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The Sacred Encounter
With poignant and probing reflections on the weekly Torah
portions, this collection focuses on important issues like
relationships, sexuality, ambition, work and career, aging and body
image to show modern men how Torah intersects with their lives
today.

Fragments of the Brooklyn Talmud
Evocative readings of the Torah through the lens of transgender
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experience, exploring the ways trans perspectives can enrich our
understanding of religious texts, traditions, and God

American Queer, Now and Then
In light of modern changes in attitude regarding homosexuality and
recent controversy surrounding government legislation, the author,
a Rabbi, explores the Jewish stance on homosexuality. He combines
an unswerving commitment to Jewish Law with a deep
understanding of the philosophical and moral issues involved. He
advocates the adoption of a fair and balanced perspective and
attitude.

Balancing on the Mechitza
The Publishers Weekly
Yiddish and the Creation of Soviet Jewish Culture gives voice to
the activists empowered by the state to create a Soviet Jewish
national culture. These activists were striving for a national
revolution to create a new culture for Jews to identify as Jews on
new, secular, Soviet terms. This book explores the ways in which
Jews were part of, not apart from, both the Soviet system and
Jewish history. Soviet Jewish culture worked within contemporary
Jewish national and cultural trends and simultaneously participated
in the larger project of propagating the Soviet state and ideology.
Soviet Jewish activists were not nationalists or Soviets, but both at
once. David Shneer addresses some of the painful truths about Jews'
own implication and imbrication in the Soviet system and inserts
their role in twentieth-century Jewish culture into the narrative of
Jewish history.
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Judaism and Homosexuality
Commentaries from gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and straight
contributors examine modern concerns of sexuality, identity,
gender, and LGBT life.

The Modern Men's Torah Commentary
For many queer Jews, Jewish tradition seems like a rich tapestry
which at best ignores them and at worst rejects them entirely. In
reality, queerness and queer Judaism have been a constant subplot
of Jewish history, if only we care to look. Spanning almost two
millennia and containing translations from more than a dozen
languages, Noam Sienna's new book, A Rainbow Thread: An
Anthology of Queer Jewish Texts From the First Century to 1969,
collects for the first time more than a hundred sources on the
intersection of Jewish and queer identities. Covering poetry, drama,
literature, law, midrash, and memoir, this anthology suggests that
Jewish texts are not just obstacles to be overcome in the creation of
queer Jewish life, but also potential resources waiting to be
excavated. Through an unprecedented examination of the histories
of gender and sexuality over two millennia of Jewish life around the
world, this book inspires and challenges its readers to create a better
future through a purposeful reflection on our past.

When God is a Customer
This wide-ranging anthology takes a close look at the breadth of
human sexuality from a Jewish perspective. The essays begin with a
look at biblical and rabbinic views on sexuality, and then proceed to
explorations of sexuality at different moments in the life cycle,
sexuality and the marital model, diverse expressions of sexuality,
examples of sexuality education, the nexus of sexuality and
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theology, and the challenges of contemporary sexual ethics. The
Sacred Encounter is a thought-provoking and important Jewish
resource. Perfect for personal study, or for high school or adult
classes.

New Books on Women, Gender and Feminism
This wide-ranging anthology takes a close look at the breadth of
human sexuality from a Jewish perspective. The essays begin with a
look at biblical and rabbinic views on sexuality, and then proceed to
explorations of sexuality at different moments in the life cycle,
sexuality and the marital model, diverse expressions of sexuality,
examples of sexuality education, the nexus of sexuality and
theology, and the challenges of contemporary sexual ethics. The
Sacred Encounter is a thought-provoking and important Jewish
resource. Perfect for personal study, or for high school or adult
classes.

