human beings should conduct their lives. The Thirteen Petalled Rose addresses profound
topics like Good and Evil, Divine Revelation, The Human Soul, Holiness, The Search for the
Self and the Relatinship Between the Physical and Spiritual World. Rabbi Steinsaltz's vast
knowledge of science, psychology, mysticism and philosophy come together in The Thirteen
Petalled Rose, as he translates ancient Kabbalistic concepts into an intelligible language for a
new generation of spiritual seekers.

The Torah For Dummies
One of America's foremost scholars of religion examines the tumultuous era that gave birth to
the modern Judeo-Christian tradition In The Crucible of Faith, Philip Jenkins argues that much
of the Judeo-Christian tradition we know today was born between 250-50 BCE, during a
turbulent "Crucible Era." It was during these years that Judaism grappled with Hellenizing
forces and produced new religious ideas that reflected and responded to their changing world.
By the time of the fall of the Temple in 70 CE, concepts that might once have seemed bizarre
became normalized-and thus passed on to Christianity and later Islam. Drawing widely on
contemporary sources from outside the canonical Old and New Testaments, Jenkins reveals
an era of political violence and social upheaval that ultimately gave birth to entirely new ideas
about religion, the afterlife, Creation and the Fall, and the nature of God and Satan.
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Understanding the Tanya
Students of mediation are usually surprised to discover that a Jewish mediation tradition exists
and that it was an authentic and integral part of mainstream Judaism until the eighteenth
century. Jewish Meditation is a step-by-step introduction to meditation and the Jewish practice
of meditation in particular. This practical guide covers such topics as mantra meditation,
contemplation, and visualization within a Jewish context. It shows us how to use meditative
techniques to enhance prayer using the traditional liturgy—the Amidah and the Shema.
Through simple exercises and clear explanations of theory, Rabbi Kaplan gives us the tools to
develop our spiritual potential through an authentically Jewish meditative practice.

The Tales of Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav
A general introduction to the beliefs, attitudes, and methods of the sacred text by which the
Jewish people have lived and survived through the ages by a renowned Israeli rabbi, scholar,
and teacher. The first book to capture the flavor and spirit of the Talmud as a human document
and to summarize its main principles as an expression of divine law.

Teshuvah
What do we know about that mysterious entity called, the soul? Occasionally, in the monotony
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of daily life, we feel our soul trying to speak to us. Sometimes it communicates through
suffering, which forces us to acknowledge our inner spiritual world, while at other times, in a
sudden moment of illumination, we discover a completely new perspective on out existence. In
The Soul, Rabbi Steinsaltz, author of the groundbreaking translation of the Talmud and one of
the preeminent sages of our generation, reveals some of the spiritual mysteries that lie beyond
the reach of the intellect. The Soul shows us how we can become sensitized to our souls, how
we can understand its faint but persistent calling and use it to open new vistas in our own lives.
Book jacket.

We Jews
The classic guide to the ageless heritage of Judaism Embraced over many decades by
hundreds of thousands of readers, To Be a Jew offers a clear and comprehensive introduction
to traditional Jewish laws and customs as they apply to daily life in the contemporary world. In
simple and powerful language, Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin presents the fundamentals of
Judaism, including the laws and observances for the Sabbath, the dietary laws, family life,
prayer at home and in the synagogue, the major and minor holidays, and the guiding principles
and observances of life, such as birth, naming, circumcision, adoption and conversion, Barmitzvah, marriage, divorce, death, and mourning. Ideal for reference, reflection, and
inspiration, To Be a Jew will by greatly valued by anyone who feels that knowing,
understanding, and observing the laws and traditions of Judaism in daily life is the essence of
what it means to be a Jew.
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The Essential Talmud
Published in cooperation with the Shefa Foundation.

A Book of Life
Short essays on parashat hashavua Talks on the Parasha recreates the warm, intimate
atmosphere of a personal encounter with Rabbi Steinsaltz. While providing insights that are
meaningful for the Jewish collective, it speaks to every individual as well. To Rabbi Adin EvenIsrael Steinsaltz, the Torah contains within it many worlds. The themes, the language, the
myriad ways in which to understand and interpret it all of these are worlds that both exist
independently and are connected to one another, inextricably linked from within and from
without. What emerges from the totality of the Torah's manifold shades of meaning is that the
Torah is essentially "the book of the chronicles of man." The Torah addressing, in particular,
the Jewish people and the individual helps the reader understand not only what happened in
the past and what ought to happen in the future, but also the meaning of his or her own life.