Zeek
In 1341 in Aragon, a Jewish convert to Christianity was sentenced
to death, only to be pulled from the burning stake and into a formal
religious interrogation. His confession was as astonishing to his
inquisitors as his brush with mortality is to us: the condemned man
described a Jewish conspiracy to persuade recent converts to
denounce their newfound Christian faith. His claims were
corroborated by witnesses and became the catalyst for a series of
trials that unfolded over the course of the next twenty months.
Between Christian and Jew closely analyzes these events, which
Paola Tartakoff considers paradigmatic of inquisitorial proceedings
against Jews in the period. The trials also serve as the backbone of
her nuanced consideration of Jewish conversion to Christianity—and
the unwelcoming Christian response to Jewish conversions—during
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a period that is usually celebrated as a time of relative interfaith
harmony. The book lays bare the intensity of the mutual hostility
between Christians and Jews in medieval Spain. Tartakoff's
research reveals that the majority of Jewish converts of the period
turned to baptism in order to escape personal difficulties, such as
poverty, conflict with other Jews, or unhappy marriages. They often
met with a chilly reception from their new Christian brethren,
making it difficult to integrate into Christian society. Tartakoff
explores Jewish antagonism toward Christians and Christianity by
examining the aims and techniques of Jews who sought to reJudaize apostates as well as the Jewish responses to inquisitorial
prosecution during an actual investigation. Prosecutions such as the
1341 trial were understood by papal inquisitors to be in defense of
Christianity against perceived Jewish attacks, although Tartakoff
shows that Christian fears about Jewish hostility were often
exaggerated. Drawing together the accounts of Jews, Jewish
converts, and inquisitors, this cultural history offers a broad study of
interfaith relations in medieval Iberia.

Conceiving Israel
Beginning with a startling endorsement of the patristic view of
Judaism—that it was a "carnal" religion, in contrast to the spiritual
vision of the Church—Daniel Boyarin argues that rabbinic Judaism
was based on a set of assumptions about the human body that were
profoundly different from those of Christianity. The
body—specifically, the sexualized body—could not be renounced, for
the Rabbis believed as a religious principle in the generation of
offspring and hence in intercourse sanctioned by marriage. This
belief bound men and women together and made impossible the
various modes of gender separation practiced by early Christians.
The commitment to coupling did not imply a resolution of the
unequal distribution of power that characterized relations between
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the sexes in all late-antique societies. But Boyarin argues
strenuously that the male construction and treatment of women in
rabbinic Judaism did not rest on a loathing of the female body.
Thus, without ignoring the currents of sexual domination that
course through the Talmudic texts, Boyarin insists that the rabbinic
account of human sexuality, different from that of the Hellenistic
Judaisms and Pauline Christianity, has something important and
empowering to teach us today.

Queer Commentary and the Hebrew Bible
The Fortress Commentary on the Bible: The Old Testament and
Apocrypha and Fortress Commentary on the Bible: The New
Testament present a balanced synthesis of current scholarship on
the Bible, enabling readers to interpret Scripture for a complex and
pluralistic world. Introductory articles in each volume discuss the
dramatic challenges that have shaped contemporary interpretation
of the Bible. Commentary articles set each book of the Old and
New Testaments and the Apocrypha in its historical and cultural
context, discuss the themes in each book that have proven most
important for the Christian interpretive tradition, and introduce the
most pressing questions facing the responsible use of the Bible
today. The writers are renowned authorities in the historical
interpretation of the Old and New Testaments, sensitive to
theological and cultural issues arising in our encounter with the text,
richly diverse in social locations and vantage points, representing a
broad array of theological commitment—Protestants, Catholics,
Jews, and others, and alive to the ethical consequences of
interpretation today. A team of six scholar editors and seventy
contributors provide clear and concise commentary on key sense
units in each book of the Old Testament, Apocrypha, and New
Testament. Each unit is explored through the lenses of three levels
of commentary based on these critical questions. The result is a
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commentary that is comprehensive and useful for gaining insights
on the texts for preaching, teaching, and research. In addition to the
commentary essays on each book, the volumes also contain major
essays that introduce each section of Scripture and explore critical
questions as well as up-to-date and comprehensive bibliographies
for each book and essay.

Life in the City of Burning Dirt
The essays in this volume boldly map the historically resonant
intersections between Jewishness and queerness, between
homophobia and anti-Semitism, and between queer theory and
theorizations of Jewishness. With important essays by such wellknown figures in queer and gender studies as Judith Butler, Daniel
Boyarin, Marjorie Garber, Michael Moon, and Eve Sedgwick, this
book is not so much interested in revealing—outing—"queer Jews" as
it is in exploring the complex social arrangements and processes
through which modern Jewish and homosexual identities emerged
as traces of each other during the last two hundred years.

Fortress Commentary on the Bible
A striking look at the death rituals of an indigenous community in
North America. Powerful and beautifully written, this is the story of
the Isthmus Zapotecs of southern Mexico and their unbroken chain
of ancestors and collective memory over the generations. Mortuary
beliefs and actions are collective and pervasive in ways not seen in
the United States, a resonant deep structure across many domains of
Zapotec culture. Anthropologist Anya Peterson Royce draws upon
forty years of participant research in the city of Juchitán to offer a
finely textured portrait of the vibrant and enduring power of death
in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec of Mexico. Focusing especially on
the lives of Zapotec women, Becoming an Ancestor highlights the
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aesthetic sensibility and durability of mortuary traditions in the past
and present. An intricate blending of Roman Catholicism and
indigenous spiritual tradition, death through beliefs and practices
expresses a collective solidarity that connects families, binds the
living and dead, and blurs the past and present. A model of
ethnographic research and presentation, Becoming an Ancestor not
only reveals the luminescent heart of Zapotec culture but also
provides important clues about the cultural power and potential of
mortuary traditions for all societies. “…[a] well-written
anthropological study … The author’s attention to the aesthetic
quality of the death-related customs and the inclusion of numerous
photographs and eloquent poems by local authors enhance her
book.” — CHOICE

Life in the City of Burning Dirt
A Year with Mordecai Kaplan
queer [adj]: 1 differing from what is usual or ordinary; odd;
singular; strange 2 slightly ill; 3 mentally unbalanced 4 counterfeit;
not genuine 5 homosexual: in general usage, still chiefly a slang
term of contempt or derision, but lately used by some as a
descriptive term without negative connotations --Webster's
Dictionary queer [adj]: used to describe a 1 body of theory 2 field of
critical inquiry 3 way of proudly identifying a group of people 4
way of seeing the world 5 sense of difference from the norm -David Shneer and Caryn Aviv, Queer in America, Now and Then
Contrasting queer life today and in years past, this landmark book
brings together autobiographies, poetry, film studies, maps,
documents, laws, and other texts to explore the meaning and
practice of the word queer. By this Shneer and Aviv mean: queer as
both a form of social violence and a call to political activism; queer
Page 8/22

Bookmark File PDF Torah Queeries Weekly
Commentaries On The Hebrew Bible
as played by Robin Williams and Sharon Stone and as lived by
Matthew Shepard and Brandon Teena; queer in the courthouses of
Washington D.C. and on the streets of hometown America.
Contextualizing these contemporary stories with ones from the past,
and understanding them through the analytic tools of feminist social
criticism and history, the authors show what it means to be queer in
America.

Reading Between the Signs
Kessler shows how the rabbis of the third through sixth centuries
turned to non-Jewish writings on embryology and procreation to
explicate the biblical insistence on the primacy of God's role in
procreation at the expense of the biological parents.

A Rainbow Thread
Unscrolled
Queer Theory and the Jewish Question
Celebrated sex expert and bestselling author Dr. Ruth Westheimer
bridges the gap between sex and religion in this provocative
exploration of intimacy in the Jewish faith In this light-hearted,
lively tour of Jewish sexuality, Dr. Ruth K. Westheimer and
Jonathan Mark team up to reveal how the Jewish tradition is much
more progressive than popular wisdom might lead one to believe.
Applying Dr. Ruth’s acclaimed brand of couples therapy to such
Biblical relationships as Abraham and Sarah, and Joseph and
Potiphar’s wife, the authors enlist Biblical lore to explore such
topics as surrogacy, incest, and arranged marriages. They offer a
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clearer understanding of the intertwining relationships between
sexuality and spirituality through incisive investigations of the Song
of Songs, Ruth, Proverbs, Psalms, and some of the bawdier tales of
the Prophets. One chapter provides a provocative new perspective
on the Sabbath as a weekly revival, highlighting not only its
spiritual nature, but also its marital and sexual aspects. Focusing
specifically on Orthodox forms of Judaism and offering Dr. Ruth's
singular interpretations, the book answers such questions as: What
night of the week is best for making love? How often should
couples have sex? Can traditional Jewish notions of sex and
sexuality be reconciled with contemporary beliefs? What roles can
and do dreams and fantasy play? In Heavenly Sex, America's
favorite sex therapist takes readers on a frank and fascinating
journey to the heart of Jewish sexuality as she fits twenty-first
century sexual mores into an ancient—and lusty—spiritual tradition.