Everyday Holiness
The tradition of the Maggid the speaker, storyteller, and profound ethicist has been best
exemplified by Rabbi Shalom Schwadron, the great Maggid of Jerusalem. This book captures
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his eloquence and humor.

Talmudic Images
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz – renowned scholar, philosopher and spiritual guide – here reveals the
essence of the Jewish calendar. With a unique combination of intellectual brilliance and
accessibility, Rabbi Steinsaltz probes the meaning of Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur,
Hanukka, Purim, Pesah and the other Jewish holidays. His insights provide whole new ways of
understanding the holidays, appreciating their depth, and experiencing them to their fullest:
“Our festivals and holidays, remembrance days and special occasions, ensure that the paths of
our lives do not remain merely dusty roads lacking meaningful points of distinction… These
special days are the landmarks, signposts, and lights along the way…openings through which
we may emerge from the stagnancy and rut of life's routine. They provide us with opportunities
not only to celebrate and mourn, but also to renew and change ourselves…” Rabbi Adin
Steinsaltz – renowned scholar, philosopher and spiritual guide – here reveals the essence of
the Jewish calendar. With a unique combination of intellectual brilliance and accessibility,
Rabbi Steinsaltz probes the meaning of Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, Hanukka, Purim,
Pesah and the other Jewish holidays. His insights provide whole new ways of understanding
the holidays, appreciating their depth, and experiencing them to their fullest: “Our festivals and
holidays, remembrance days and special occasions, ensure that the paths of our lives do not
remain merely dusty roads lacking meaningful points of distinction… These special days are
the landmarks, signposts, and lights along the way…openings through which we may emerge
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from the stagnancy and rut of life's routine. They provide us with opportunities not only to
celebrate and mourn, but also to renew and change ourselves…”

The Maggid Speaks
Letters of Light
Rebbe
Hasidic Art and the Kabbalah presents eight case studies of manuscripts, ritual objects and
folk art developed by Hasidic masters in the mid-eighteenth to late nineteenth centuries, whose
form and decoration relate to sources in the Zohar, German Pietism, and Safed Kabbalah.

Jewish Meditation
Jennifer Traig's memoir Devil in the Details paints a portrait of a well-meaning Jewish girl and
her good-natured parents, and takes a very funny, very sharp look back at growing up with
obsessive-compulsive disorder. Recalling the agony of growing up an obsessive-compulsive
religious fanatic, Traig fearlessly confesses the most peculiar behavior like tirelessly scrubbing
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her hands for a full half hour before dinner, feeding her stuffed animals before herself, and
washing everything she owned because she thought it was contaminated by pork fumes.
Jennifer's childhood mania was the result of her then undiagnosed OCD joining forces with her
Hebrew studies-what psychiatrists call scrupulosity While preparing for her bat mitzvah, she
was introduced to an entire set of arcane laws and quickly made it her mission to follow them
perfectly. Her parents nipped her religious obsession in the bud early on, but as her teen years
went by, her natural tendency toward the extreme led her down different paths of adolescent
agony and mortification. Years later, Jennifer remembers these scenes with candor and
humor. In the bestselling tradition of Running with Scissors and A Girl Named Zippy, Jennifer
Traig tells an unforgettable story of youthful obsession.

Kabbalah, Science and the Meaning of Life
How the 22 letters of the Hebrew Alphabet, the alef-beis, (the construction materials with which
G-d built our earthly and spiritual existence) continue as a source of creation, reflection, prayer
and inspiration in our everyday lives.