Heavenly Sex
One of the first women to be ordained as a rabbi explores how
lesbians can shape Jewish tradition to resonate with their own
experience.

Very Near to You
"A must-read! An enlightening book a defining document in the
literature of Deaf culture." - Linda Bove, Certified Deaf Interpreter,
Actress, Consultant In Reading Between the Signs, Anna Mindess
provides a perspective on a culture that is not widely understoodAmerican Deaf culture. With the collaboration of three
distinguished Deaf consultants, Mindess explores the implications
of cultural differences at the intersection of the Deaf and hearing
worlds. Used in sign language interpreter training programs
worldwide, Reading Between the Signs is a resource for students,
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working interpreters and other professionals. This important new
edition retains practical techniques that enable interpreters to
effectively communicate their clients' intent, while its timely
discussion of the interpreter's role is broadened in a cultural context.
NEW TO THIS EDITION: New chapter explores the changing
landscape of the interpreting field and discusses the concepts of
Deafhood and Deaf heart. This examination of using Deaf
interpreters pays respect to the profession, details techniques and
shows the benefits of collaboration.

New Jews
Queer Jews describes how queer Jews are changing Jewish
American culture, creating communities and making room for
themselves, as openly, unapologetically queer and Jewish.
Combining political analysis and personal memoir, these essays
explore the various ways queer Jews are creating new forms of
Jewish communities and institutions, and demanding that Jewish
communities become more inclusive.

Queering the Text
Eighty years from now, in a time of increasing environmental
degradation and after one sixth of the Earth's population has died in
a vast pandemic, a noted rabbi in Brooklyn hosts a convocation for
Jewish clergy and scholars from every background. Her vision--to
create a new Talmud for living in such dangerous times. Over the
course of five years the attendees work to compile a text in multiple
genres--but their text is never completed. Eighty years later, a single
laptop is discovered that contains fragments of their text--and that is
what this book contains. There are poems, stories, legal texts, and
conversations, on belief, practice, liturgy, all designed for
beleaguered people living in what seems to them the end of time.
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There are texts of hope, humor, despair, rage, and simple witnessing
of the dying world around them (which may or may not be our
world).

Yiddish and the Creation of Soviet Jewish Culture
How is it that this woman's breasts glimmer so clearly through her
saree? Can't you guess, my friends? What are they but rays from the
crescents left by the nails of her lover pressing her in his passion,
rays now luminous as the moonlight of a summer night? These
South Indian devotional poems show the dramatic use of erotic
language to express a religious vision. Written by men during the
fifteenth to eighteenth century, the poems adopt a female voice, the
voice of a courtesan addressing her customer. That customer, it
turns out, is the deity, whom the courtesan teases for his infidelities
and cajoles into paying her more money. Brazen, autonomous, fully
at home in her body, she merges her worldly knowledge with the
deity's transcendent power in the act of making love. This volume is
the first substantial collection in English of these Telugu writings,
which are still part of the standard repertoire of songs used by
classical South Indian dancers. A foreword provides context for the
poems, investigating their religious, cultural, and historical
significance. Explored, too, are the attempts to contain their explicit
eroticism by various apologetic and rationalizing devices. The
translators, who are poets as well as highly respected scholars,
render the poems with intelligence and tenderness. Unusual for their
combination of overt eroticism and devotion to God, these poems
are a delight to read.

New Books on Women and Feminism
The book is a new interpretation of the weekly torah reading. It is
written from a world view deeply committed to Judaism, which
Page 12/22

Bookmark File PDF Torah Queeries Weekly
Commentaries On The Hebrew Bible
places the responsibility of interpretation and identity on each one
of us. The Torah is not in heaven but in the heart and mouth of you
and me, to study it and to live by it. Through this book the author
tries to involve the reader in the language of the five books of
Moses that has been present in our lives for thousands of years. It's
a language which is human, universal, moral, historical and
national. "My interpretation is one of many and I try to invite the
reader or student to argue or to agree, to add or to subtract from my
interpretation, or even better to develop their own interpretation and
spread it around." Avraham Burg-Author

The Queer Bible Commentary
Essays exploring and explaining how 'queer' reading makes a
difference to biblical exegesis. As with feminism, theoretical
questions arise such as whether such readings are characterized by
certain questions or can only legitimately be done by gay or lesbian
readers. The contributors are drawn from a range of backgrounds
and a variety of interests--Jewish, Christian, agnostic, male, female,
heterosexual, gay and lesbian--and mostly concentrate on individual
passages and books. But the volume also contains some theoretical
reflections, and it ends with three +critical responses' from scholars
with interdisciplinary interests on the place of queer read-ing of the
Bible in broader contexts. A book for anyone interested in
contemporary issues of bible interpretation or in queer theory
generally.

Becoming an Ancestor
Most view the relationship of Jews to the Soviet Union through the
lens of repression and silence. Focusing on an elite group of two
dozen Soviet-Jewish photographers, including Arkady Shaykhet,
Alexander Grinberg, Mark Markov-Grinberg, Evgenii Khaldei,
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Dmitrii Baltermants, and Max Alpert, Through Soviet Jewish Eyes
presents a different picture. These artists participated in a social
project they believed in and with which they were emotionally and
intellectually invested-they were charged by the Stalinist state to tell
the visual story of the unprecedented horror we now call the
Holocaust. These wartime photographers were the first liberators to
bear witness with cameras to Nazi atrocities, three years before
Americans arrived at Buchenwald and Dachau. In this passionate
work, David Shneer tells their stories and highlights their work
through their very own images-he has amassed never-beforepublished photographs from families, collectors, and private
archives. Through Soviet Jewish Eyes helps us understand why so
many Jews flocked to Soviet photography; what their lives and
work looked like during the rise of Stalinism, during and then after
the war; and why Jews were the ones charged with documenting the
Soviet experiment and then its near destruction at the hands of the
Nazis.

Through Soviet Jewish Eyes
You are invited to spend a year with the inspirational words, ideas,
and counsel of the great twentieth-century thinker Rabbi Mordecai
Kaplan, through his meditations on the fifty-four weekly Torah
portions and eleven Jewish holidays. A pioneer of ideas and
action—teaching that “Judaism is a civilization” encompassing
Jewish culture, art, and peoplehood; demonstrating how synagogues
can be full centers for Jewish living (building one of the first “shuls
with a pool”); and creating the first-ever bat mitzvah ceremony (for
his daughter Judith)—Kaplan transformed the landscape of American
Jewry. Yet much of Kaplan’s rich treasury of ethical and spiritual
thought is largely unknown. Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben, who
studied closely with Kaplan, offers unique insight into Kaplan’s
teachings about ethical relationships and spiritual fulfillment,
Page 14/22

Bookmark File PDF Torah Queeries Weekly
Commentaries On The Hebrew Bible
including how to embrace godliness in everyday experience, our
mandate to become agents of justice in the world, and the human
ability to evolve personally and collectively. Quoting from the
week’s Torah portion, Reuben presents Torah commentary, a
related quotation from Kaplan, a reflective commentary integrating
Kaplan’s understanding of the Torah text, and an intimate story
about his family or community’s struggles and triumphs—guiding
twenty-first-century spiritual seekers of all backgrounds on how to
live reflectively and purposefully every day.

Time for Torah
The Soul of the Stranger
Queering the Text: Biblical, Medieval, and Modern Jewish Stories
grapples with traditional midrashim, plays with homoerotic love
poems from medieval Spain, and envisions alternate versions of the
present. Inspired by the pioneering work of Jewish feminists, using
the same narrative tools as the rabbis of old, Ramer has crafted
stories that anchor queer lives in the three-thousand-year-old history
of the Jewish people.