The Talmud; the Steinsaltz Edition
Mussar is an illuminating, approachable, and highly practical set of teachings for cultivating
personal growth and spiritual realization in the midst of day-to-day life. Here is an accessible
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and inspiring introduction to this Jewish spiritual path, which until lately has been best known in
the world of Orthodox Judaism. The core teaching of Mussar is that our deepest essence is
inherently pure and holy, but this inner radiance is obscured by extremes of emotion, desire,
and bad habits. Our work in life is to uncover the brilliant light of the soul. The Mussar masters
developed transformative teachings and practices—some of which are contemplative, some of
which focus on how we relate to others in daily life—to help us to heal and refine ourselves. To
learn more about the author, visit his website: www.mussarinstitute.org

Simple Words
Teshuvah ("return") is personal, multifaceted spiritual reawakening, a desire to strengthen the
connection between oneself and the sacred. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's Teshuvah is not inteded
as a call to action, or an attempt to convince anyone to take that path. Rather, it is addressed
to those who are already considering teshuvah, whose who have already resolved to
undertake it or have already begun. The book is offered to the ba'al teshuvahas advice and
guidance in dealing with some of the difficulties likely to be encountered along the way. It
addresses matters of principle and spiritual orientation: what the observances mean, how they
are related, and once embarked on the path of teshuvah how one is to relate to self, family,
and the surrounding society.

The Strife of the Spirit
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The Strife of the Spirit explores such fundamental themes as the nature of the human soul, the
path of the penitent, and the relationship between student and text. Rabbi Steinsaltz moves
comfortably and effectively between essays and oral discourses, interviews and stories.

Hasidic Art and the Kabbalah
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz was internationally regarded as one of the most brilliant and influential
rabbis of our time. He was lauded by Time magazine as a "once-in-a-millennium scholar" and
by Ted Koppel of Night Line as "one of the very few wise men that I've ever met." Arthur
Kurzweil -- himself a Jewish scholar, author, teacher, and publisher -- a disciple of Rabbi
Steinsaltz's for more than 35 years, as well as the rabbi's designated chauffer in the United
States. While stuck in countless traffic jams and attending the rabbi's lectures at universities,
government agencies, synagogues and seminars, Arthur Kurzweil has had the rare opportunity
of personally learning from his inspired teacher and has become intimately familiar with the
rabbi's wisdom and teachings. On the Road with Rabbi Steinsaltz presents an intimate portrait
of this wise and holy man as he has never been seen before as Kurzweil shares the rabbi's
most personal, humorous, and inspiring tales. You will feel like a backseat passenger in
Arthur's car as he and Rabbi Steinsaltz discuss provocative issues such as: How can we
develop a personal relationship with God? What are some of the sublime ideas contained in
Kabbalah? Why has God created a world with so much suffering in it? Can we be religious and
live fully in the world? How can we tell what is important and what is unimportant in this life?
Can we be religious and keep our sense of humor? Throughout the book Arthur Kurzweil also
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shares Rabbi Steinsaltz's views and teachings on Jewish identity and the role of Jews in
modern society. So grab your overcoat and come along for a ride with Rabbi Steinsaltz and
Arthur Kurzweil-a ride that could very well change your life.

On the Road with Rabbi Steinsaltz
This book is a collection of thirteen intimate portraits of selected Talmudic Personalities.

Devil in the Details
Open Minded Torah elicits unheard voices from the Jewish past for a twenty-first century
Judaism at a time when fundamentalists and fanatics often dominate conversations about
religion. Kolbrener's brilliant and unorthodox essays are a must-read for anyone who wants to
pursue a life of faith, based on commitment yet sensitive to the complexities and demands of
the modern world. In essays as likely to turn to baseball, the NASDAQ and Denzel Washington
as to Shakespeare, quantum physics and psychoanalysis, Kolbrener provides powerful - and
often surprising - insights into how open mindedness allows for authentic Jewish engagement
in an age otherwise defined by fundamentalism or unbelief. Open Minded Torah presents - on
topics ranging from parenting a son with Down syndrome to Biblical criticism to Talmudic
interpretation of dreams - a perspective on Judaism which emphasizes skepticism, pluralism
and the need to embrace difference. Through a personal synthesis of Western and Jewish
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learning, popular culture and philosophy, Kolbrener offers a compelling new vision where being
open minded allows for a non-dogmatic and committed Judaism. Informed by Kolbrener's
considerable erudition, but always accessible, the essays of Open Minded Torah are critical for
those wanting to pursue a non-coercive, tolerant and creative Jewish life. For every person, it
is said, there is a corresponding letter in the Torah: this innovative collection shows Kolbrener
writing his letter, and providing the inspiration for others to write their own.