Sacred Encounter
Announcing a smart, daring, original new take on the Torah.
Imagine: 54 leading young Jewish writers, artists, photographers,
screenwriters, architects, actors, musicians, and graphic artists
grappling with the first five books of the Bible and giving new
meaning to the 54 Torah portions that are traditionally read over the
course of a year. From the foundational stories of Genesis and
Exodus to the legalistic minutiae of Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy, Unscrolled is a reinterpreting, a reimagining, a
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creative and eclectic celebration of the Jewish Bible. Here's a
graphic-novel version of Moses receiving the Ten Commandments,
by Rebecca Odes and Sam Lipsyte. Lost creator Damon Lindelof
writing about Abraham's decision to sacrifice his son. Here's Sloane
Crosley bringing Pharaoh into the 21st century, where he's checking
out Òboils,Ó Òlice,Ó and Òplague of frogsÓ on WebMD. Plus
there's Joshua Foer, Aimee Bender, A. J. Jacobs, David Auburn, Jill
Soloway, Ben Greenman, Josh Radnor, Adam Mansbach, and more.
Edited by Roger Bennett, a founder of Reboot, a network of young
Jewish creatives and intellectuals, Unscrolled is a gathering of
brilliant, diverse voices that will speak to anyone interested in
Jewish thought and identityÑand, with its singular design and use of
color throughout, the perfect bar and bat mitzvah gift. First it
presents a synopsis of the Torah portion, written by Bennett, and
then the story is reinterpreted, in forms that range from the
aforementioned graphic novel to transcripts, stories, poems,
memoirs, letters, plays, infographics, monologuesÑeach designed to
give the reader a fresh new take on some of the oldest, wisest, and
occasionally weirdest stories of the Western world, while inspiring
new ideas about the Bible and its meaning, value, and place in our
lives.

Wrestling with God and Men
The Queer Bible Commentary brings together the work of several
scholars and pastors known for their interest in the areas of gender,
sexuality and Biblical studies. Rather than a verse-by-verse
analysis, typical of more traditional commentaries, contributors to
this volume focus specifically upon those portions of the book that
have particular relevance for readers interested in lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender issues such as the construction of gender
and sexuality, the reification of heterosexuality, the question of
lesbian and gay ancestry within the Bible, the transgendered voices
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of the prophets, the use of the Bible in contemporary political, socioeconomic and religious spheres and the impact upon lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender communities. Accordingly, the
commentary raises new questions and re-directs more traditional
questions in fresh and innovative ways, offering new angles of
approach. This comprehensive, cutting-edge commentary is
prefaced by an introductory essay by Professor Mary Tolbert.
Contributors draw on feminist, queer, deconstructionist, utopian
theories, the social sciences and historical-critical discourses. The
focus is both how reading from lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or
transgender perspectives affect the reading and interpretation of
biblical texts and how biblical texts have and do affect lesbian, gay,
bisexual and/or transgender communities. The commentary includes
an extensive bibliography that directs the reader to a full range of
literature relating to queer interpretation of scripture.

Queer Jews
What does a little boy notice about his neighbor, his favorite
teacher, his family doctor, and the local shopkeeper?As much as
they can, throughout the day, they make time for Torah!

Torah Queeries
Stop feeling like sh*t for being a mom—laugh-out-loud affirmations
for every parent Guess what? This “parenting book” is not designed
to make new parents feel bad. Authors and co-hosts of the popular
comedy podcast One Bad Mother, Biz Ellis and Theresa Thorn,
know firsthand that raising kids is tough. They also know that, most
likely, parents are winning more than they’re failing. This book
reminds parents that it’s okay to have a low bar. Celebrate what did
happen, not what didn’t, including gems such as: Did you get up
this morning? Great! You’re doing an awesome job! Your kid fell
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asleep? Even if it was just for two hours, that’s amazing. Good job!
Has your kid eaten? That’s probably your doing, so yeah, you’re a
winner! The perfect gift for the growing family, You Are Doing a
Great Job! is the much-needed reminder to screw all expectations
and advice. It belongs on the shelf next to Go the Fu*k to Sleep and
Let’s Panic About Babies. Or better yet, tear out the pages and hang
them up.

Like Bread on the Seder Plate
For many contemporary Jews, Israel no longer serves as the
Promised Land, the center of the Jewish universe and the place of
final destination. In New Jews, Caryn Aviv and David Shneer
provocatively argue that there is a new generation of Jews who
don't consider themselves to be eternally wandering, forever
outsiders within their communities and seeking to one day find their
homeland. Instead, these New Jews are at home, whether it be in
Buenos Aires, San Francisco or Berlin, and are rooted within
communities of their own choosing. Aviv and Shneer argue that
Jews have come to the end of their diaspora; wandering no more,
today's Jews are settled. In this wide-ranging book, the authors take
us around the world, to Moscow, Jerusalem, New York and Los
Angeles, among other places, and find vibrant, dynamic Jewish
communities where Jewish identity is increasingly flexible and
inclusive. New Jews offers a compelling portrait of Jewish life
today.

You're Doing a Great Job!: 100 Ways You're Winning
at Parenting
***WINNER, 2011 Lambda Literary Award - Transgender NonFiction While the Jewish mainstream still argues about
homosexuality, transgender and gender-variant people have
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emerged as a distinct Jewish population and as a new chorus of
voices. Inspired and nurtured by the successes of the feminist and
LGBT movements in the Jewish world, Jews who identify with the
“T” now sit in the congregation, marry under the chuppah, and
create Jewish families. Balancing on the Mechitza offers a
multifaceted portrait of this increasingly visible community. The
contributors—activists, theologians, scholars, and other transgender
Jews—share for the first time in a printed volume their theoretical
contemplations as well as rite-of-passage and other transformative
stories. Balancing on the Mechitza introduces readers to a secular
transwoman who interviews her Israeli and Palestinian peers and
provides cutting-edge theory about the construction of Jewish
personhood in Israel; a transman who serves as legal witness for a
man (a role not typically open to persons designated female at birth)
during a conversion ritual; a man deprived of testosterone by an
illness who comes to identify himself with passion and pride as a
Biblical eunuch; and a gender-variant person who explores how to
adapt the masculine and feminine pronouns in Hebrew to reflect a
non-binary gender reality.

Between Christian and Jew
For millennia, two biblical verses have been understood to condemn
sex between men as an act so abhorrent that it is punishable by
death. Traditionally Orthodox Jews, believing the scripture to be the
word of God, have rejected homosexuality in accordance with this
interpretation. In 1999, Rabbi Steven Greenberg challenged this
tradition when he became the first Orthodox rabbi ever to openly
declare his homosexuality. Wrestling with God and Men is the
product of Rabbi Greenberg’s ten-year struggle to reconcile his two
warring identities. In this compelling and groundbreaking work,
Greenberg challenges long held assumptions of scriptural
interpretation and religious identity as he marks a path that is both
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responsible to human realities and deeply committed to God and
Torah. Employing traditional rabbinic resources, Greenberg
presents readers with surprising biblical interpretations of the
creation story, the love of David and Jonathan, the destruction of
Sodom, and the condemning verses of Leviticus. But Greenberg
goes beyond the question of whether homosexuality is biblically
acceptable to ask how such relationships can be sacred. In so doing,
he draws on a wide array of nonscriptural texts to introduce readers
to occasions of same-sex love in Talmudic narratives, medieval
Jewish poetry and prose, and traditional Jewish case law literature.
Ultimately, Greenberg argues that Orthodox communities must
open up debate, dialogue, and discussion—precisely the foundation
upon which Jewish law rests—to truly deal with the issue of
homosexual love. This book will appeal not only to members of the
Orthodox faith but to all religious people struggling to resolve their
belief in the scriptures with a desire to make their communities
more open and accepting to gay and lesbian members. 2005 Finalist
for the Lambda Literary Awards, for Religion/Spirituality

Women and Jewish Law
Carnal Israel
How has a legal tradition determined by men affected the lives of
women? What are the traditional Jewish views of marriage, divorce,
sexuality, contraception, abortion? Women and Jewish Law gives
contemporary readers access to the central texts of the Jewish
religious tradition on issues of special concern to women.
Combining a historical overview with a thoughtful feminist critique,
this pathbreaking study points the way for “informed change” in the
status of women in Jewish life.
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