Crucible of Faith
Understanding the Tanya guides the reader through one of the most extraordinary books of
moral teachings ever written. The Tanya is a seminal document in both the study of Hasidic
thought and of Kabbalah—Jewish mysticism. With a keen understanding of the profound
struggles within the human soul, the Tanya helps us understand how we can raise ourselves to
higher and higher spiritual levels. Timeless in its approach, the Tanya addresses specific moral
problems and dilemmas and delves into their root causes, distilling the universal predicaments
of humankind and offering solutions that can change the way we view ourselves and conduct
our lives. The Tanya explores the workings of the soul and examines the complexities, doubts,
and drives within all of us as expressions of a single basic problem—the struggle between our
Godly and animal souls.

The Essential Zohar
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The Light and Fire of the Baal Shem Tov
An introduction to the Zohar, the crowning work of medieval Kabbalah. Includes original
translations and analysis.

Talks on the Parasha
Although the figures of the Jewish Bible are some of the best known in all of history and
literature, they remain among the most elusive and enigmatic. In Biblical Images, a collection
of 25 portraits of Biblical characters, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz clarifies what is hinted at in the
Biblical text in order to understand the biblical figures from within, to analyze their motives and
to appreciate their spiritual experiences and aspirations.

Biblical Images
From Madonna's music videos to the glossy pages of celebrity magazines and back to the
Lower East Side of Manhattan, Jewish mysticism has stepped into the modern consciousness
like never before. In this classic work, world-renowned scholar Adin Steinsaltz answers the
major questions asked by modern Jews about the nature of existence in God's universe. The
title The Thirteen Petalled Rose is taken from the opening of the classic Jewish text on
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mysticism, the Zohar, and refers to the "collective souls of the Jewish people," which scholars
have likened to the fullness of a rose and its thirteen petals. Along with a new preface by the
author, this edition contains a new chapter on prayer that provides the most up-to-date account
of the Kabbalistic view of devotion. Another new chapter recounts and interprets the prophet
Elijah's Introduction to the Zohar. "Steinsaltz possesses a mind of the quality that occurs
perhaps once or twice in a generation, or several generations. In [The Thirteen Petalled Rose]
one can encounter the classical Jewish mystical view of reality, delineated lucidly, concisely,
profoundly and, what is so rare, believingly. It is an utterly authentic expression of Judaism yet
so unknown even among the well-informed and therefore so necessary, so welcome." (Herbert
Weiner, Oxford University)

The Long Shorter Way
Science explains the mechanisms that sustain life; Kabbalah explains why life exists. In
Kabbalah, Science and the Meaning of Life, Rav Michael Laitman, PhD, a kabbalist and a
scientist, combines science and spirituality in a captivating dialogue that reveals lifes meaning.
For thousands of years kabbalists have been writing that the world is made of a single entity
divided into separate beings. Today the cutting edge science of quantum physics states a very
similar idea: that at the most fundamental level of matter, we are all literally one. Science
proves that reality is affected by the observer who examines it. And so does Kabbalah. But
Kabbalah says more: even the Creator of reality is found within the observer. In other words,
God is inside of us, he doesnt exist anywhere else. When we pass away so does he. These
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earthshaking concepts and more are eloquently introduced so that even readers uneducated in
Kabbalah or science will easily understand them. Therefore, if youre just a little curious about
why you are here, what life means, and what you can do to enjoy it more, this is your book.

To be a Jew
The Thirteen Petalled Rose
This is a kabbalistic exploration of the major ideas of Jewish theology.

The Thirteen Petalled Rose
An easy-to-understand introduction to Judaism's most sacred text The foundation of Hebrew
and Jewish religion, thought, law, and society is the Torah-the parchment scroll containing the
text of the Five Books of Moses that is located in every synagogue. This accessible guide
explains the Torah in clear language, even to those who were not raised in the Jewish religious
tradition. Christians who want to know more about the Jewish roots of Christianity need to
understand the Torah, as do followers of Islamic tradition and those interested in the roots of
Abrahamic faiths. The Torah For Dummies explains the history of the Torah, its structure and
major principles, and how the Torah affects the daily lives of people who follow the Jewish way
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of life.
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